Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda!

The church reformed, always reforming!

Celebration of Worship
Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2020
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart Arr. Phillip Keveren
Lee Wright and Juli Elliot, violin and piano

Words of Welcome

Rev. Deb Swift

Chime
Introit

Creator of Infinities
Howard Hanson
“Creator of infinities beyond our earth, beyond our skies,
Accept the reverence we owe to Power more than we may know.
Thou Maker of all time and space, grant us as maker this one grace;
Let our brief partiality complete itself in praising Thee.
May our wills, joined to honor Thee, find joy in such a harmony;
From sea to sea, from sun to sun, in gladness may Thy will be done. Amen.”

Call to Worship (adapted from MinistryMatters.com)
One: God, we know you are with us.
Many: From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.
One: You have showered your love upon all generations,
since the beginning of time.
Many: From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.
One: Guide us now through this time of worship,
and into the week ahead.
Many: From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.
Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation
(Verses 1, 4, and 5, Music on the next page)

Doug Potter

AURELIA

Centering Prayer (unison)
God, you are God forever. This alone is cause for celebration, but we also know
that we are your people! As we feel your love washing over us now, may we love
you with every part of our being: heart, mind, body, and soul. We celebrate your
love in our lives, and we ask for your help as we try our best to boldly share the
good news of your love with others. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who
models the way for us. Amen.
Prayer of Assurance
One: One of the wonderful things about Jesus is that he knew what it was to be
human. He saw and experienced first-hand that we are a fallible people
– that we fall away from our best intentions sometimes – and he made it
clear that we are loved anyway. Friends … this is not only Good News
… it is GREAT news. Because of God’s loving Grace, we are invited to try
again and again to be all that God wishes us to be.
Many: Thanks be to God. Amen.
Psalm

Psalm 90:1-3, 14-17

Lee Wright

Please join in singing the antiphon each time it occurs.
Antiphon: Increase the Light within us—O Beloved hear our prayer!
“Eternal and Immortal One, You have been our refuge in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, before You had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting, You are the Alpha and the Omega.
When our days on Earth are ended, You welcome us home to your Heart,
To the City of Light, where time is eternal and days are not numbered.
You gather those who love You as friends returning from a long journey,
giving rest to their souls.
You anoint them with the balm of understanding,
healing wounds of the past. (Antiphon)
Help us to wait in Silence listening for your gentle Voice;

Strengthen us with courage to face the fears within.
O, that we might be converted in our hearts
and walk together in peace and harmony!
Let your Love be known to the nations,
your Glory to our children’s children.
Let the grace and gentleness of the Holy Spirit be upon us,
Guiding our feet upon paths of Love Consciousness. (Antiphon)”
Text from Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness, by Nan C. Merrill
Sung by: Hannah Stokes, Juli Elliot, Alan Jones, and Lee Wright

First Reading

Numbers 9:15-23

from the New International Version

Doug Potter

Music for Reflection

Behold, The Tabernacle of God
William Harris
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with all,
and the Spirit of God dwelleth within you:
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are:
for the love of whom ye do this day,
celebrate the joys of the temple with a season of festivity. Alleluia.”
Text: Sarum Antiphon

Second Reading
Meditation

Matthew 22:34-40
from The Message translation
“Always and All Ways”

Rev. Swift

Music for Reflection
Spirit of Mercy, Truth and Love
Howard Helvey
“Spirit of mercy, truth and love, O shed your influence from above;
And still from age to age convey the wonders of this sacred day.
In every clime, by every tongue be God’s eternal glory sung:
Let all the earth confess the name that claims our faithfulness.
Unfailing comfort, heav’nly guide, still o’er this holy church preside;
Descend upon us like a dove, Spirit of mercy, truth and love.”
Text: Anon. 1774, alt. Howard Helvey, 2000

Prayers of Healing and Transformation
Rev. Swift
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come! Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn 420

God of Grace and God of Glory
(Verses 1, 3, and 4, music on next page)

Benediction
Congregational Response
One: And let the church cry out
Many: AMEN! and AMEN!
Postlude

A Mighty Fortress

CWM RHONDA

Rev. Swift

Arr. Wayne L. Wold

Lee Wright, organ
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