“Let all things now living, a song of thanksgiving

To God our creator triumphantly raise!”

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, November 22, 2020
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Arr. Jack Schrader
Jessica Ann Best, mezzo-soprano, Lee Wright, piano

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

Rev. Deb Swift

God Be In My Head
“God be in my head and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes and in my looking;
God be in my mouth and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing.”

John Rutter

Text: Book of Hours, 1514

Call to Worship

Eileen Smith

(adapted from ministrymatters.com)

One: Tender, comforting Shepherd,
Many: your steadfast love is present with us
and resides within each of us.
One: But sometimes we can feel like scattered sheep,
Many: unable to gather together – disconnected and alone.
One: Help us to know your loving presence as we live as your community,
even in different locations.
Many: Fill our hearts with gratitude, that we may know the hope
to which we have been called.

Hymn

We Gather Together

KREMSER

1. We gather together to ask for God's blessing;
For God is the maker of heart and of home.
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing
As fear is overcome by the love God has shown.
2. We thank you, O God, for this joy that we witness —
For love and commitment so lasting and strong,
For hope that seeks justice and sings of your promise,
For faith that speaks the truth till the world sings your song.
Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

Centering Prayer
Eileen Smith
We are shepherd and sheep, wounded and healer.
In the same Spirit, we are both giver and receiver.
Holy One, you have given us all that we have and all that we are.
We long to be centered in you, the Ground of our Being.
Blow through us with an urgency of gratitude and an
expansion of Thankfulness that call us to seek your gifts among
the changing landscapes of our lives, we humbly ask. Amen.
First Reading
Hymn 554

I Thessalonians 5:16-24
from The Message translation
Let All Things Now Living
1. Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
To God our creator triumphantly raise.
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
By guiding us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o'er us, pure light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night.
Till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished
As forward we travel from light into light.

Eileen Smith

ASH GROVE

2. By law God enforces, the stars in their courses
the sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
With glad adoration a song let us raise:
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!
Text: Katherine K. Davis, alt.

Psalm Reading
Psalm 100
from Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness, by Nan C. Merrill
Meditation

“Change, Transition and Transformation”

Music for Reflection

Jubilate Deo

Rev. Swift

Hans Leo Hassler (1601)

Text of Psalm 100, verses 1-4, sung in Latin

“Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.
Worship God with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is God that made us, and we are God’s;
we are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,
and God’s courts with praise.
Give thanks to God, bless God’s name.”
from the NRSV, alt.

Shout Out for Stewardship

Bob Richane

Music for Reflection
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
Harold Friedell
“Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, for when humbly in Your name,
Two or three are met together you are in the midst of them;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now Your garment’s hem.
As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,
Then with thanks to our Creator, break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! Alleluia! So knit thou our friendship up.

All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of You,
That by caring, helping, giving we may be disciples true.
Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve thee faithfully.”
Text: Percy Dearmer

Prayers of Healing and Transformation
Rev. Swift
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come! Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

Now Thank We All Our God
(Music on Next Page)

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT

Benediction (Responsive)

Rev. Swift

One: Using ancient words, may the Lord bless us and keep us,
Many: May God’s face shine upon us and be gracious to us.
One:

May the broad expanse of Thanksgiving love and the abundance of
God’s riches in glory,
Many: shape our perspective on our own life and needs, including those
things which disappoint us.
One: May the eyes of our heart be open to all the blessings which surround us;
Many: may this awareness produce a harvest of generosity in our spirit.
One:

May thankfulness rise up within us, not just during this short season,
but day after day,
Many: from the early morning watch until we retire for the night.
One:

May our prayers reflect gratitude,

Many: while also acknowledging the needs of others whose situations are
so drastically different.
One: May thoughts of Jesus fill our mind; may hunger for God drive our
soul,
Many: and love for the Spirit guide our speech and our actions.
One:

And finally, may the grace, peace, and love of our Creator, the great
Mystery,
Many: protect, defend, and empower us to run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. Amen.
(adapted from a benediction written by Joe Sherer, pastor of the Mount Joy Mennonite
Church, and posted on A Daily Prayer.
http://adailyprayer.wordpress.com/2007/11/16/strangers-in-this-world/)

Postlude

Improvisation on Now Thank We All Our God
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