“A Conspiracy of Goodness”

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, June, 6, 2021,
Click Here to Watch
Prelude

Selected Partita Movements

G.P. Telemann

Lee Wright, violin, Jason Cloen, organ

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

Unity

Moone/Washington

Refrain: “Unity, unity, God, we pray for unity.”
Call to Worship – adapted from Psalm 27

Pat Tweet

God is our light and our salvation. Whom shall we fear?
God is the stronghold of our life. Of who shall we be afraid?
“Come,” says the heart. “Behold the beauty of the Holy One.”
Let us take courage – for we shall see the goodness of God in the land of
the living.
Hymn

God Is Here!

ABBOT’S LEIGH

(Verses 1, 3, and 4 - Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Centering Prayer (unison)
God, in your lovingkindness, bring us home to or deepest selves, and to You.
Help us to find that quiet place at the core of our being. Grant us the inner
stillness that we need, so that we may hear Your voice, and know Your wish
for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

First Reading

Mark 3:20-35

Pat Tweet

From the New Revised Standard Version

Music for Reflection

Loving Hands
Cary Ratcliff
“Loving hands, we all need loving hands,
for the sea and the sands cannot hold all the rain, all the tears and the pain.
Where is God’s loving hand?
Loving hands left a sign in the sand; strong his call:
Jesus’ hands reach to all, reaching out, teaching all, looking up
to see God’s loving hand, to be God’s loving hand.
Giving hands, will there be giving hands?
Healing hands, when we’re hungry or cold, people sick, people old
can all hold onto God’s loving hand.
Come be God’s loving hands.”
Text: Cary Ratcliff

Second Reading
Reflection
Hymn

from “PRKA,” by George Saunders

Celie Katovitch

“A Conspiracy of Goodness”

Celie Katovitch

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

BEECHER

(Verses 1, 3, and 4 - Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem
As a Fire Is Meant for Burning

from The Sacred Harp, 1844

“As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame,
So the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name.
Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care,
We join hands across the nations, finding neighbors everywhere.
We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way.
We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay.
By our gentle, loving actions we would show that Christ is light.
In a humble, listening Spirit we would live to God’s delight.
As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed,
So may we be signs of oneness ‘mid earth’s peoples, many hued.

As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone,
May our lives reflect the radiance of God’s new and glorious dawn.”
Text: Ruth Duck

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
Prayer of Dedication (unison)
Generous and merciful God, send your Spirit upon these gifts, which we
offer as a sign of commitment and love. Through your gracious power,
may they become food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, and shelter and
clothing for those in need. May the minister to people who are suffering.
And may we know that in caring for
Prayers for Healing and Transformation
Celie Katovitch
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn

Arise, Your Light Is Come!

FESTAL SONG

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Benediction
Postlude

Celie Katovitch
Canzonetta in G Major, BuxWV 171 Dietrich Buxtehude
Jason Cloen, organ

Thank you to. . .
Officiants: Celie Katovitch and Pat Tweet
Musicians:
Jason Cloen, Chloe Lee, Emmalouise St. Amand, Jeffrey Thompson and Lee Wright
AV Engineers: John DeHority, Donald Fairman, Mary and David McDowell,
Website integration: Donald Fairman

* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office:
121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614, Attn: Penny Crudup.

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.
We give thanks for the flowers that are given by the Downtown Church family in
loving memory of those who are no longer with us having passed into the light
and love of God’s heavenly presence during the past year and a half:
Bill Smith, Chuck Lundeen, Dane Gordon, Deborah Lysiak, John Griffin,
Peter Mott, Bets Knudson, Alice Dowd, Lowell Salyards (Ozzie),
Robert Ingram (Bob), Betty Smith, Virginia Carl, The Rev. Elizabeth Bell (Liz),
The Rev. Bruce Billman, Eloise Nielsen, and Joyce Button.

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, June 6

Sunday, June 13

11:00 Worship – Rev. Celie Katovitch

11:00 Worship – Susan Riblett

Tuesday, June 8
10:00
6:30

Psalm Bible Study – Zoom
Deacons – Zoom

Thursday, June 10
5:30 Finance Team Meeting - Zoom

4:00 First Inversion Live Performance:
Let Me Bring Light
7:00 WomanSpace Gathering - Zoom

The Downtown Church Staff
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Mark Anderson, Director of Operations
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Dr. Lee S. Wright,

Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
John DeHority and Nancy Brown, Co-Clerks of Session
Joan Mackey and Carol Snook, Co-Moderators of Deacons
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