“May we find joy on our journey into
peace—

Here and everywhere. . .”

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, July, 4, 2021
Click Here to Watch
Prelude

Meditation on Amazing Grace

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

Sister Barbara Moore

The Storm Is Passing Over
“Refrain: The storm is passing over;
The storm is passing over;
the storm is passing over, hallelu!”

Charles A. Tindley
Arr. Lee Wright

*Call to Worship
Jonathan Nwagbaraocha
New every morning is your grace, God of mystery,
and it is just as present here in our hearts as all around.
Speak to us, we pray, and let your healing and peace rise up fresh from
the deepest roots of our being.
Receive our thanks and praise for the faithful love of Jesus, who is with
you in the highest heavens, and also here, with us, in this earthen body
called the church.
*Hymn

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

LAUDA ANIMA

(Verses 1, 3, and 4. Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Prayer of Confession (unison)
God of All, many are the times when life sends us to our depths, seeking
strength, hoping wildly to be blessed. Often we run from such moments.
But here, and now, help us to be present and listen to what is happening in
our lives. Reveal to us a treasure that can open our way to you.
Silent Prayer

Assurance of Grace (unison)
In every moment, Holy Spirit, you are here with us. In the shelter of your
grace, may we turn to ourselves with the compassion we find in Jesus. Let
healing overflow. Let kindness lead our dance. May we find joy on our
journey into peace—here and everywhere, on this day and every day, for
us and for everyone. Amen.
First Reading

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Jonathan Nwagbaraocha

Message for All Ages
Music for Reflection

Barbara Moore
A Prayer

“O Lord, the hard-won miles have worn my stumbling feet:
Oh, soothe me with thy smiles, and make my life complete.
The thorns were thick and keen where’er I trembling trod;
the way was long between my wounded feet and God.
Where healing waters flow do thou my footsteps lead.
My heart is aching so; thy gracious balm I need.
Oh, sooth me with thy smiles, and make my life complete.”

Gary Bachlund

Text: Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906)

Gospel Reading

Mark 6:1-6

Barbara Moore

Reflection

"What thorns are piercing your side?"

Barbara Moore

*Hymn

When God Restored Our Common Life

RESIGNATION

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem
Two Negro Spirituals:
“We’ll Stand the Storm” and “There Is a Balm in Gilead”
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

Prayers for Healing and Transformation
Barbara Moore
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn

Lift Every Voice and Sing

LIFT EVERY VOICE

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

*Benediction
Postlude

*Passing of the Peace

Barbara Moore
America the Beautiful

Samuel A. Ward
Arr. John W. Schaum

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.
Thank you to. . .
Officiants: Sr. Barbara Moore and Jonathan Nwagbaraocha
Musicians:
Alan Jones, Jeffrey Thompson, and Lee Wright
AV Engineers: John DeHority, Donald Fairman, Mary and David McDowell,
Website integration: Donald Fairman

* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office, or in person
during worship in the basket located near the front of the sanctuary.

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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