“. . .till earth and heaven ring,

ring with the harmonies of liberty”
-James Weldon Johnson, 1900

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, January 17, 2021,
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Meditation on MLK

Words of Welcome

Rev. Deb Swift

Chime
Introit

Love Is Little
“Love is little, love is low,
Love will make our spirit grow.
Grow in peace, grow in light,
Love will do the thing that’s right.”

Shaker Song
Arr. Kevin Siegfried

Ben Magruder, soloist

Call to Worship

Eileen Smith

Adapted from material found on https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2224/worship-elements-january-17-2021

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

God, you call each of us to serve you, and we answer,
“Here I am!”
Jesus, you call each of us to follow you, and we answer,
“Here I am!”
Holy Spirit, you call each of us to worship you this day,
and we answer,
Many: “Here I am!”
Hymn 69

I, The Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I Am, Lord)

(Music for all of the hymns may be found at the end of this bulletin.)

HERE I AM

Centering Prayer (unison)

Adapted from material found on https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2224/worship-elements-january-17-2021

Loving God,
you know us better than we know ourselves.
Our prayers are in your heart
even before they are on our lips.
And yet we must utter our prayers.
We must proclaim our praise of you
and all your wondrous creation.
Your love surrounds us
and you have promised to be with us always.
You know our hearts’ desire to serve you.
We pray that you will keep us true to that desire.
And so we live out our prayer, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Scripture Reading

I Samuel 3:1-10

from the New International Version

Music for Reflection

Wade in the Water
Alan Jones, soloist

Meditation
Hymn 691

“If not us. . . who?”
Lord, When I Came Into this Life

Eileen Smith
Negro Spiritual

Arr. Moses Hogan

Rev. Swift
LAND OF REST

(Music at the end of this bulletin)

Confession of Faith (unison)

Rev. Swift

The new life [in Christ] takes shape in a community in which people know that
God loves and accepts them in spite of what they are. They therefore accept
themselves and love others, knowing that no one has any ground on which to
stand, except God’s grace.
The new life does not release people from conflict with unbelief, pride, lust, and
fear. They still have to struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems.

Nevertheless, as they mature in love and faithfulness in their life with Christ, they
live in freedom and good cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days,
confident that the new life is pleasing to God and helpful to others.
The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and words, his
struggles against temptation, his compassion, his anger, and his willingness to
suffer death. The teaching of apostles and prophets guides men and women in
living this life, and the Christian community nurtures and equips them for their
ministries. (9.22-24)
Music for Reflection

Precious Lord

Juli Elliot, soloist

Thomas A. Dorsey

Arr. Nathan Carter

“Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, help me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light;
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home.
When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall;
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home.
When the darkness appears and the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand;
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home”
Text: Rev. Thomas A. Dorsey

Prayers of Healing and Transformation
Rev. Swift
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come! Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 339

Lift Every Voice and Sing

(Music at the end of this bulletin)

Benediction
Choral Response

LIFT EVERY VOICE

Rev. Swift
Amen

Justin Wallace

Thank you to. . .
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All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

Session has scheduled the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for
Sunday, January 17, 2021 at noon.
The agenda for the meeting is:
1. Amend the Manual of Administrative Operations (By-laws) to make provision for
holding electronic (virtual) meetings by inserting a new paragraph after section #12 that
reads:
13. The congregation may meet by electronic means if all members have reasonable
notice of the electronic meeting and the ability to discuss and vote on business items.
2. Acting on the report from the Church Nominating Committee.
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