God in the
Midst
of Us

Celebration of Worship

Second Sunday in Advent
December 5, 2021
Click Here to Listen
Prelude

Two Chorale Preludes for Advent
“Savior of the Nations, Come,” “Jesus, Lead Thou On”

Max Reger

Words of Welcome
Introit (Congregational)

Rev. Tiberi
Emmanuel, Emmanuel

Bob McGee

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel.”
*Call to Worship (based on Isaiah 40)
Lea Kone
“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says our God.
A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”
The earth will be transformed, God’s glory will be revealed.
Emmanuel, you meet us in this place, as we remember your faithful way.
As we wait, cleanse us. As we wait, mold us.
We are all your people, and we will wait for you.
Let us worship God.
*Hymn

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
(Music may be found on page 8.)

Prayer for Wholeness
God of tenderness and love,
breathe your grace into our lives.
Forgive our wandering ways,
and guide us along your paths of peace.
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GENEVAN

When we lose our way,
and forget the purpose of this season,
carry us back to you.
Lead us up to that high mountain of faith and hope,
that we might truly proclaim:
"Here is our God!" Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (from Matthew 1)
The angel said to Joseph, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.’”
Friends, believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.
Isaiah 40:1-5

Scripture

Message for All Ages
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle
O Jesus, Light of the world,
Isaiah the prophet spoke of your promised
comfort to the people.
We light the second Advent candle now,
trusting in your promise to bring light to those living in darkness. Amen.
Music for Meditation

Lost in the Night

“Lost in the night do the people yet languish,
Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish,
Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish.
Will not day come soon?

Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow?
Shall those who have light no light let us borrow,
Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow?
Will you help us soon?
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Finnish Folk Tune

Arr. Kyle S. Haugen

Sorrowing wand’rers, in darkness yet dwelling,
Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling,
Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling.
Christ is coming soon!”

Scripture

Luke 3:1-6

Sermon

God in the Midst of Us

*Hymn

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
(Verses 1, 2, and 4)
(Music may be found on page 9.)

WINCHESTER NEW

*Prayers of the People
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ
Offertory Music

Rise, Shine!

Negro Spiritual

Arr. Marques L.A. Garrett /Tom Trenney
“Refrain: Rise, shine! For the light is a-comin’. My Lord says he’s comin’ by an’ by.
Verses: This is the year of jubilee, my Lord says. . .
My Lord has set all people free,. . .
Wet or dry, I intend to try. . .
To serve the Lord until I die. . . [Ref.]
I intend to shout an’ never stop. . .
Until I reach that mountaintop. . . [Ref.]”

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
O God, in this moment of giving
we hear your call again,
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And we offer you ourselves.
Use us – all that we have and all that we are to touch the world with the good news of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.
*Hymn

Blest Be the God of Israel
(Verse 1)
(Music may be found on page 10.)

MERLE’S TUNE

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table (responsively)
This is a season of many mysteries. We gather even as we wrestle
with their meaning.
We bring the mysteries of our own lives with us, seeking truths
beyond what we can see and know.
As we reflect on God revealed in Christ, so too do we reflect on
Christ present at this meal.
May this time of sharing bread and cup bring us to a new awareness
of God’s grace embodied in Christ.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit
come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the Spirit, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread and Cup
Music at Communion
What Is this Lovely Fragrance
French Carol
Arr. Paul Manz

Prayer of Blessing
Jesus, Immanuel, God with us:
In this season of hope, may the meal we have shared together
nourish us to be your body in the world.
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With the angels in heaven we join in singing your praises:
Glory to God in the highest.
Amen.
*Hymn

Blest Be the God of Israel
(Verses 2 and 3)
(Music may be found on page 10.)

MERLE’S TUNE

*Charge and Benediction
Congregational Meeting
Postlude

Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes-Sohn

J.S. Bach

“O Christ, the only son of God, the eternal creator in heaven,
Sprung from the very heart of God, as holy scripture says.
He is the star of morning, his glory now is dawning, in radiance clear and bright.”

Passing of the Peace
A special In-Person meeting of the Congregation is called today for the purpose
of ratifying the electronic meeting policy. (All congregations in the presbytery need
to do this; the presbytery had to do it as well. The entire meeting should last no more
than 5 minutes.)

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: Nancy Brown
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Anna Martin, Sipra Agrawal Kolar, Joan Sussman
Alto: Liz Jackson, Catherine LaValle, Emmalouise St. Amand
Tenor: Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, Bob Cowles, John DeHority, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd
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ⴕYou may give your offering
in the offering plates near the front of the sanctuary after worship
or
by mailing a check to: 121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, December 5

Sunday, December 12

10:45 Nursery Care

10:45 Nursery Care

11:00 Worship

11:00 Worship – Advent Special Music

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Liturgist – Nancy Brown

Liturgist – Sally Allison

Wednesday, December 8
7:00

Choir Rehearsal
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Advent Special Music Sunday is Next Week!
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,

Interim Pastor
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist

Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
John DeHority and Nancy Lauder Brown, Co-Clerks of Session
Joan Mackey and Carol Snook, Co-Moderators of Deacons

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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