“The Birth of the Light of the World”
The 2021 Downtown Presbyterian Church Christmas Pageant

Celebration of Worship
Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 19, 2021
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring

Herb Smith, trumpet, Jason Cloen, organ

Words of Welcome

J.S. Bach
Rev. Tiberi

*Introit (congregational) It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

CAROL

During the introduction of the carol, you may wish to move to a place in the
sanctuary from where you can see the angel windows in the back
of the church while you sing verses 1,2, and 4.)
(Music may be found on page 7.)

*Call to Worship
Alleluia, the Christ child comes,
and we await his birth.
Let us throw off our distractions,
and allow the chaos to settle.
Let us watch for the signs,
and listen to the messengers.
Let us stand on tiptoe,
and shout aloud and sing.
Something new is emerging,
something new is being birthed.
Let us worship God.
*Carol

From Heaven Above
VON HIMMEL HOCH
(Verses 1,2, 4, and 5. Music may be found on page 8.)
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Prayer for Wholeness
In a few days’ time
we will be celebrating
the birth of Christ,
so let us restore our souls,
and refresh our spirits.
Restore us, O God,
let your face shine upon us.
Though we are complicit
in the frenzy of consumerism,
the unreality of expectations,
and the tension of gift giving,
Restore us, O God,
let your face shine upon us.
Though we would like
to be more Christ-centred
in our daily lives,
we know we can turn to God,
and be restored. So, we ask:
Restore us, O God,
let your face shine upon us. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (from Isaiah 12:2)
“Surely God is our salvation;
We will trust, and will not be afraid,
for God is our strength and our might,
and God has become our salvation."
Friends, believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made new. Amen.
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Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle (unison)
Jesus, Emmanuel,
as we prepare to celebrate your birth,
renew your hope, your peace, your joy, and your love in us,
for you are the light of the world. Amen.
Scripture

Matthew 1:18-25

The 2021 Downtown United Presbyterian Church Christmas Pageant:

The Birth of the Light of the World

The following music will be sung within the pageant:

*Carol
Choir Carol

One In Royal David’s City
(Verses 1-3, Music may be found on page 9.)
The Friendly Beasts

IRBY

Old English Carol

Arr. Robert Scholz

*Carol

We Three Kings
(Verse 1, then 2-4. Music may be found on page 10.)

KINGS OF ORIENT

*Carol

Go Tell It on the Mountain
(Verse 1, then 2-4. Music may be found on page 11.)

GO TELL IT

Prayers of the People
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit
come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Invitation to the Offering ⴕ
Offertory Music

The Huron Carol

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

French Carol
Arr. Robert B. Anderson

Prayer of Dedication
God of promise, you cause the branch of hope to bud and flower; we offer
you the fruit of our labor. May what we do bring reassurance to those
seeking evidence of your goodness. Use our gifts as signs of what
deliverance can mean. We join with Christ in the struggle for justice; we
commit ourselves to the quest for peace. Amen.
*Carol

The First Nowell
THE FIRST NOWELL
(Verses 1, 2, and 4. Music may be found on page 12.)

*Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Improvisation on “Go Tell It!”

Thank you to. . .
Everyone who helped with and participated in this year’s pageant!
Herb Smith, trumpet
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Nicole Kulakowski, Anna Martin, Sipra Agrawal Kolar, Joan Sussman
Alto: Liz Jackson, Emmalouise St. Amand
Tenor: Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, Bob Cowles, John DeHority, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd
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ⴕYou may give your offering
in the offering plates near the front of the sanctuary after worship
or
by mailing a check to: 121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, December 19

Sunday, December 26

10:45 Nursery Care

10:45 Nursery Care

11:00 Worship

11:00 Worship Online Only

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

(No in-person service)

Friday, December 24
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
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