“They agreed they were in this for good. . .”
-Acts I:14 (MSG)

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, March 21, 2021,
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Click Here to Listen

Nun bitten wir den heiligen Geist

Prelude

Dietrich Buxtehude

“We Pray Now to the Holy Spirit”
Lee Wright, organ

Words of Welcome

The Rev. Deborah Fae Swift

Chime
Introit

Day by Day

Martin How

“Day by day, dear God, of thee three things I pray.
To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
Follow thee more nearly, day by day.”
Text: Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester (c.1197-1253)
(recording from the service for Sunday, February 28, 2021)

Call to Worship

Nora and Callie Babbitt

God has set this day before us,
A day set apart, a day of rest and praise.
God has set our lives before us,
A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve.
God has set God’s seal upon our hearts,
So that we might live fully in deep love, working for justice and serving all.
Hymn

Lord, You Teach Us to Be Humble
(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

NETTLETON

Centering Prayer

Nora Babbitt

Creating God,
Loving Son,
Guiding Spirit,
With springtime sun and the promise of new life,
you wake us from our slumbers.
We glorify your name for you are faithful to us
through every season of the year and every season of life.
We are grateful for your patience and persistence,
drawing near to us even through the times we cannot draw near each other.
Your promise of hope in Jesus Christ,
drawing life out of the grip of death, means so much to us.
Even as his cross looms on the horizon in this season of Lent,
we praise you for Jesus’ courage and compassion
which bring renewal to us in the midst of our challenges,
and ask that you make us more like you.
Instill in us your Spirit of Resurrection and New Life, we ask as
we praise you, O God, for the love that never lets us go.
Amen.
Scripture Reading

Acts 1:9-14; 2:41-47

from The Message translation

Nora and Callie Babbitt

Acts 1 9-11 As [the Disciples] watched, [Jesus] was taken up and disappeared
in a cloud. They stood there, staring into the empty sky.
Suddenly two men appeared—in white robes! They said, “You Galileans!—why
do you just stand here looking up at an empty sky? This very Jesus who was
taken up from among you to heaven will come as certainly—and
mysteriously—as he left.”
12-13 So they left the mountain called Olives and returned to Jerusalem. It was
a little over half a mile. They went to the upper room they had been using as a

meeting place: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew,
Matthew, James, son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas, son of James.
14 They agreed they were in this for good, completely together in prayer, the
women included. Also Jesus’ mother, Mary, and his brothers.
Acts 2 41-42 [Later on the day of Pentecost] about three thousand took Peter at
his word, were baptized and were signed up. They committed themselves to the
teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the prayers.
43-45 Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders and signs done
through the apostles! And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony,
holding everything in common. They sold whatever they owned and pooled
their resources so that each person’s need was met.
46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at
home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God.
People in general liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as God
added those who were saved.

Music for Reflection

Give Me Jesus

American Negro Spiritual
“In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.
Arr. Lee Wright
Oh when I come to die, give me Jesus.
And when I want to sing, give me Jesus.”

Reflection
Hymn

“The 21st century Church” – Part II
Christ, You Offer Us Your Welcome

Rev. Swift
BEACH SPRING

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem
How Lovely Are the Messengers

Felix Mendelssohn

“How lovely are the Messengers that preach us the gospel of Peace.
To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words,
Throughout all the lands their glad tidings.”
Isaiah 52 v. 7

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office:
121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614, Attn: Penny Crudup.

Prayers for Healing and Transformation
Rev. Swift
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

O God, in Christ You Call Us

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Benediction
Postlude

AURELIA

Rev. Swift
Improvisation on Beach Spring

Thank you to. . .
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This week’s hymn texts are reprinted with permission from Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.
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