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Celebration of Worship
Sunday, April 11, 2021,
Second Sunday of Easter
Click Here to Listen

Prelude Meditation on “Suo Gan” Welsh melody
Alan Jones, piano, Lee Wright, violin

Words of Welcome The Rev. Deborah Fae Swift
Chime
Introit Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks Donald Fishel

“Ref: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give Praise to His Name.

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. Ref.

Spread the good news o’er all the earth. Jesus has died and has risen. Ref.”

Call to Worship Eileen Smith

We worship in the Easter light,
For the shadow of death is no match for God’s love.

Let us join our voices with the disciple Thomas:
“My Master and my God!”

Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO
(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)


https://downtownpresbyterian.org/listentoworship/

Centering Prayer Eileen Smith

Breathe into us, O God, and through the power of your Spirit, open our minds,
unlock our hearts, and enliven our faith so that we may recognize and welcome
the Risen One among us. Grant us the courage to give voice to our doubts,
fears, and questions. Remind us that when Thomas asked for proof, you gave it
to him, Jesus, and comfort us with reminders of your presence. We long for you
to speak to us. We echo the ancient words of the one who sought help from
you: We believe — oh, help our unbelief, we ask. Amen.

Scripture Reading John 20:19-31 Eileen Smith
From The Messageersion

May the Spirit lead us to discover the meaning of this reading for us on this day.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers SUO GAN
(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Reflection “Daring to Doubt; Choosing to Believe” Rev. Swift

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight Samuel McFarland

“We walk by faith, and not by sightp gracious words we hear
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We may not touch his hands and sider followwhere he trod,
yet in his promise we rejoide,y R ONEB X daé& [ 2NR

Help then, O Lord, our unbeliahd may our faith abound
to call on you when you are neand seek where you are found:

that when our life of faith is doné realms otlearer light
we may behold you as you arefull and endless siglst.
Text: Henry Alford
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Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office:
121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614, Attn: Penny Crudup.

Prayers for Healing and Transformation Rev. Swift
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Statement of Faith

God the Holy Spirit fulfills the work of reconciliation in human life. The
Holy Spirit creates and renews the church as the community in which
people are reconciled to God and to one another. The Spirit enables people
to receive forgiveness as they forgive one another and to enjoy the peace
of God as they make peace among themselves. In spite of their sin, the
Spirit gives people power to become representatives of Jesus Christ and his
gospel of reconciliation to all.

The new life takes shape in a community in which people know that
God loves and accepts them in spite of what they are. They therefore
accept themselves and love others, knowing that no one has any ground
on which to stand, except God’s grace.

God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human
life: social and cultural, economic and political, scientific and
technological, individual and corporate. It includes the natural environment
as exploited and despoiled by sin. It is the will of God that the divine



purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ and all
evil be banished from creation.

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks
and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the
kingdom/kin-dom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of
disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all
partial achievement to the final triumph of God.

(adapted from the Confession of 1967inclusive language version - 9.20, 9.22, 9.53, 9.55)

Closing Hymn Hymn of Promise TALLIS’ CANON
(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Benediction Rev. Swift

Postlude Rustle of Spring Christian Sinding

Jason Cloen, organ

Choral Offering This Joyful Eastertide Arr. Cary Ratcliff
Click Here for Text

And | Saw a New Heaven Edgar Bainton
Click Here for Text



https://hymnary.org/text/this_joyful_eastertide_away_with_sin
https://www.sjcchoir.co.uk/listen/sjc-live/bainton-el-and-i-saw-new-heaven

Thank you to...

Participants: Rev. Deb Swift, Eileen Smith,
Jason Cloen, Alan Jones, Anna Martin and Lee Wright

Choir: Caitlin Glastonbury, Joan Sussman, Anna Martin, Brenda Tremblay,
Emmalouise St. Amand, Mark Darling, Ben Magruder,
Alan Jones, Gavin Tremblay.

Sound Engineers: Donald Fairman, David McDowell, Ben Magruder (Choral Music)
Website integration: Donald Fairman

Call to Worship and Centering prayer Adapted from
Glory to Godnline resources from PC(USA).
https://hymnal.pcusastore.com/Home/

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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ST. DENIO 11111111
. Welsh folk melody
Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; alt. 1987 Adapted in Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839
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1. Im - mor-tal, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise
2. Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3. To all, lJife Thou giv - est, to both great and small
4. Thou reign-est in glo - ry, Thou rul - est in light,
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In light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
Nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, Thou rul - est in might;

In ail life Thou liv - est, the true life of all;
Thine an - gels a - dore Thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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Most  bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days.
Thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar -ing a - bove
We blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,

All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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Al - might -y, vic - to - rious, Thy great name we praise.
Thy  clouds, which are foun - tains  of good - ness and love.
Then with - er and per - ish; but naught chang-eth Thee.
"Tis on ly the splen -dor  of light hid - eth Thee!
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers 231

1 Christ has ris-en while earth slum-bers; Christ has ris-en where hope died,
2 Christ has ris-en  for the peo-ple whom he died to  love and save;
3 Christ has ris-en and for ev - er lives tochal-lenge and to change
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as he saidand as  he prom-ised, as  we doubt-ed and de - nied.
Christ has  ris-en  for the wom-en bring-ing flowers to grace his grave.
all whose lives are messed or man-gled, all who find  re - li- gion strange.
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Let  the moon em-brace the bless-ing; let  the sun sus-tain the cheer;
Christ has ris - en  for dis-d - ples hud-dled in  an up-stairs room.
Christ is ris - en, Christ is pres - ent mak - ing us what he has been:
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let the world con-firm the ru-mor: Christ is ris-en, God is here!
He whose word  in-spired cre-a-tion can't be si-lenced by the tomb.
ev - i - dence of trans-for-ma-tion in which God is known and seen.
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Beginning with rather conventional Easter imagery, this text moves into unexpected territory by declaring
that Christ's Resurrection is for “all whose lives are messed or mangled, all who find religion strange.” The
name of this traditional Welsh melody simply means “lullaby. ™
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TEXT: luhn L. Bell ard Graham Maule, 1988 SLICH GARN
WALSIC: Weelsh melody; arr, Alived V. Fedak, 2011 A.7.87.0
Tewt & 1988 WOGRL, dona Commuonity fedmim, GIA Publications, lnc.)

Mfusic Arr, £ 20T T Alived ¥ Fedak




707 Hymn of Promise
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1. In the bulb thereis a flow-er; in the seed, an ap-ple tree;
2.There’sa song  in ev-ery silence, seeking word —and mel-o - dy;
3, Inour end is our be- gin-ning; in our time,  in-fin-i - ty;
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in co-coons, a hid-den promise: but-ter-flies will soon be free!
there’sa dawn  in ev-ery darkness, bringing hope  toyouand me.

in our doubt thereis be- liev-ing; in our life, e-ter-ni - ty.
| P | ]
: i i 1 2 1 3 P—
i P ) — I
@
In the cold andsnow of win-ter there’saspring that waitsto be,
From the past will come the fu-ture; whatit holds, — a mys-ter -y,
In our death, a res-ur - rec-tion; atthe last, a victo - vy,
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un - re-vealed un-til its  sea-son, some-thing God a-lone can  see.
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WORDS: Natalie Sleeth, 1986 PROMISE

* MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1986 87.87 D
© 1986 Hope Publishing Co. '



The Downtown Church Staff

The Rev. Deborah Fae Swift,
Bridge Pastor
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Mark Anderson, Director of Operations
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Dr. Lee S. Wright,
Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist

Parish Leaders

John DeHority, Clerk of Session
Joan Mackey and Carol Snook, Co-Moderators of Deacons

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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