“Let the world confirm the rumor:

Christ is risen, God is here!”
-from “Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers,” John L. Bell and Graham Maule

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, April 11, 2021,
Second Sunday of Easter
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Meditation on “Suo Gan”

Welsh melody

Alan Jones, piano, Lee Wright, violin

Words of Welcome

The Rev. Deborah Fae Swift

Chime
Introit

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks
Donald Fishel
“Ref: Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give Praise to His Name.
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. Ref.

Spread the good news o’er all the earth. Jesus has died and has risen. Ref.”

Call to Worship

Eileen Smith

We worship in the Easter light,
For the shadow of death is no match for God’s love.
Let us join our voices with the disciple Thomas:
“My Master and my God!”
Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

ST. DENIO

Centering Prayer

Eileen Smith

Breathe into us, O God, and through the power of your Spirit, open our minds,
unlock our hearts, and enliven our faith so that we may recognize and welcome
the Risen One among us. Grant us the courage to give voice to our doubts,
fears, and questions. Remind us that when Thomas asked for proof, you gave it
to him, Jesus, and comfort us with reminders of your presence. We long for you
to speak to us. We echo the ancient words of the one who sought help from
you: We believe – oh, help our unbelief, we ask. Amen.
Scripture Reading

John 20:19-31

Eileen Smith

From The Message version

May the Spirit lead us to discover the meaning of this reading for us on this day.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn

Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers

SUO GAN

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Reflection

“Daring to Doubt; Choosing to Believe”

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

Rev. Swift

Samuel McFarland

“We walk by faith, and not by sight; no gracious words we hear
from one who spoke as none e’er spoke, but we believe him near.
We may not touch his hands and side, nor follow where he trod,
yet in his promise we rejoice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, and may our faith abound
to call on you when you are near, and seek where you are found:
that when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer light
we may behold you as you are in full and endless sight.”
Text: Henry Alford

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office:
121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614, Attn: Penny Crudup.

Prayers for Healing and Transformation
Rev. Swift
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Statement of Faith
God the Holy Spirit fulfills the work of reconciliation in human life. The
Holy Spirit creates and renews the church as the community in which
people are reconciled to God and to one another. The Spirit enables people
to receive forgiveness as they forgive one another and to enjoy the peace
of God as they make peace among themselves. In spite of their sin, the
Spirit gives people power to become representatives of Jesus Christ and his
gospel of reconciliation to all.
The new life takes shape in a community in which people know that
God loves and accepts them in spite of what they are. They therefore
accept themselves and love others, knowing that no one has any ground
on which to stand, except God’s grace.
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human
life: social and cultural, economic and political, scientific and
technological, individual and corporate. It includes the natural environment
as exploited and despoiled by sin. It is the will of God that the divine

purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ and all
evil be banished from creation.
With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks
and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the
kingdom/kin-dom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of
disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all
partial achievement to the final triumph of God.
(adapted from the Confession of 1967 – inclusive language version - 9.20, 9.22, 9.53, 9.55)

Closing Hymn

Hymn of Promise

TALLIS’ CANON

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Benediction
Postlude

Rev. Swift
Rustle of Spring

Christian Sinding

Jason Cloen, organ

Choral Offering

This Joyful Eastertide
Click Here for Text
And I Saw a New Heaven
Click Here for Text

Arr. Cary Ratcliff

Edgar Bainton

Thank you to. . .
Participants: Rev. Deb Swift, Eileen Smith,
Jason Cloen, Alan Jones, Anna Martin and Lee Wright
Choir: Caitlin Glastonbury, Joan Sussman, Anna Martin, Brenda Tremblay,
Emmalouise St. Amand, Mark Darling, Ben Magruder,
Alan Jones, Gavin Tremblay.
Sound Engineers: Donald Fairman, David McDowell, Ben Magruder (Choral Music)
Website integration: Donald Fairman
Call to Worship and Centering prayer Adapted from
Glory to God online resources from PC(USA).
https://hymnal.pcusastore.com/Home/
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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