TOGETHER

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, May 2, 2021,
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Click Here to Listen

Adagio e dolce from Sonata III, BWV 527

Prelude

Jason Cloen, organ

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

J.S. Bach

John DeHority, elder

Love Is Little

“Love is litte, love is low, love will make our spirit grow.
Grow in peace, grow in light, love will do the thing that’s right.”

Call to Worship

Shaker Song

The Rev. Gail Ricciuti

What will you offer to God, and to the body of Christ today?
Bring all that we have,
Bring all that we are,
The gifts of silence and the gifts of words are welcome.
The gifts of leading and the gifts of following are welcome.
The gifts of doubt and the gifts of faith are welcome.
The gifts of the head and the gifts of the heart are welcome.
The gifts of planning and the gifts of spontaneity are welcome.
May all that we are come together
to strengthen the living body of the church,
Christ Incarnate!
Hymn

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

BRIDEGROOM

Prayer of Approach (unison)

The Rev. Anthony Ricciuti

Grow us slowly, persistently, and deeply, God,
to be people who watch without distraction,
listen without interruption,
and stay put without inclination to flee.
Living Christ, in these times, if we fear we are losing hope
or feel that our efforts are futile,
let us see in our hearts and minds
the image of your resurrection,
and let that be our source of courage and strength.
With that, and in your company,
help us face challenges and struggles
against all that is born of injustice. Amen.
Scripture Readings

Acts 8:26-40
I John 4:7-21

Rev. Anthony Ricciuti

From the New Revised Standard Version

Hymn

Gospel Reading
Reflection

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Verses 1-3
John 15:1-8

From the New Revised Standard Version

“On Being Faithful to Our Roots”

HYFRYDOL

Rev. Gail Ricciuti
Rev. Anthony Ricciuti

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem

The Greatest of These Is Love

Robin J. King

“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy
gong and a clanging cymbal. If I have prophetic powers, and understand all, but have
not love, I am nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not jealous or boastful; Love is not arrogant or rude;
rejoicing not in wrong, but rejoicing in right; Love bears all things, believes all things, it
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.
As for prophecies, as for tongues, as for knowledge: They shall pass away. For our
knowledge is imperfect, and our prophecy is imperfect; but when the perfect comes the
imperfect will pass away. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now
I know in part; then shall I understand fully, as I have been understood. So, faith, hope,
Love abide these three: but the greatest of these is Love.”
Text: from I Corinthians:13

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office:
121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614, Attn: Penny Crudup.

The Sacrament of Communion
The Invitation
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! They will come from east
and west and from north and south to sit down at this table. According to
Luke, when our risen Christ was at table with his disciples, he took the bread,
and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him!
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Holy One.
Let us give thanks to the living God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion Song Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT

(Verses 1-3, Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Communion Prayers
O God, Ancient of Days,
your love brought galaxies into being,
summoned water and sky, earth and all creatures,
and made us into your image.
Through the ages you have cared for all you created.
When we wandered, you called us to return to you.
In the fullness of time, you sent us the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
to teach the law of love.
He lived what he taught
and loved his enemies to the end.
In wonder, we remember the life Jesus lived,
laid down, and took up again for us.
We praise you, all-holy God,
Creator, Redeemer, Sustaining Presence,
today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen!
And so to your table we come, bearing with us the joys and sorrows and
needs of your beloved world and this beloved community. We remember
those who have gone before us, keeping faith in this place, who now live in
your endless light. Hear the prayers of our hearts for those in need or
suffering among us, and for those in need or suffering just outside our doors.
With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup. Pour out your Holy Spirit
upon us that this meal may be a communion in the body of Christ, making us
one with Christ and with all who share this feast. For we pray together as
Jesus taught us:

Blessed One, our source and support, holy is your name. May your love be
enacted in the world. May your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For all that
we do in your love, and all that your love brings to birth, and the fullness of
love that will be are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
... The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
The Communion of the People
Prayer After Communion (unison)
In deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people,
we give ourselves to you.
Send us to live as changed people
because we have shared the Living Bread
and cannot remain the same.
Ask much of us, expect much from us,
enable much by us, encourage many through us.
So, God, may we glorify you
as inhabitants of earth and citizens of heaven. Amen.
Closing Hymn
Benediction

God Bless Your Church with Strength

ICH HALTE TREULICH STILL

Rev. Anthony Ricciuti

Choral Offering
Dear Friends,
This Sunday marks the final week of our 2020-21 choir season. This year, the choir has
gathered on Wednesday evenings to both rehearse and record selections for our worship.
We have rotated among members, being able to have only 8-12 singers participate each
week. Not only have singers been able to provide beautiful music to enhance our services,
but they have received the ministry of music through the act of singing together. While this
is always the case, it seems even more vital at this time, when most other choral
opportunities are on hold due to the pandemic. Additionally, we have been able to
provide a fair wage to our team of section leaders, who have lost so much other work
during this challenging time. Know that your support of the music ministry here ministers
beyond our worship to the cultural and spiritual vibrancy of our city as a whole.
I would like to recognize and offer my deepest gratitude to all of the singers who have
participated throughout this year. (Asterisks denote participants for this week.)
Sopranos
Laura Anderson
Judy Boyd
Marrlee Burgess*
Margaret Elisofon
Juli Elliot
Caitlin Glastonbury*
Heather Holmquest
Susannah Stewart*
Hannah Stokes
Joan Sussman

Altos
Jessica Ann Best
Kathryn Borden
Carol Kerner*
Kelley Madden
Anna Martin
Laura O’Neil
Emmalouise St. Amand*
Brenda Tremblay

Tenors
Jason Cloen*
Mark Darling*
David Henkel
Jacob Hunter
Ben Magruder*
Dan McInerney
Jeffrey Thompson

Basses
Rob Brown
John DeHority
Kevin Iacovelli
Rob Kerner*
Alan Jones*
Tim Lambert
Gavin Tremblay

We offer this short choral concert as a sign of our gratitude to all of you who have
listened to and supported us this year. May you find your own source of blessing in this
music:
It Takes a Whole Village
“It takes a whole village to raise our children,
It takes a whole village to raise one child.
We all everyone must share the burden,
We all everyone will share the joy.”

Joan Szymko

The Earth Adorned
Waldemar Ahlen
“The earth adorned in verdant robe sends praises upward surging,
while soft winds breathe on fragrant flowers from winter now emerging.
The sunshine bright gives warmth and light to budding blossoms tender,
proclaiming springtime splendor.
From out the wood, the birds now sing and each its song now raises,
to join with all the universe in voicing thankful praises.
With hope and joy their songs employ a rapturous exultation
in praise of God's creation.
O God, amid these joys of life, creation's glory beaming,
grant us the grace to keep your word and live in love redeeming.
All flesh is grass, the flowers fade, and time is fleeting ever;
God's word remains forever.”
Waldeman Ahlen (trans. Carolyn and Kenneth Jennings)
(c) 1934/1974 Walton Music Corporation

Locus iste (Place of Refuge)

“Place of refuge, created by God,
A priceless place of holy mystery,
It is blessed indeed.”

Anton Bruckner

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
South African
Ref: “Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Jesus Christ to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hunger. (Ref.)
Now God sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt,
Strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful Gospel. (Ref.)”

Thank you to. . .
Participants: The Revs. Gail and Anthony Ricciuti, John DeHority,
Jason Cloen, Juli Elliot, Alan Jones, Anna Martin, Emmalouise St. Amand and Lee Wright
Choir (for choral offering): Marrlee Burgess, Caitlin Glastonbury, Susannah Stewart,
Carol Kerner, Emmalouise St. Amand, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Ben Magruder,
Alan Jones, Rob Kerner
AV Engineers: Donald Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Ben Magruder
Website integration: Donald Fairman

This morning’s Call to Worship, Centering Prayer, portions of Communion Prayers,
and the Prayer of Jesus are drawn from
Voices Together, the hymnal of the Mennonite Church USA
(Harrisonburg, Virginia: MennoMedia, 2020).
The Prayer after Communion comes from Scotland’s Iona Community
(Wild Goose Worship Group).
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
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