“I was thirsty. . .

And you gave me something to drink,”
-Jesus (Matt. 25:35)

Celebration of Worship
Sunday, May 9, 2021,
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Click Here to Listen
Prelude

Meditation on “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets”
Lee Wright, organ

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

Nancy Brown, elder

Trees of the Field

Nancy Schimmel

“You shall indeed come in with joy, and be led forth in peace.
Before you, mountains and hills shall break into cries of joy
And all the trees of the wild shall clap, clap their hands.”
Text: adapted from Isaiah 55:1-2

Call to Worship (Psalm 98)

John Williams

Make a joyful noise to God
All the earth; break forth into grateful song and sing praises!
Yes, sing songs of praise extolling Love’s way;
Lift up your hearts with gratitude and joy!
Let the voices of all people blend in harmony,
In unison, let the people magnify the Holy One!
Let the sea laugh, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the waters clap their hands;
Let the hills ring out with joy before the Beloved, who radiates Love to all
the earth.
For Love reigns over the world with truth and justice
bringing order and balance to all of Creation.
From Psalms for Praying © 2007 Nan C. Merrill

Hymn

God, You Spin the Whirling Planets

PLEADING SAVIOR

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Centering Prayer (unison)

John Williams

Thank you, God, that you love us beyond our comprehension, today and forever.
Thank you for the gift of springtime, when bird songs greet us in the morning, and
when flowers and food spring forth from the earth, when even the trees clap their
hands. May this be a season of rebirth as we continue to reimagine our future. Let
justice be our joy. Teach us to dream deeply and to live courageously until your
blessings flow freely for everyone. We pray in the name of Jesus, who beckons us
to ask “Oh, Christ Jesus, is it you again?”
Scripture Reading
Music for Reflection

John 2:1-11

John Williams

Like a Healing Stream

Bruce Harding

From the New Revised Standard Version

“Like a healing stream in a barren desert,
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,
God is trickling through our lives as in a dream unfolding,
Promising revival and rebirth… Like a healing stream.
Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden,
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed,
God is bubbling through the soil to coax a new creation,
Yearning for an end to want and need… Like a gentle rain.
Like a river strong with a restless current,
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore,
God is carving out a channel in a new direction,
Calling for an end to hate and war… Like a river strong.
Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons,
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide,
God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow;
God will always challenge and provide! Like a mighty sea,
Like a river strong, Like a gentle rain, Like a healing stream.”

Scripture Reading
Meditation

Acts 10:44-48

Nancy Brown

“Can anyone withhold the water?”

Nancy Brown

Shall We Gather at the River

HANSON PLACE

From the New Revised Standard Version

Hymn

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Invitation to the Offering*
Offertory Anthem

Come to the Water

“O let all who thirst, let them come to the water.
And let all who have nothing, let them come to God.
Let them come to God without money, without price.
Why should you pay the price, except for God?
And let all who seek, let them come to the water,
And let all who have nothing, let them come to God.
Let them come to God without money, without strife.
Why should you spend your life, except for God?
And let all who toil, let them come to the water,
And let all who are weary, let them come to God.
Let them come to God, all who labor without rest.
How can your soul find rest, except for God?
And let all the poor, let them come to the water.
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to God.
Bring them all to God, bring the children without might.
Easy the load and light, O come to God.”
Text: John B. Foley, SJ, alt.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

Cary Ratcliff

Prayers for Healing and Transformation
Nancy Brown
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Benediction
Postlude

HYMN TO JOY

(Music may be found at the end of the bulletin)

Nancy Brown
Trumpet Tune

Jason Cloen, organ

Raymond Haan

Thank you to. . .
Officiants: Nancy Brown, John Williams
Musicians: Jason Cloen, Juli Elliot, Anna Martin, Jeffrey Thompson, and Lee Wright
AV Engineers: John DeHority, Donald Fairman, Mary and David McDowell,
Website integration: Donald Fairman

* We gratefully receive your offerings through the mail to the church office:
121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614, Attn: Penny Crudup.

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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