Let it shine

Celebration of Worship
Second Sunday after Christmas
January 2, 2022
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

The Shepherds

Words of Welcome

Theodore Salomé,
Arr. William Carl
Susan Riblett

Chime
*Introit (congregational)
This Little Light of Mine
American Spiritual
“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. . .
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. . .
Jesus gave it me, I’m gonna let it shine. . .”
*Call to Worship
John Williams
Beneath a brightly shining star, a baby is born.
Emmanuel, God is with us.
Beloved of his parents, he grows into a child,
Learning with his sisters and brothers to live in community.
He learns of the world around him, and of people in need.
God’s presence grows within him, sending him into that world.
Let us welcome Jesus among us.
Let us hear God’s call, sending us into our world.

*Hymn

All My Heart Today Rejoices
(Music may be found on page 7.)
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WARUM SOLLT’ ICH

Prayer for Wholeness
Holy One, the problems of our world can seem insurmountable. Do not let
us fall into despair. Where governments, and economic institutions, and
social beliefs present themselves as the inevitable way things are, remind us
that your way is the only path we must follow. Nothing human is
permanent, so we have the power to bring about change, if only we would
use it. Challenge us with your call for a new earth, challenge us to find new
ways of caring for our neighbors.
Assurance of Forgiveness
God has sent Spirit among us to lead us toward justice. Alone, we cannot
solve every problem, but as we find our calling and we find our
community, we can do God’s work without being overwhelmed. May we
find in Jesus lessons on how to be God’s presence, love, and prophetic
voice in our own time and place. Amen.
Scripture

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Message for All Ages
Music for Reflection

Susan Riblett
Come Darkness, Come Light

Mary Chapin Carpenter

Scripture

Matthew 25:34-40

Sermon

My People Shall Be Satisfied?

*Hymn

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
(Music may be found on page 8.)

Susan Riblett

Prayers of the People
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit
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come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ
Offertory Music

Shine, Jesus Shine

Graham Kendrick

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
We offer gifts to you, O God, from that which you have given to us. We
send them out into a world of need, a world of hunger, of fear, of sickness,
of hopelessness. May these gifts start to transform the world, so that the
hungry are fed, the homeless are housed, the sick are healed, and justice
flows across the earth. Amen.

*Hymn

Live Into Hope
(Music may be found on page 9.)

TRURO

*Charge and Benediction
Postlude

A la Venue de Noël
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Claude-Bénigne Balbastre

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: John Williams
Musicians: Jason Cloen, Alan Jones, and Jessica Ann Best
ⴕYou may give your offering
in the offering plates near the front of the sanctuary after worship
or
by mailing a check to: 121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, January 2

Sunday, January 9

10:45 Nursery Care

10:45 Nursery Care

11:00

11:00 Virtual Worship Service

Virtual Worship Service

5:00

Wednesday, January 5
7:00

Choir Rehearsal
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Virtual Annual Meeting

ANNUAL MEETING
Session has scheduled the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday,
January 9, 2022 at 5:00 PM. The meeting will take place via Zoom (a link will
be sent out closer to the meeting).
The agenda for the meeting is:
1.

The Church Nominating Committee moves that the required number of
Deacons be reduced from 18-27 to 12-18 and that this change be
recorded in the Manual of Administrative operations.

2.

Act on the slate proposed by the Church Nominating Committee.

3.

Presentation of 2022 Budget.
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,

Interim Pastor
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist

Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
John DeHority and Nancy Lauder Brown, Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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