Walk Together. . .

Celebration of Worship

The Second Sunday of Epiphany
January 16, 2022
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Guide My Feet
Negro Spiritual
Arr. for violin and piano by Jacqueline Hairston

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

Susan Riblett

Walk in the Light
Arr. André Thomas
“Walk in the light, beautiful light,
Come where the dew-drops of mercy shine bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world.”
Text: George D. Elderkin

*Call to Worship
David Lee
(adapted from UCC Faith INFO Team resources, used by permission)
God of our ancestors and God of our dreams,
we gather today to remember
that you have created us all in your image and in your likeness
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
We remember how you spoke into the darkness and created light
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
We remember the ways you have delivered your people
through trials and tribulations since the beginning of time,
right up until this present moment
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
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God, you have been the guiding light along the paths of Hope and Love
leading toward a beloved community
where all are equally seen and radically loved
And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
*Hymn

Walk Together, Children
Negro Spiritual
Refrain: Walk together, children, don’ you get weary. (3X)
There’s a great camp meetin’ in the promised land.
Verses: I’m gonna walk/shout/sing and never tire. . .
There’s a great camp meetin’ in the promised land.

Prayer for Wholeness
O Gracious God, as we look at the example of Martin Luther King, Jr., we
realize that too often we fail to meet hatred with love. Too often we are
swept up in our own problems, and do not emphasize the injustices done
to others in our community. Too often we fail to recognize all the people
living in fear, so we fail to reach out and help them. Too often people do
not have enough to eat, do not have clean water to drink, do not have all
the clothes they need, do not have adequate medical care, do not have a
place to call home, and our society does not make it a priority to provide
for them.
Assurance of Forgiveness
In the words of the psalmist, “When I look at your heavens, the work of
your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are
human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for
them?” And yet you have cared for us, providing for our needs, and
sending prophets through the ages to let us know your ways. In your
abundant love, we are forgiven.
Scripture

Psalm 36:5-10

Message for All Ages
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Music for Reflection

Were we dreaming?

Cary Ratcliff

“Were we dreaming? Were we dreaming? Ah…
When the sky turned white and the angel spoke and the heavens sang.
Were we dreaming? Were we dreaming? Ah…
Hearing God and earth shall be reconciled by a tiny child.
Were we dreaming? Were we dreaming?”
Text: Cary Ratcliff

Scripture

I Corinthians 12:4-11

Reflection

Gifts for the Common Good

*Hymn

Come Down O Love Divine
(Music may be found on page 7.)

DOWN AMPNEY

Prayers of the People
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit
come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ
Offertory Music

Lift Every Voice and Sing

J. Rosamond Johnson

Lift ev’ry voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, Arr. Craig Courtney
ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list’ning skies,
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us.
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast’ning rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
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yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our parents sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path thro’ the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast.
Text: James Weldon Johnson

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, we can offer no thanks that match the many gifts you give to
us. And so we bring our gifts to do your work in the world, caring for your
people and all living things, that through us your Spirit will move in the
land. Amen.
*Hymn

God, You Give the Great Comission
(Music may be found on page 8.)
*Charge and Benediction
Postlude

ABBOT’S LEIGH

Ain’t-A-That Good News
Negro Spiritual
Arr. for violin and piano by Jacqueline Hairston

Passing of the Peace
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WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: David Lee
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Sipra Agrawal Kolar, Nicole Kulakowski, Anna Martin, Joan Sussman
Alto: Liz Jackson, Emmalouise St. Amand
Tenor: Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, Bob Cowles, John DeHority, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

ⴕYou may give your offering
in the offering plates near the front of the sanctuary after worship
or
by mailing a check to: 121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,

Interim Pastor
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist

Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
John DeHority and Nancy Lauder Brown, Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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