“. . .where for forty days
he was tempted by the devil.”
-Luke 4:2a, NRSV

Celebration of Worship
The First Sunday in Lent
March 6, 2022
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Soliloquy

Words of Welcome

Lamar Barrus
Rev. Tiberi

Chime
Introit (congregational)
Guide My Feet
American Negro Spiritual
“Guide my feet. . . while I run this race (3X)
For I don’ want to run this race in vain.
I’m your child. . .
Stand by me. . .”
Opening Sentences (Hebrews 1:1; 4: 15-16)
Sally Allison
In many and various ways, God has spoken of old to our ancestors by the
prophets.
But in these last days, God has spoken to us through Jesus the Christ.
We have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses,
But one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sinning.
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Amen. Let us worship God.
*Hymn

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (congregation’s request)
(Music may be found on page 8.)
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FAITHFULNESS

Prayer for Wholeness
Gracious God, in Jesus Christ you came to show us the ways of life, but
often we turn from those ways. We have not loved as you have loved us,
nor have we always lived as we ought, and our years are soon gone. God,
have mercy on us. Lift us above every past regret and present failure; reveal
to us our true selves; and give us grace to accept your mercy and courage
to live by your promise. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace, for our hope is in you. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (from John 3:17)
“God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”
Friends, believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Sharing the Peace of Christ
Scripture

Philippians 2:4-8

Message for All Ages
Music for Reflection

Psalm 90:1-3, 14-17

Lee Wright

Congregational Antiphon: Increase the Light within us—O Beloved hear our prayer!
“Eternal and Immortal One, You have been our refuge in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, before You had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting, You are the Alpha and the Omega.
When our days on Earth are ended, You welcome us home to your Heart,
To the City of Light, where time is eternal and days are not numbered.
You gather those who love You as friends returning from a long journey,
giving rest to their souls.
You anoint them with the balm of understanding,
healing wounds of the past. (Antiphon)
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Help us to wait in Silence listening for your gentle Voice;
Strengthen us with courage to face the fears within.
O, that we might be converted in our hearts
and walk together in peace and harmony!
Let your Love be known to the nations,
your Glory to our children’s children.
Let the grace and gentleness of the Holy Spirit be upon us,
Guiding our feet upon paths of Love Consciousness. (Antiphon)”
Text from Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness, by Nan C. Merrill

Scripture

Luke 4:1-13

Sermon

The Temptations of Power

*Hymn

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days
(Music may be found on page 10.)

ST FLAVIAN

Prayers of the People
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ
Offertory Music

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

Scott Perkins

“Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
come into the daylight's splendor, there with joy your praises render.

Bless the One whose grace unbounded this amazing banquet founded;
he, though heav'nly, high, and holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
Now in faith I humbly ponder over this surpassing wonder
that the bread of life is boundless though the souls it feeds are countless;
Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, truest friend and dearest treasure,
worthily let me receive you, and, so favored never leave you.”
Text: Johann Franck, trans. Catherine Winkworth
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* Offering Response for Lent
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

HAMBURG

Prayer of Dedication
O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all received:
accept, we pray, this offering of your people. Remember in your love those
who have given it and those for whom it is given, and so follow it with your
blessing that it may promote peace and goodwill among all people, and
advance the realm of our Savior Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
*Hymn

Take My Life
(Verse 1, Music may be found on page 11.)

HENDON

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit
come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the Spirit, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread and Cup
Music at Communion
Gliding
Michael Connor
Lucia Ruderman, guitar
Prayer of Blessing
Holy God,
in deep gratitude
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for this moment, this meal, these people,
we give ourselves to you.
As we leave this Table for now,
ask much of us, expect much from us,
enable much by us, encourage many through us.
So may we live to your glory,
both as inhabitants of earth
and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen.
*Hymn

Take My Life
(Verses 2 & 6, Music may be found on page 11.)

HENDON

*Charge and Benediction
Choral Response

Amen

Justin Wallace

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: Sally Allison
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Sipra Agrawal Kolar, Nicole Kulakowski, Anna Martin, Joan Sussman
Alto: Kathryn Borden, Liz Jackson, Emmalouise St. Amand
Tenor: Liam Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

ⴕYou may give your offering
in the offering plates near the front of the sanctuary after worship
or
by mailing a check to: 121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, March 6

Sunday, March 13

11:00 Worship Service

11:00 Worship Service

Preacher - Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Preacher - Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Liturgist -Sally Allison

Liturgist – Lea Kone

Wednesday, March 9
7:00

Choir Rehearsal

Welcome to DUPC’s Lenten worship. Lent is the 40-day period between

Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday (excluding Sundays) in which Christians
focus on renewing their commitment to Christ, turning away from sin, and living
a more virtuous life. Traditionally, during this solemn season of penitence and
renewal, the word "alleluia" is not said or sung during worship.
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Interim Pastor

Eileen Dietsch,
Director of Operations
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist
Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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