“. . .For I would return home to you.”
-

-

Psalm 25:20, Para. Nan C. Merrill

Celebration of Worship
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022
Click Here to Listen

Prelude

Whirling Leaves

Faber, Adapt. Lee Wright

Mekhi Thomas, piano, Lee Wright, organ

Words of Welcome

Rev. Tiberi

Chime
*Introit (congregational) The Lord Is Blessing Me Right Now

Nolan Williams Jr.

“The Lord is blessing me right now, Oh, right now!
The Lord is blessing me right now, Oh, right now!
He woke me up this morning, and started me on my way;
The Lord is blessing me right now!”
*Call to Worship
We come, in this time,
trusting in the presence of the God who loves us.
We come, in this time,
because God's grace has spilled over in our lives.
We come, in this time,
because Jesus has found us and brought us home.
Amen! Let us worship God.

*Hymn

O Day of Rest and Gladness
(Music may be found on page 9.)
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Kim McConnell
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Prayer for Wholeness
Loving God,
Some days there is enough doubt in us to smother our faith.
Some days there is enough weariness in us to drain our hopefulness.
Some days there is enough apathy within us to stifle our compassion.
Yet, thankfully there is also enough discontent in us
to make us return home to your love.
God of patience and of prodigal mercy,
forgive us our folly,
and lead us to the fountain of your grace;
through Christ Jesus our Redeemer. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness (from Luke 15)
Jesus said, "I tell you that even so there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no
repentance."
And so friends, believe in the good news:
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven and made new. Amen.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another
Scripture

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Message for All Ages
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Music for Reflection

Psalm 25:1-10, 16-20

Lee Wright

Congregational Antiphon:

“Let me not feel unworthy; let not fear rule over me.
Yes! May all who open their hearts savor You and bless the earth!
Compel me to know your ways, O Love; Instruct me upon your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, For through You will I know wholeness;
I shall reflect your Light both day and night.
I know of your mercy, Blessed One, and of your unconditional Love;
You have been with me from the beginning.
Forgive the many times I have walked away from You
Choosing to follow my own will. ANTIPHON
I seek your guidance, once again, I yearn to know your Peace.
Companion me as I open to your Will!
You are gracious and just, O Spirit of Truth, Happy to guide those who miss their way;
You enjoy teaching all who are open, all who choose to live in truth.
Your paths are loving and sure, O Holy One, and Those who give
witness to you through their lives are blessed beyond measure. ANTIPHON
Turn to me, O Holy One, and envelop me with your love, For I am lonely and oppressed.
Relieve the blocks in my heart that keep me separated from You;
See all the darkness within me; fill it with your healing Light.
Look at my pain and all my fears; they shut out love and life.
Protect me and free me; let me not live as unworthy,
For I would return Home to You.” ANTIPHON

Text from Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness, by Nan C. Merrill
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Scripture

Luke 15: 1-2, 11-32

Sermon

When Fairness Isn’t Enough

*Hymn

There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy
(Music may be found on page 10.)

IN BABILONE

Prayers of the People
Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit
come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ
Offertory Music

Light of a Clear Blue Morning

Dolly Parton

“It’s been a long dark night,
Arr. Craig Hella-Johnson
and I’ve been waiting for the morning.
It’s been a long hard fight, but I see a brand-new day a-dawning.
I’ve been looking for the sunshine ‘cause I ain’t seen it in so long.
Everything’s gonna work out find. Everything’s gonna be alright, it’s gonna be okay.
I can see the light of a clear blue morning. I can see the light of a brand-new day.
I can see the light of a clear blue morning. Everything’s gonna be alright, it’s gonna be okay.”
Elizabeth Jackson, soloist

* Offering Response for Lent
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
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*Prayer of Dedication
Loving God, you have called us to join in your work of love in the world.
Now make us generous of hand, heart, and mind, as you are. As we return
to you a portion of your gifts, we pray you would receive them as a sign of
our gratitude for your unending love, and guide us as we offer our whole
selves in your service, seeking your abundant life for all. Amen.
*Hymn

God of the Sparrow

(congregation’s request)

ROEDER

(Music may be found on page 11.)
*Charge and Benediction
Instrumental Response

Malagueña
Mekhi Thomas, piano

Arr. Faber

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: Kim McConnell
Guest Musician: Mekhi Thomas
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Sipra Agrawal Kolar, Nicole Kulakowski, Anna Martin, Joan Sussman
Alto: Kathryn Borden, Liz Jackson, Emmalouise St. Amand
Tenor: Liam Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

ⴕYou may give your offering
in the offering plates near the front of the sanctuary after worship
or
by mailing a check to: 121 N. Fitzhugh St, 14614
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.
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WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.
* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit”

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, March 27

Sunday, April 3

11:00 Worship Service

11:00 Worship Service

Preacher - Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Preacher - Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Liturgist -Kim McConnell

Liturgist – Lea Kone

Wednesday, March 30
7:00

Choir Rehearsal

Welcome to DUPC’s Lenten worship. Lent is the 40-day period between

Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday (excluding Sundays) in which Christians
focus on renewing their commitment to Christ, turning away from sin, and living
a more virtuous life. Traditionally, during this solemn season of penitence and
renewal, the word "alleluia" is not said or sung during worship.
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Interim Pastor

Eileen Dietsch,
Director of Operations
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Robert Clement, Maintenance

Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist
Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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Presbytery’s Upcoming Congregational Learning “Satellite” Zoom courses.
➢ WHAT/TITLE: Interfaith Climate Action
Rochester Area Interfaith Climate Action (RAICA.net) is a local interfaith organization that has
gathered local resources, expertise and ideas that you can use to make your congregation, your
house of worship and your individual members’ homes more energy efficient and do your part to
address climate change—including a resource that gives congregations everything they need to
begin to get organized and become an Earthcare Community. Together we can ALL make a big
difference!
PRESENTER: Jim Tappon, founder of Cool Rochester, helping homeowners Save Energy,
Save Money and help to Save the Planet; member of the Irondequoit Presbyterian Church
WHEN: Thursday, March 31, 2022 at 6:45pm – 8:15pm
****NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED***
Join Zoom Meeting Online:
Meeting ID: 934 591 8056
Passcode: climate763
Or by phone: 1-929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 934 591 8056
If you have any questions, please contact Mindy Shaffer mindyashaffer@gmail.com 585727-0463 or Nancy Simpson 585-478-5940
************************************************************************************************
➢

•
•
•
•

WHAT/TITLE: Writing as a Spiritual Practice
In this welcoming and energizing workshop, you will be guided in a process of tapping into
the spiritual “spring of living water” welling up within us that Jesus promises to all who seek
it (John 4:7-14). We will :
Draw on a practice of freewriting developed in the Presbytery of Genesee Valley & at
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School
Write in response to prompts from Scripture
Pause after each five-minute burst of writing to re-read what is on the page & mark what
we find to be the most lively portions
Share (as desired) with others
There are no “wrong ways” to do freewriting & no previous experience is needed. All we
need is pen & paper, or keyboard, & ourselves, ready to be attentive to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit as we open our minds &hearts.

PRESENTER: Rev. Pat Youngdahl
WHEN: Thursday, April 7, 2022 at 1:00pm – 2:30pm
REGISTRATION: Register in advance for this meeting: After registering, you will
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Rod Frohman,
cityrevrochester@gmail.com or 585-727-2676, or Nancy Simpson at 585-478-5940.

The Easter memorial bulletin insert, in Easter Sunday’s bulletin, will list loved
ones remembered or honored by donors to the One
Great Hour of Sharing. Checks may be made payable
to DPC or Downtown Church. These gifts must be
received by Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022.
Instead of many Easter Lilies, two bouquets of Spring
Flowers will serve as memorials on Easter Sunday. In
addition, an arrangement of flowers will adorn the
Communion table. This arrangement will be delivered
to the Presbyterian Home after our church service.
To remember or honor a loved one with your gift, complete and return the
form below to the Downtown Presbyterian Church’s Business Office by April
10, 2022.
Please print or type:
In memory or honor of:

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
From:
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Please return the completed form with your donation by April 10, 2022 or
email it to the church office at office@downtownpresbyterian.org.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

