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Sunday Worship 
May 22, 2022, 11:00AM 

 Sixth Sunday of Eastertide  
 Click Here to Watch 

 
 
 
Prelude Higher Ground Charles H. Gabriel 
  Arr. Alex-Zsolt (ASCAP)
  
Words of Welcome     
 
Chime   
Introit        Lead Me, Guide Me Doris Akers 
  Please join in the refrain: Arr. Richard Smallwood    
  ­Lead me, guide me, along the way. 
  For if you lead me, I will not stray. 
  Oh, let me walk each day with thee. 
 Lead me, O Jesus, lead me.®    
  

*Call to Worship  Lea Kone 
We come this morning full of ourselves: 
Our concerns, our plans, our opinions, our schedules. 
In this moment, may we empty our minds of the relentless «I¬ and make 
space for God. 
May we put aside our assumptions, and open our hearts to hear the Spirit 
speaking. 
Let us listen for God¬s call,  
and rest in God¬s unending care.  
Let us worship God.  

 
*Hymn Praise the Lord! God¬s Glories Show LLANFAIR 
 (Music may be found on page 8.) 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/live-stream/
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*Prayer of Wholeness (unison)   
Loving God, you offer us your whole self, and ask us to trust and obey. 
We confess that sometimes it is hard to trust and hard to walk your path. 
When we ignore your call and follow our own way instead, forgive us. 
We confess that sometimes we like things just the way they are, and the 
newness is scary. 
Forgive us we hold on to the past at the cost of the present and the future. 
Holy God, fill us again with your grace, your hope, your peace, and help 
us to be your faithful people in the world. Amen.  

 
Assurance of Forgiveness (Ephesians 2:4-5, alt.) 

Because of God¬s great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions; 
It is by grace we have been saved.  
Friends, believe the good news: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.  
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

Scripture Psalm 67  
 

Message for All Ages  Susan Richane 
 
Music for Reflection Before You I Kneel Keith and Kristyn Getty, 
 (A Worker¬s Prayer) Jeff Taylor and Stuart Townend 
  

 ­Before you I kneel, my loving Creator, to offer the work of my hands. 
 For this is the day you have given; I will rejoice and be glad. 
 For the strength I have to live and breathe, for each skill your grace has given me; 
 For the needs and opportunities that will glorify your great name. 
  

 Before you I kneel and ask for your goodness to cover the work of my hands. 
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 For patience and peace to shape all my labor; your grace for thorns in my path. 
 Flow within me like a living stream; wear away the stones of pride and greed, 
 Till your ways are dwelling deep in me and a harvest of life is grown. 
 

 Before you we kneel, our loving Creator; establish the work of our hands. 
 And order our steps to seek first your Spirit in every small and great task. 
 May we live the Gospel of your grace; serve your purpose in all our days; 
 Then our lives will bring eternal praise and all glory to your great name.® 
  
Scripture Acts 16:6-15 
 

Sermon Listening for Course Corrections   
 
Hymn The Church of Christ in Every Age WAREHAM 
 (Verses 1, 2, 3, and 5)  

(Music may be found on page 9.) 
 

Prayers of the People 
 ͡Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit 
come! Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 ͡  ͡Invitation to the Offering  

 
Offertory Music Higher Ground Charles H. Gabriel 
 ­I¬m pressing on the upward way, new heights I¬m gaining ev'ry day; 
  Still praying as I¬m onward bound, ­Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.® 
 

  Refrain: Lord, lift me up, and let me stand by faith, on heaven¬s tableland; 
  A higher plane than I have found, Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 

 My heart has no desire to stay where doubts arise and fears dismay; 
Though some may dwell where these abound, my prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 
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 I want to live above the world, though Satan¬s darts at me are hurled; 
For faith has caught a joyful sound, the song of saints on higher ground. 

 

 I want to scale the utmost height, and catch a gleam of glory bright; 
  But still I¬ll pray till heav¬n I¬ve found, ­Lord, lead me on to higher ground.® 
 Text: Johnson Oatman Jr. 

 
*Doxology for Eastertide 
 O Jesus, risen now to bless, 
 Do thou thyself our hearts possess, 
 That we may give you all our days 
 The willing tribute of our praise! 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 

Eternal God, who gives good gifts to all people, and who grants 
the spirit of generosity: Give us, we pray you, hearts always 
open to hear your word, that, following the example of your 
servant Lydia, we may show hospitality to those who are in any 
need or trouble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
*Hymn Send Me, Jesus THUMA MINA 
 (Music may be found on page 10.) 
 
*Charge and Benediction    
   
Postlude Pastorella, Movement IV J.S. Bach 
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Thank you to. . . 

Liturgist: Lea Kone 
 

Musicians: Alan Jones and Lee Wright 
  

 All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under  
 One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 
 

Ring in Pentecost! 
The day of Pentecost, celebrated 50 days after Easter (June 5th, 2022) commemorates the 
coming of the Holy Spirit to the early Christian church as described in the second chapter 
of Acts. Also considered to be the ­birthday® of the church, Pentecost is a time to 

celebrate the coming together of the Children of God with increased understanding, re-
affirmed faith, and renewed energy for service.  

 
Please consider participating in the liturgy on this special day by playing 

handbells! All are invited, and no prior experience is required.  
 

We will rehearse after worship on May 22nd and 29th for an hour  
to prepare our joyful noise.  

 
Please contact Lee Wright (lwright@downtownpresbyterian.org or 585.520.2003) 

if you would like to participate.   
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:lwright@downtownpresbyterian.org
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WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning! 
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.  

 

We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our 
services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as 
needed so that they express your faith.  
 
T͡he ­Prayer of Jesus® as it appears in our worship bulletin is a modification of 

the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, found in Matthew chapter 6: ­Creator® has 
been substituted for ­Father,® and ­Spirit® has been substituted for 
­kingdom.®  Please use the version of this prayer which you prefer.  
 
This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary ° please switch your hearing aid to the ­T® 
(telephone) position.  
 
* An asterisk indicates ­please rise in body or spirit® 
 

 ͡  ͡When local pandemic numbers are high, we do not pass the collection plates 
down the pews.  Instead, you are invited to place your offering in the plates 
(located in the front, on the table near the pulpit) so that they may be brought 
forward during the offertory prayer, and then placed on the communion table. 
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This Week at Downtown Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 22  

9:00    Sunday Forum Zoom Meeting 

11:00   Worship Service  

            Preacher - Rev. Laurie Tiberi 

            Liturgist ° Lea Kone 

Tuesday, May 24 

10:30   Psalm & Bible Study Zoom Meeting 

 

   

 

Sunday, May 29 

9:00    Sunday Forum Zoom Meeting 

11:00   Worship Service  

            Preacher - Rev. Laurie Tiberi 

            Liturgist ° John Williams 
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The Downtown Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min., 

Interim Pastor 
Eileen Dietsch,  

Director of Operations 
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator 

Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 
Ed Verna, Maintenance 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Robert Clement, Maintenance 

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

Penny Crudup, Church Secretary 
David Mear, Business Manager 

Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper 
& Receptionist Coordinator 
Keisha Betts, Receptionist 

Theresa Reddick, Receptionist  
Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist 

 

 
 

Parish Leaders 

Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session 
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons  

 
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone:  (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax:  (585) 325-6023 
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 
 

 

 
 
 

 


