Why do we pray?
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Sunday Worship

17 Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 24, 2022, 10:00AM
Click Here to Watch
Prelude

Gavotte
Minuet
Minuet in G

Miles Warren and Lee Wright, violins

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

Rev. Tiberi
Over My Head

Negro Spiritual

Kearstin Piper Brown, soprano

Arr. Uzee Brown

*Call to Worship (Psalm 66: 8, 9, 20)
Bless our God, O peoples,
let the sound of God’s praise be heard,
who has kept us among the living,
and has not let our feet slip.
Blessed be God,
because God has not rejected my prayer
or removed God’s steadfast love from me.
Let us worship God.
*Hymn

P. Martini
J.S. Bach
L. von Beethoven

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright
(Music may be found on page 8.)

Prayer for Wholeness (unison)
Gracious God, source of all life, mercy, and grace:
We come before you in need of healing:
The healing of our bodies and souls,
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Pat Tweet

PUER NOBIS
NASCITUR

The healing of our relationships,
The healing of our pride and fear and apathy.
We know that with you, nothing is impossible, not even our healing,
Not even the restoration of the whole world.
We pray that you will heal us, that you will heal our world,
So that we will be freed to serve and love and dream and be,
As Christ calls us. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
Siblings in Christ, the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting. Let
us proclaim the good news together:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
Scripture

Psalm 138

Music for Reflection Andante, from Exsultate Jubilate, K. 165

“You, o crown of virgins, grant us peace,
Console our feelings, from which our hearts sigh.”

W.A. Mozart

Sung in Latin, author and translator unknown

Scripture

Luke 11: 1-13

Sermon

Why Do We Pray?

Hymn

Seek Ye First
(Music may be found on page 9.)
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LAFERTY

Prayers of the People
ⴕ Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
(realm/Spirit/kin[g]dom) come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the (realm/Spirit/kin[g]dom), and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
ⴕⴕ

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music

Alleluia, from Exsultate Jubilate, K. 165

W.A. Mozart

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be used to
pass on the promise of hope, of peace, of life, of community to all in need
of your gifts and presence in their lives. Amen.
*Hymn

Every Time I Feel the Spirit

PENTECOST

(Music may be found on page 11.)

*Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Allegro Moderato, from Concerto No. 5 in G
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F. Seitz

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: Pat Tweet
Musicians: Kearstin Piper Brown, Miles Warren, and Lee Wright
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
About the “Prayer of Jesus”
The prayer Jesus taught his disciples to pray is found in the gospels of Matthew
and Luke. Both gospels use the Greek word Basileia, which can be translated into
English as any of the following: kingdom, kingship, domain, reign, sovereignty,
realm, dominion. In keeping with both long tradition and this congregation’s
recent practice, as well as DUPC’s welcoming of diversity in the expression of
theological views, the Session and Interim Pastor have decided to offer more than
one word choice at this point in the prayer. Please choose from among the
options provided, or use a different word if you prefer. The pastor will step away
from the microphone after beginning this prayer, so that no one word choice
dominates the sound of our corporate prayer.
ⴕ

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.
* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit”
5

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, July 24

Sunday, July 31

10:00 Worship Service

10:00 Worship Service

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Liturgist – Pat Tweet

Liturgist – Sally Allison
11:15 Congregational Conversation Hallock Lounge

Nursery care for ages 0-5 will be available in the Hallock Lounge, July and
August. Then starting September 11th, nursery Care for ages 0-5 will be
available in room C-23.
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,
Interim Pastor
Eileen Dietsch,
Director of Operations
Amelia Borgus, Sunday School Teacher
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist
Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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Now that the 2022 General Assembly has ended – the
first-ever hybrid assembly – the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) will try to live into the commitments made
and the work ahead. Ruth Santana-Grace and Shavon

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 225 ROUNDUP

Starling-Louis, the new co-moderators, stood for election
using the theme “Unbounded We Thrive,” and the assembly
spoke its mind on issues affecting the church and the world.
Israel/Palestine. The assembly voted 266-116 to approve one of the most
controversial items before it — INT-02, declaring that the PC(USA) recognize
the laws, policies and practices of the Israeli government regarding the Palestinian
people “fulfill the international legal definition of apartheid.” Some have criticized
the PC(USA) stance towards Israel as antisemitic, saying it hurts interfaith relations.
Others say the assembly spoke courageously in supporting human rights for the
Palestinian people.
Climate change. Voting 340-41, the assembly directed PC(USA) entities to divest

from five oil and gas companies it concluded are not moving quickly enough to try
to slow global warming — Chevron, ExxonMobil, Marathon Petroleum, Phillips
66, and Valero Energy. The vote reflected continued support for the Committee
on Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI)’s strategy of corporate
engagement and selective divestment. Action on another item, ENV-09, also
affirmed “that working in the fossil fuel industry is a necessity for many” and assured
Presbyterians that “divestment is not a condemnation or judgment of their choice of
employment.”
Litany of repentance. One of the assembly’s most powerful emotional moments

came when White Presbyterians recited a litany of repentance from RGJ-08, offering
an apology to African Americans for the sin of slavery and its legacy. One assembly
committee focused exclusively on issues of race and gender justice — including
violence against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, disparities experienced
by Black women and girls, and racial disparities in health care. Other concerns:
confronting White supremacy in the PC(USA) and working for reparative justice.
Gun violence. With recent mass shootings still echoing, the assembly approved

VIOL-07, declaring 2022-2032 a “Decade to End Gun Violence” — asking the
Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) to develop tools for faith-based advocacy
against gun violence and for studying “the intersection of white supremacy culture,
Christian nationalism, and gender with gun violence.” It also approved VIOL-11,
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directing MRTI to begin a process of corporate engagement with Walmart, Dick’s
Sporting Goods, and Kroger, three publicly-traded companies included in the
investment portfolios of either the Board of Pensions or Presbyterian Foundation,
and which sell guns not classified as semi-automatic and assault-based weapons.
(Those weapons previously mentioned are already on the divestment list.)
Family leave. The assembly approved a proposed amendment to the PC(USA)

constitution to say a minister’s terms of call shall include at least 12 weeks of
paid family medical leave (covering the birth, fostering or adoption of a child;
care for ill or disabled family members; and healing following a loss or tragic
event). To take effect, the proposed change needs approval from a majority of the
presbyteries.
Immigration. The assembly voted 340-25 to declare the PC(USA) a “sanctuary

and accompaniment church” — saying the denomination stands with immigrants
and asylum-seekers and is committed to working for justice in U.S. immigration
policy. That work often involves Presbyterians accompanying immigrants by
offering housing and legal assistance, going with them to immigration hearings
and other appointments and trying to get people released from detention.
Restructuring. Supporting recommendations from a special committee, the

assembly voted to create a commission with the power to act and the responsibility
for unifying the PMA and the Office of the General Assembly — basically, to
restructure the top level of the PC(USA). Citing financial stress on congregations
and presbyteries, the assembly also created a team to develop experimental models
as alternatives to the current per capita funding system.
Reproductive justice. In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court decision

overturning Roe v. Wade, the assembly approved a resolution on reproductive
justice — saying the PC(USA) rejects “attempts at all levels of government to
reduce, limit, or eliminate access to contraceptive and abortion care.”
LGBTQIA+ equity. The assembly created a new LGBTQIA+ Equity Advocacy

Committee as a permanent committee of the General Assembly — equivalent in
access and accountability to the Advocacy Committee for Women and Gender
Justice and the Racial Equity Advocacy Committee.
Per capita. The assembly set the new General Assembly per capita assessment at

$9.85 per member for 2023 and $9.80 per member for 2024. That compares to
the current per capita rate of $8.98 per member.
2024 General Assembly. Presented with four options, the assembly opted for

a hybrid approach again for the 2024 assembly — choosing Plan Omega with
online committee meetings and in-person plenary sessions in Salt Lake City, Utah.

