Sunday Worship

August 7, 2022, 10:00AM
Click Here to Watch
Prelude

Meditation on Blessed Assurance

Words of Welcome
Chime
Introit

ASSURANCE

Rev. Carolyn Grohman
Blessed Assurance

Phoebe Knapp

“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, child of God, born of his Spirit, wrapped in his love.
Ref: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect elation, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending, bring from above, echos of mercy, whispers of love.”
Please join in singing the refrain.
Text: Fanny Crosby, alt.

*Call to Worship
Gather before God, people of the covenant.
Listen for God’s Word, O faithful ones.
God has invited us to this place.
We believe God will speak to us here.
Come to honor God and give thanks.
Seek to learn and follow in God’s way.
We come as willing and grateful seekers.
Let your steadfast love, O God, be upon us.
God calls us to be workers for justice.
God sends us out as advocates for the dispossessed.
We are here to be equipped for ministry.
We want to be empowered for our service.

Nancy Brown

---adapted from Gathered by Love, by Lavon Bayler, United Church Press, 1994.
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*Hymn

God Is Here!
ABBOT’S LEIGH
(Please sing verses 1, 3, and 4. Music may be found on page 8.)

Prayer for Wholeness (unison)
God of justice and righteousness, we confess that we have been far more
ready to say we believe than to trust you to lead us into new ventures of
faithfulness. We are afraid of the evil that surrounds us. We fear
rejection, failure, and ridicule. We admire Jesus, but we shrink from
following in his footsteps. Save us from our timidity, and use our doubts
as an entry to deeper faith. Amen.

---adapted from1, 8-12m Taught by Love, by Lavon Bayler, United Church Press, 1998.

Assurance of Forgiveness
Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us,
Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. Friends, believe the good
news:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
Scripture

Genesis 12:1-9

Music for Reflection

Promises

Maverick City Music

“God of Abraham, You're the God of covenant and of faithful promises.
Time and time again You have proven You’ll do just what You said.
Though the storms may come and the winds may blow
I’ll remain steadfast and let my heart learn,
when You speak a word it will come to pass.
Great is Your faithfulness to me.
From the rising sun to the setting same, I will praise Your name.
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God from age to age though the earth may pass away Your word remains the same.
Your history can prove there’s nothing You can’t do.
I put my faith in Jesus my anchor to the ground
My hope and firm foundation He’ll never let me down.”

Scripture

Hebrews 11:1, 8-12

Sermon

Journeying in Faith

Hymn

God of Our Life
(Music may be found on page 10.)

SANDON

Prayers of the People
ⴕ ⴕ Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Music

By Faith

Keith and Kristyn Getty

“By faith, we see the hand of God in the light of creation’s grand design;

In the lives of those who prove God’s faithfulness, who walk by faith and not by sight.
By faith, our forebearers roamed the earth with the power of God’s promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand–A place where peace and justice reign.
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on God, our soul’s reward.
Till the race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.
By faith, the prophets saw a day when the longed-for Messiah would appear
With the power to break the chains of sin and death, and rise triumphant from the grave.
By faith, the church was called to go in the power of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news, in every corner of the earth.
By faith, this mountain shall be moved and the power of the gospel shall prevail,
For we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name.”
Words: Stuart Townend

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
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Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
God of steadfast love, in gratitude for your goodness to us, we reach out
to others as you have reached out to us. Because we have received so
much, we seek to use our resources to help those who hunger for physical
or spiritual food. May these offerings be a blessing to those who give and
those who receive. Amen.

---adapted from Gathered by Love, by Lavon Bayler, United Church Press, 1994.

*Hymn

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

LINSTEAD

(Please sing verses 1 and 2. Music may be found on page 11.)

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table
Let us now come to this Table,
where bread and cup are transformed by the Spirit of God
into a meal of love and grace,
A supper of visions and dreams,
A table where all souls are welcome.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
ⴕ Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
(realm/Spirit/kin[g]dom) come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the (realm/Spirit/kin[g]dom), and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread and Cup
Music at Communion
Be Still My Soul
FINLANDIA
Prayer of Blessing
God of love,
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as you have blessed this meal,
bless now our work and our words,
that we may extend your welcome to the world
in what we do and by who we are.
May the Spirit's power make it so. Amen.
*Hymn

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

LINSTEAD

(Please sing verse 3. Music may be found on page 11.)

*Charge and Benediction.
Postlude

Promises (Reprise)

Maverick City Music

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: Nancy Brown
Musicians: Tim Lambert and Lee Wright
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805. All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
The Rev. Carolyn Grohman (she/her) is a retired minister member of Genesee
Valley Presbytery. A native of Florida and a graduate of Florida State University
and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, she was ordained by Genesee Valley
Presbytery in 1989 and spent the next 22 years primarily in interim ministry in
Indiana and New York State. In retirement she enjoys doing supply preaching in
churches throughout the Presbytery. She lives in Greece.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
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About the “Prayer of Jesus”
The prayer Jesus taught his disciples to pray is found in the gospels of Matthew
and Luke. Both gospels use the Greek word Basileia, which can be translated into
English as any of the following: kingdom, kingship, domain, reign, sovereignty,
realm, dominion. In keeping with both long tradition and this congregation’s
recent practice, as well as DUPC’s welcoming of diversity in the expression of
theological views, the Session and Interim Pastor have decided to offer more than
one word choice at this point in the prayer. Please choose from among the
options provided, or use a different word if you prefer. The pastor will step away
from the microphone after beginning this prayer, so that no one word choice
dominates the sound of our corporate prayer.
ⴕ

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.
* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit”

This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, August 7

Sunday, August 14

10:00 Worship Service

10:00 Worship Service

Preacher – Rev. Carolyn Grahman

Preacher – Rev. Jeff Falter

Liturgist – Nancy Brown

Liturgist – David Lee

There will be no Nursery care for ages 0-5, August 7th and August 14th.
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,
Interim Pastor
Eileen Dietsch,
Director of Operations
Amelia Borgus, Sunday School Teacher
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist
Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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