Grace in a Sycamore Tree

Sunday Worship

October 23, 2022, 11:00AM
Click Here to Watch

Prelude

Arioso

Words of Welcome
*Introit

Raymond Haan
Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Day By Day

Martin How

“Day by day, dear God of thee three things I pray.
To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.”
Text: Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester

*Call to Worship
Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree‐ he couldn’t see
over the people;
Who else will rise above the crowd to see salvation
come?
Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree, then hurried
down when Christ called him;
Who else will ignore the scorn of foes to answer a
righteous Lord?
Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree, then gave away
his goods;
Who else will dare to confess their sin and try to
make fourfold amends?
Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree, then spread at
his house a sinners’ feast;
Who else will prepare a table for Christ and for
every soul the town despises?
Come, all who would follow Christ, and let us worship God.
2

John Williams

*Hymn

Here in This Place
(Music may be found on page 9.)

GATHER US IN

Prayer for Wholeness (unison)
Merciful God, you sent Jesus among us to seek and to save those who are
lost. We know too well the ways in which we stray from right paths. So
grant that we, like Zacchaeus of Jericho, may eagerly seek the Savior,
joyfully welcome him into our homes and lives, and gladly do what is
pleasing in his sight. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
The scriptures tell us that God’s love will find us
no matter how far away we are from the Word.
Just as Jesus found Zacchaeus hiding in a tree,
God will find us and bring us home.
It does not matter what we have done wrong,
we still belong to God.
We have the assurance that God will rescue us.
This is the good news of the Gospel!
Alleluia! Amen.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
Scripture

Psalm145: 14-21

Time with Young Disciples
Music for Reflection

Jesu! The Very Thought Is Sweet

Richard Shephard

“Jesu! The very thought is sweet; in that dear name all heart joys meet;
But O, than honey sweeter far the glimpses of his presence are.
No word is sung more sweet than this, no sound is heard more full of bliss,
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No thought brings sweeter comfort night, than Jesus, Son of God most high.
Jesu, the hope of souls forlorn, how good to them for sin that mourn!
To them that seek thee, O how kind! But what art thou to them that find?
Jesu, thou joy of loving hearts! Thou fount of life, thou light within!
From the best bliss that earth imparts we turn unfilled to thee again.
No tongue of mortal can express, no pen can write the blessedness:
He only who hath proved it knows what bliss from love of Jesus flows. Amen.”
Text: 12th Century, tr. J.M. Neale, E Caswall and R. Palmer

Scripture

Luke 19: 1-10

Sermon

Grace in a Sycamore Tree

Hymn

A Grateful Heart
(Music may be found on page 10.)

ROCKINGHAM

Prayers of the People
ⴕ Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
(realm/Spirit/kin[g]dom) come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the (realm/Spirit/kin[g]dom), and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Minute for Stewardship
ⴕⴕ

David Lee

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music

Nearer, My God, to Thee

Arr. John Gardner

“Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! E'en though your gracious voice oft changeth me,
still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down, darkness be over me, my rest a stone;
yet in my dreams I'd be nearer, my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
There let the way appear, steps unto heaven; all that thou sendest me, in mercy given;
angels to beckon me nearer, my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
4

Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise, out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise;
so by my woes to be nearer, my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky, sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,
still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee; nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!”
Text: Sarah Adams (1805-1848), alt.

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Holy God, we bring these offerings as symbols of our commitment
to continue the search for peace with justice
in our local and global communities.
We offer these gifts because we know that change is possible.
Like Zacchaeus, we know that God’s love can work through us
transforming and enabling us to live in God’s way.
We offer these gifts for the transformation of ourselves
and our world for the good of all. Amen.
*Hymn

We All Are One in Mission
(Music may be found on page 11.)
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*Charge and Benediction.
Postlude

Prelude and Trio
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Jaques Boyvin
(1653-1706)

Thank you to. . .
Liturgist: John Williams
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Kat Kirby, Nicole Kulakowski, Anna Martin, Joan Sussman
Alto: Kathryn Borden, Liz Jackson, Lea Melder, Emmalouise St. Amand
Tenor: Liam Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under
One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398
All rights reserved.

WELCOME to everyone who is visiting this morning!
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.
We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our
services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as
needed so that they express your faith.
About the “Prayer of Jesus”
The prayer Jesus taught his disciples to pray is found in the gospels of Matthew
and Luke. Both gospels use the Greek word Basileia, which can be translated into
English as any of the following: kingdom, kingship, domain, reign, sovereignty,
realm, dominion. In keeping with both long tradition and this congregation’s
recent practice, as well as DUPC’s welcoming of diversity in the expression of
theological views, the Session and Interim Pastor have decided to offer more than
one word choice at this point in the prayer. Please choose from among the
options provided, or use a different word if you prefer.
ⴕ

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid to the “T”
(telephone) position.
* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit”
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This Week at Downtown Church
Sunday, October 23

Sunday, October 30

10:45

Nursery

10:45

Nursery

10:00

Choir Warm-up

10:00

Choir Warm-up

11:00

Worship Service

11:00

Worship Service

12:00

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Preacher – Rev. Laurie Tiberi

Liturgist – John Williams

Liturgist – Pat Tweet

Coffee Hour in the Narthex

Tuesday, October 25
10:30

Bible Study - Zoom

Wednesday, October 26
7:00

Choir Rehearsal
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11:15

Sunday School

12:00

Coffee Hour in the Narthex

Notes
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The Downtown Church Staff
The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min.,
Interim Pastor
Eileen Dietsch,
Director of Operations
Amelia Borgus, Sunday School Teacher
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Penny Crudup, Church Secretary
David Mear, Business Manager
Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator
Keisha Betts, Receptionist
Theresa Reddick, Receptionist
Tamar Reynolds, Receptionist

Parish Leaders
Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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