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Service For The Lord’s Day 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
New Years Day 

 
Songs & Stories For The Christmas Season 

 
 

Prelude   Still, Still, Still    Austrian Melody 
Greeting 

Chime 

  

*Call to Worship (responsive)  
 
One: God looked into emptiness and created all that is.  
All:  God spread out the earth in its diversity with 

mountains and valleys, rivers and fertile plains.  
One:  There were patches of flood and fire, of dryness 

and of vivid green, embraced by wind and sea a 
sun-filled landscape of hospitality.  

All:  And, threading through it all, like weavings of 
golden hope, were dreams of justice and 
compassion and gentle streams of peace.  

One:  God gathered all peoples into community, gave a 
sigh of joy and set us free to choose our path in a 
daring adventure of trust.  

All:  This is our God. This is the wonder of our calling 
in faith.  

One:  Let us worship God. 
 
 

*Hymn       Though I May Speak 
  (Words printed on page 7.) 
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Centering Prayer (unison) 
We are full of resolutions fueled by the good intentions 
that a New Year brings. As American citizens we have 
inherited the “original sins” of racism and genocide rooted 
in our nation's history of slavery and the conquest of 
Native American ancestral lands.  These are among the 
burdens we bear for the choices made by our ancestors. 
 We enjoy the comforts of running water, climate 
controlled buildings, private automobiles and the 
abundance of well stocked grocery stores.  Help us grow in 
our understanding of the global costs of the life-style we 
have grown accustomed to. What burdens will future 
generations bear for the choices we are making today? 
 Help us make meaningful resolutions that address these 
structural and institutional challenges. May our pursuit of 
solutions to these challenges persist throughout the 
coming year.  May our resolutions this year transform our 
lives and renew our world. 

 
Assurance of Pardon      Revelations 21: 1,3 

Hear God's promise of renewal in today's lectionary 
reading.   
Then I saw a a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Behold the 
dwelling place of God is with humanity. God will dwell 
with them, and they shall be God's people.    

 

 

First Scripture Reading (Sung) Ecclesiastes 3  
  Turn, Turn, Turn          Pete Seeger 
     (Words printed on page 8.) 

 
A Story  

maybe:  A story about the endless potential in all of us. 
Written by Kobi Yamada 
Illustrated by Gabriella Barouch 

 
 
Second Scripture  Matthew 25: 31-46  
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Another Story 
A Good Thing Happened Today 
Written by:  Michelle Figueroa 
Illustrated by:  Ramona Kaulitzki 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns  
Prayers of the People 

A prayer for Advent from A New Zealand Book of Prayer: 

Let us be at peace within ourselves  
 Silence 
Let us accept that we are profoundly loved 
and need never be afraid. 
 Silence 
Let us be aware of the source of being that is common to 
us all and to all living creatures. 
 Silence 
Let us be filled with the presence of the great 
compassion towards ourselves and towards all living 
beings. 
 Silence 
Realizing that we are all nourished from the same 
source of life, may we so live that others are not 
deprived of air, food, water, shelter, or the chance to 
live. 
 Silence 
Let us pray that we ourselves cease to be 
a cause of suffering to one another. 
 Silence 
With humility let us pray for the establishment 
of peace in our hearts and on earth.  Amen. 

 
The Prayer of Jesus 

A modern version of 

The Prayer of Jesus from the Anglican Church of New Zealand,  

which both honors and reflects indigenous Maori culture. 
 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
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Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

Sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and forever. Amen. 

Offering 
Offering Music Using Things & Loving People 

Hal David 
Archie Jordan 

Sung by:  Alan Jones 
 
*Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Let songs rise up from earth below 
Let stars and galaxies enthrone 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One!  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
We offer gifts to you, O God, from that which you have 
given to us. We send them out into a world of need, a 
world of hunger, of fear, of sickness, of hopelessness. 
May these gifts start to transform the world, so that the 
hungry are fed, the homeless are housed, the sick are 
healed, and justice flows across the earth. Amen.  

 
*Hymn  In The Bleak Mid-Winter 
   (Words printed on page 10.) 
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*Benediction (responsive) 

 Benediction from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary Baccalaureate 1995: 

 

Because the world is poor and starving, go with bread.  

Because the world is filled with fears, go with courage.  

Because the world is in despair, go with hope.  

Because the world is living lies, go with the truth.  

Because the world is sick with sorrow, go with joy.  

Because the world is weary of wars, go with peace.  

Because the world is seldom fair, go with justice.  

Because the world is under judgment, go with mercy.  

Because the world will die without it, go with love. 

 

 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Postlude  What Child Is This? 
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Turn, Turn, Turn Pete Seeger based on Ecclesiastes 3 
 
To Everything (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
There is a season (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
And a time to every purpose, under Heaven 
 
A time to be born, a time to die 
A time to plant, a time to reap 
A time to kill, a time to heal 
A time to laugh, a time to weep 
 
To Everything (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
There is a season (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
And a time to every purpose, under Heaven 
 
A time to build up, a time to break down 
A time to dance, a time to mourn 
A time to cast away stones, a time to gather stones together 
 
To Everything (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
There is a season (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
And a time to every purpose, under Heaven 
 
A time of love, a time of hate 
A time of war, a time of peace 
A time you may embrace, a time to refrain from embracing 
 
To Everything (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
There is a season (Turn, Turn, Turn) 
And a time to every purpose, under Heaven 
 
A time to gain, a time to lose 
A time to rend, a time to sew 
A time for love, a time for hate 
A time for peace, I swear it's not too late 
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The Downtown Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Laurie Tiberi, D. Min., 
Interim Pastor 
Eileen Dietsch,  

Director of Operations 
Amelia Borgus, Sunday School 

Teacher 
Jackie Griffin, Nursery 

Coordinator 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance 

Supervisor 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 

Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance  

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

Penny Crudup, Church Secretary 

David Mear, Business Manager 

Teresa Ward, Bookkeeper 
& Receptionist Coordinator 

Keisha Betts, Receptionist 

Theresa Reddick, Receptionist  

Ed Verna, Receptionist 
 

 

Parish Leaders 

Nancy Lauder Brown and Cori Rainbeaux , Co-Clerks of Session 
Carol Snook and Henry Ehindero, Co-Moderators of Deacons  

 
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


