
  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   -from Isaiah 40:31 
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Celebration of Worship 
 Ash Wednesday  
 February 22, 2023 
 Click Here to Listen  
 

 
Prelude Preludes, Op. 28, Nos. 6 and 7 Frederick Chopin
  
Words of Welcome   Rev. Tiberi  
  
*Call to Worship  

God's people have been called to gather. 
From breast-feeding infants to aged grandparents,  
all are welcome. 
God's people have been called to repent. 
From those who wear their faults on their sleeves,  
to those whose secret hearts are broken,  
all are welcome. 
God's people have been called to be reconciled to our God. 
From those who have turned away, 
to those whose pain whispers in the night, 
all are welcome. 
Let us worship God.  
 

*Hymn  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days ST. FLAVIAN 
 (Music may be found on page 6.) 

 
Prayer of Confession  

God, this is a hard time. The focus of Lent is on the pain and suffering of 
Jesus and our own need for penitence. It is a time of gathering darkness. 
But we would rather skip this part and go straight to Easter. We would 
rather avoid the hard work of true self-examination.  

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/live-stream/
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Forgive us for wanting this to be bright and painless and easy, when we 
know that Jesus did not take the easy way, but chose the path of the Cross.  
Teach us the true meaning of penitence, so that we use this Lenten season to 
humbly seek a clean heart and a renewed spirit. We pray in the name Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
The truth is this: God’s love and mercy are never-ending. God knows us in 
our inward being; God cleanses us from our sins and shortcomings, and 
restores to us the joy of salvation.  
 
Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Scripture Joel 2:12-17 

  
Scripture Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
    
Reflection 
 
Imposition of Ashes 

Almighty God, from the dust of the earth you have created 
us. May these ashes be for us a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, and a reminder that only by your gracious gift 
are we given eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

 
Those who would like to receive ashes may now come forward. 

The pastor will place ashes on your forehead (or the back of your hand, if you 
prefer) in the sign of the Cross, saying: "Remember, mortal, that you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.” 
 
Music for Reflection Peace Piece Bill Evans 
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Prayer 
God of Eternal Love, 
We have made our commitment to you, 
and have started a new journey into purposeful growth. 
But, we know that if we are to remain faithful 
we need your help and your strength. 
 

So, we ask: 
Teach us to pray with faith and read your word with understanding. 
Teach us to worship with passion and gather together with love. 
Teach us to give generously, 
serve compassionately 
and use our time mindfully, 
so that we may reflect your goodness, 
and that others may discover your grace through us. 
In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn  All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night TALLIS’ CANON 
 (Music may be found on page 7.) 

 

Benediction (Responsively) 
May God, who has forgiven and fed us, 
now make us strong for these days ahead. 
May Jesus lead us, and we be found faithful to follow. 
May the Spirit drive us into the wilderness, 
burning away the chaff of our lives, 
and purifying our hearts for all to see 
and be blessed. 
And may the blessing of God, 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 
Be with us and remain with us always.  
Amen, and amen.  
 

*Charge and Benediction 
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WELCOME to everyone who is visiting! 
We are happy that you are here and invite you to come again.  

 

We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence in our 
services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and prayers as 
needed so that they express your faith.  

 
 

 
 
  

 All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under  
 One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 
 All rights reserved. 
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