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Celebration of Worship 
 Palm Sunday  
 March 24, 2024 
 Click Here to Listen  
 

 
Prelude                          Concerto in G major, Mvt I    Johann Ernst, Arr. J.S. Bach 
  
 

Words of Welcome   Rev. Val Fowler 
 
Chime 
Introit Holiness Unto the Lord Shaker Song 
 “Holy, holy, holiness unto the Lord, Arr. Kevin Siegfried 
 Love ye, love ye, love ye one another.” 
 
*Call to Worship (from Psalm 118:19-20; 20-27) Bob Richane 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 
give thanks to Yahweh. 
This is the gate of Yahweh; the righteous shall enter through it. 
Blessed are those who come in the name of Yahweh. 
We bless you from the house of Yahweh. Bind the festal procession with 
branches up to the horns of the altar. Give thanks to Yahweh, for Yahweh is 
good. The steadfast love of Yahweh endures forever. 

 
*Hymn  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  ELLACOMBE 

 (Verses 1 and 2 - Music may be found on page 7.) 
 

 

 The First Parade 
 

Old Testament Reading Psalm 2 
 
Reflection The Parade of Rome’s Empire 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/live-stream/
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Prayer 
Jesus our brother: As we dare to follow in the steps you trod, be our 
companion on the way.  May our eyes see not only the stones that saw you 
but the people who walk with you now.  May our feet tread not only the path 
of your pain, but the streets of our living city.  May our prayers embrace not 
only the memory of your presence but the flesh and blood who jostle us 
today.  Bless us, with them, and make us long to do justice, to love mercy, 
and to walk hand-in-hand with you like a wondering child. Amen.  
 

 The Second Parade 

 

New Testament Reading  Mark 11:1-11 
 

*Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor  VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

 (Verses 2 and 3 - Music may be found on page 8.) 
 
Time with Our Children and Youth 
  
Music for Reflection Walk Together, Children American Negro Spiritual 
  Arr. William Henry Smith 
  

Reflection The Parade of God’s Empire 
 
^Joys and Concerns  
Prayers of the people 

Response: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

Prayer of Jesus 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 
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 The Third Parade 
 

Old Testament Reading I Kings 1:1, 15-21, 32-38, 49-50     
   
Reflection The Parade of David’s Heir  
 
*Hymn Ride On! Ride On in Majesty! ST. DROSTANE 

  (Verses 1, 2, and 4 - Music may be found on page 9.) 
 
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ   
 
Offertory Music      Gone Home American Negro Spiritual 
 “Soon I will be done with the troubles of the world, Arr. John Wykoff 
  Gone home to live with God. 
 I want to meet my mother! – Gone home to live with God. 
 No more weeping and a wailing. – Gone home to live with God. 
 I want to see my Jesus. – Gone home to live with God.” 
 Elijah Gebers, soloist 

*Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Let songs rise up from earth below; 
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
Holy One, we thank you for the great deeds of renewal and redemption that 
you have done and continue to do. Bless these offerings of thanksgiving. May 
they further your work in this world; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 The Passion of Jesus 
 

Reflection What was Jesus’ Passion? 
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Prayer  
We praise you, God, that in the beginning you turned darkness into light, you 
made Earth and its creatures, you provided all things for your good purpose, 
you send Jesus who in word and deed invited and admonished, taught and 
healed, lifting up the poor and restoring the broken.  In the cross, the empty 
tomb, and his appearances to his disciples, we see our redemption and our 
hope.  By the Holy Spirit we are shown the riches of your grace and the 
power of the suffering and risen Jesus.  Lead us and guide us to use these 
gifts for the sake of the life of the world, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  HAMBURG 
 (Verses 1, 3 and 4 - Music may be found on page 10.) 
 

* Charge and Benediction 
    
Choral Response O Saving Victim Zachary Wadsworth 
 “O saving victim, opening wide the gate of heaven to us below, 
 Our foes press on from every side, thine aid supply, thy strength bestow, 
 All praise and thanks to thee ascend forevermore, blest One in Three; 
 O grant us life that shall not end in our true native land with thee.” 

Text Attr. St. Thomas Aquinas, trans. Edward Caswall 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

Thank you to. . . 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Val Fowler, Liturgist: Bob Richane 

 

 Chancel Choir Members 
 Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman, Nyla Thomas 

 Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Kathryn Borden, Elizabeth Jackson, Emmalouise St. Amand 

 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon  
 Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd 
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 All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under  
 One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 
 All rights reserved. 
 
 

 
This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian 

 

 

 
Monday, March 25 
   2:00    Mission Linkages via Zoom 
 

 
Tuesday, March 26   
  10:30   Bible Study via Zoom 
 

 
Wednesday, March 27         
   7:00    Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, March 28 
  7:00     Maundy Thursday Service 
              Led by Rev. Val Fowler 
 

Friday, March 29 
Good Friday 

10:00     Highland Park Meditation 
              Walk- John DeHority 
 

Saturday, March 30 
10-12:30 Choir Rehearsal for Easter 
 
                    

  

 

 
Sunday, March 31  

Easter Sunday 
 9:30     Choir Warm-up  
 10:45    Nursery 
 11:00    Worship - Rev. Val Fowler 
 11:15    Sunday School 
 12:00    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 
 

 Tuesday, April 2  
 10:30   Bible Study via Zoom 
 

Wednesday, April 3          
 7:00    Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, April 4  
  7:15   Worship Committee via Zoom 
Sunday, April 7  
 9:45      Sunday Forum 
 10:00    Choir Warm-up  
 10:45    Nursery 
 11:00    Worship - Rev. Phil Davis 
 11:15    Sunday School 
 12:00    Coffee Hour with Eclipse treats 
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The Downtown Church Staff 
 
 

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator 

Robin Shultz, Sunday School Teacher 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 

Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance  

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
David Mear, Business Manager 
Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper 
& Receptionist Coordinator 

Keisha Betts, Office Administrator 
Kelly Muñiz-Miles, Receptionist 

 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Lea Kone, co-Clerks of Session 
Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock co-Moderators of Deacons  

 

 Session 
The Rev. Laura Norris-
Buisch, Moderator 
Nancy Brown  
David Lee  
Bob Richane  
Sally Allison  
Sam King  
 

Jim Vesper  
Raina Bouphavong 
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 
   Deacons 
Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Elizabeth Katz 
Elaine Johnson 

      
Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Carol Samuel 
Kelley Sheils 
Marilyn Terpening 
Sandy Morales 
Helen Ganotis 
 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 

E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

 
 


