
  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

God is love.  
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 

  1 John 4:16b 



2 

 

Celebration of Worship 
 April 28, 2024, 11:00 AM 
 5th Sunday of Eastertide 
 Click Here to Listen  

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, please complete a  
Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person (and pronunciation) or event, and additional 

information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hymn following the 
sermon to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

 

 
Prelude Meditation on “Be Thou My Vision”  
 

Announcements  Nancy Brown 
 

Words of Welcome   Rev. Davis 
 

Chime  
Introit Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song Peter Cutts 
 “Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight, 
 Like the vigor of the wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might:  
 Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 To the members of Christ’s body, to the branches of the Vine, 
 To the church in faith assembled, to our midst as gift and sign: 
 Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
 With the power to love and witness, with the peace beyond compare: 
 Come, Holy Spirit, come.” 
 Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr.  

*Call to Worship (responsive reading)  Nancy Brown 

We delight ourselves in the presence of Christ and his love for all creation. 
Let us open our hearts to receive Christ’s abundant love. 
Christ calls us to see him as the vine and for us to become the branches. 
Let us seek to produce much fruit in God’s Garden where all are welcome. 
Come, let us worship the Master Gardener, Creator of all that was, is 
and forever will be. 
Amen and Asè (pronounced “ah-shay” and is Swahili for Amen.) 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/live-stream/
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Invocation  
Living God, we embrace your presence in our lives. Help us to grow 
stronger together in your garden of love. Plant us together in your 
peace. Root us together in your hope. Transform us together by your 
equal justice for all. In your loving presence, we pray. Amen. 

 
*Hymn God, You Spin the Whirling Planets PLEADING SAVIOR 

 (Music may be found on page 7.) 
 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life (in unison)  

Creating God, we are grateful for the hope that you offer to us 
and all creation. Prune us so that we may have a cleansed heart. 
Help us to grow your garden of love. Water our despair so it can 
be transformed into your hope. Feed our minds so that all may 
glean from your wisdom. Nurture our spirits so that we can 
become more fruitful in our lives. Give us new life, we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Moment for Silent Prayer and Reflection 
 
Words of Grace 

 Merciful God, your love for us grows deep and wide. We ask for your 
forgiveness in those times when we fail to follow your example; when 
we choose greed over advocating for human rights; and when we 
choose silence over speaking truth to power. Create in us your power to 
change our hearts and minds from earthly scarcity to your divine 
abundance. Renew in us the courage to get into “good trouble” even 
when the arc of peace and justice is long. Strengthen us to be branches 
so that all might know of your garden of forgiveness and love. In your 
mercy, we pray. Amen. 

  
Scripture  John 15:1-8 
 1 John 4:7-21 
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Time with Our Children and Youth 
 
  
Music for Reflection The Peace of Wild Things Jake Runestad 
 “When despair for the world grows in me 
  and I wake in the night at the least sound 
  in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
  I go and lie down where the wood drake 
  rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
  I come into the peace of wild things 
  who do not tax their lives with forethought 
  of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
  And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
  waiting with their light. For a time 
  I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.” 
 Text: Wendell Berry, 2012 

   

Scripture Acts 8:26-40 
 

Sermon  "I’m Satisfied To Know…"                              Rev. Davis 

 
*Hymn Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

 (Music may be found on page 8.) 
 

^Joys and Concerns  
Prayers of the people 
Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to the Offering ⴕ  
Offertory Music      Let the River Run Carly Simon, 
 “Let the river run. Arr. Craig Hella Johnson  
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 Let all the dreamers wake the nation. Come, the New Jerusalem. 
 Silver cities rise; the morning lights the streets that lead them,  
 and sirens call them on with a song. 
 It's asking for the taking, trembling, shaking, Oh, my heart is aching 
 We're coming to the edge, Running on the water, 
 Coming through the fog, Your sons and daughters.”  
 

*Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Let songs rise up from earth below; 
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication  
 
*Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 
 (Music may be found on page 9.) 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
   
Postlude Pasticcio Jean Langlais 
   
*Passing of the Peace  

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Thank you to.  
  Liturgist: Nancy Brown 

 

 Chancel Choir Members 
 Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman, Nyla Thomas 

 Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Kathryn Borden, Elizabeth Jackson, Emmalouise St. Amand 

 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Ghalip Ekber  
 Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, Alan Jones,  
 Jack and Tim Lambert, Stephen Lloyd 
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 All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under  
 One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 
 All rights reserved. 
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This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian 

 

 

Tuesday, April 30 
10:30    Bible Study via Zoom     
 

Wednesday, May 1 
 7:00    Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, May 2 
 7:15    Worship Team Mtg via Zoom 
 
Sunday, May 5 
9:45     Sunday Forum-BMISS Update 
10:00   Choir Warm-up 
10:45   Nursery 
11:00   Worship- Rev. Phil Davis 
11:15   Sunday School 
12:00   Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 

 
Tuesday, May 7  
10:30   Bible Study via Zoom 

5:30     Justice League Mtg via Zoom 

 

 

Wednesday, May 8 

4:00    DEIB Monthly Meeting 

7:00    Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, May 9 

5:00    Finance Team Mtg via Zoom 

7:30    Property Team Mtg via Zoom 

 

Saturday, May 11 
12:45    Justice League Mtg via Zoom 
 
Sunday, May 12 
9:45     Sunday Forum-DUPC Finances 
10:00   Choir Warm-up 
10:45   Nursery 
11:00   Worship- Rev. Phil Davis 
11:15   Sunday School 
12:00   Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 
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The Downtown Church Staff 
 
      The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr., Pastor 

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator 

Robin Shultz, Sunday School Teacher 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 

Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance  

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
David Mear, Business Manager 
Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper 
& Receptionist Coordinator 

Keisha Betts, Office Administrator 
Kelly Muñiz-Miles, Receptionist 

 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Lea Kone, co-Clerks of Session 
Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock co-Moderators of Deacons  

 

 Session 
The Rev. Philip B. Davis, 

    Moderator 
Nancy Brown  
David Lee  
Bob Richane  
Sally Allison  
Sam King  
 

Jim Vesper  
Raina Bouphavong 
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 
   Deacons 
Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Elizabeth Katz 
Elaine Johnson 

      
Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Carol Samuel 
Kelley Sheils 
Marilyn Terpening 
Sandy Morales 
Helen Ganotis 
 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 

E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

 
 


