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Celebration of Worship 
 October 6, 2024, 11:00 AM 
 Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
 Click Here to Watch  
 

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, please complete a  
Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person (and pronunciation) or event, and 

additional information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during 
the hymn following the sermon to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

 
 
 
Prelude Andante from Sonata III, BWV 527 J.S. Bach 
   
  
Words of Welcome   Br. Kevin Hershey  
Announcements 
  

Chime  
*Introit        Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises South African 
 Please join in singing the refrain:  
 “Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.” 
 
*Call to Worship (Inspired by Psalm 26)                                              Pat Tweet       

Leader:  The Holy One dwells within and beyond the congregation and 
makes a home among us.  
People:  Prove us, and try us; Holy One, test our hearts and minds. 
Leader:  The glory of the Sovereign One abides with us, illuminating our 
journey, energizing our gathering, and warming our spirits.  
People:  Prove us, and try us; Holy One, test our hearts and minds.  
Leader:  Bless the Name of Names, the God of Truth, and the Giver of Life 
with songs of praise, prayers of hope, and moments of connection. 
People:  Prove us, and try us; Holy One, test our hearts and minds. 

 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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Invocation  
Leader:  Majestic God, your realm encompasses the universe, the earth, 
and our community. All creation declares your glory. May we unite with 
our kin around the world in celebrating you and the connections we share. 
As we gather in your name, may we remember those we join in faith, 
hope, and worship on every continent representing every tradition. May 
we declare in spirit and in truth… one bread, one body…the church 
striving to one as you, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Spirit are one. Amen. 

 
* Hymn  I Sing the Mighty Power of God ELLACOMBE 

 (Music may be found on page 8.) 
"Please unite and join our voices in Prayer.”                                    
Prayer for Transformation and New Life 

All:  Holy One, we come to this gathering, the table, and your presence 
mindful that this day particularly celebrates our human connectedness. The 
reality lies far from the idea and your vision of beloved community. You 
call us to remember the poor, the marginalized, the immigrant, the 
isolated and abandoned. You command us to love our neighbor and have 
blessed us to live in an era in which we may know our neighbors from 
across the world to amazing degrees. Yet, we cling to our echo chambers 
and isolationist tendencies. We place our desires and comforts over the 
good of the world. We demonize difference rather than dignify diversity. 
Forgive us and have mercy on us while propelling us to new life. Extend 
your grace to transform our attitude and actions and infuse us with 
openness, curiosity, and love. 

 

Words of Grace 
Leader: Beloved, God’s grace and power reside in you in mutual support 
of a transformed life. As 1 Corinthians 10:13 assures, “No testing has 
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and [God] 
will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing 
[God]will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.” 
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Allow the testing to strengthen you, to build your endurance, and to do a 
new thing in you and through you for the glory of God. 

 

Old Testament Scripture          Isaiah 43:14-19 (NRSV) 
 
Music for Reflection Wana Baraka Kenyan Folk Song 
 “They have blessings, those who pray; Arr. Shawn Kirchner 
 Jesus himself said so. Alleluia! 
 They have peace; they have joy; they have well-being.”  
   

New Testament Scripture       Hebrews 12:18-29 (NRSV)  
 

Sermon  Br. Kevin Hershey 

 
*Hymn  God of the Sparrow ROEDER 

 (Music may be found on page 9.) 
 

Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of the People  
+Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Spirit come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the Spirit, and the power,and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering   
Offertory Music      Beautiful Savior Silesian folk melody 
  Arr. Robert A. Hobby  
*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Let songs rise up from earth below; 
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen. 
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Prayer of Dedication    
 
*Hymn Come, Behold! The Feast of Heaven LLANFAIR 
 (Verses 1 and 2 - Music may be found on page 10.) 
 
Communion Liturgy 
 
Invitation to the Table 

Minster:  As we come to the Lord’s Table today, we remind ourselves that 
this is not our congregation’s table, it is not a Presbyterian table, it is the 
table of Jesus Christ, who invites us to a feast prepared for all God’s 
people. God invites people from all walks of life to come to this meal. We 
are invited to this table of our Lord with churches from all denominations 
and on all continents. We join together with Christians in Zimbabwe, 
Palestine, Korea, Columbia, Germany, Australia, Ukraine, China, Mexico, 
Kenya, Israel, Iraq, Russia, Canada, England, Iran, Lebanon, indeed, we 
meet those from every nation and every place on earth and in heaven at 
this table. The Lord’s Table offers us unity even in our diversity. Think of 
churches you have visited, or Christians you have met who have 
challenged you with their diversity. We join with all God’s children at this 
Table to find life in Jesus Christ, and to be sustained for the journey 
ahead. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you  
People:   And also with you  
Minister: Lift up your hearts.  
People:   We lift them to the Lord.  
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise  
 
Minister:  Loving and gracious God who summons galaxies into being, we 
give thanks and blessings to you. We bless you for our world. The 
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diversity of our planet amazes us from the prairies and pampas of the 
Americas to the dusty deserts of Africa and Asia, from the majestic 
mountains of Europe to the vast outback of Australia. We give you thanks 
for the multiplicity of humanity with our complexity of color and culture yet 
called into oneness-of-being through Christ. With many tongues, yet with 
one voice, and with the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing 
to the glory of your name we honor you saying:  
All: Holy, holy, holy God, God of oneness and love, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 Minister: Thank you, God, for the people you bring to this Table, brothers 
and sisters in Christ. We come to this table, knowing that God created us 
and loves us all. We come to this table, knowing that Jesus died for us all. 
We come to this table, knowing that God’s Spirit sustains us all. We come 
to this table, to experience the mystery of our faith. Great is the mystery of 
faith.  
 

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Minister: Gracious God, thank you for this meal which you have prepared 
for all your children. Thank you for the gift of your son, for his birth, his 
life, his death and his resurrection which are for our salvation. As we 
come to the table, grace us with your Holy Spirit so that we can 
understand the wideness of your love. You unite this congregation with 
other congregations around the world, With all of your earthly children, 
and with all the heavenly host now with you. We are one people, one 
body, your beloveds in Jesus, the Christ, our Lord. 
 

 People: AMEN  
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup  
Music at Communion Cristo Redentor Duke Pearson 
  Transc. G. Franklin    
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Prayer After Thanksgiving 
People:  Loving and gracious God who surrounds creation with abundant 
love, we give thanks and blessings to you. We bless you for your love, 
made known to us through Jesus, which reassures and reconciles us to 
you, to ourselves and to one another. As Christ is our light to you, may we 
be lights to others illuminating the path toward communion with you, the 
Holy Spirit and Jesus, our friend and brother. 

 
*Hymn Come, Behold! The Feast of Heaven LLANFAIR

 (Verses 3 and4 - Music may be found on page 10.) 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude Airborne Gary Schocker
   
  
*Passing of the Peace 
 
Thank you to. . . 

Liturgist: Pat Tweet 
 

Chancel Choir Members 

 Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman 

 Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman 

 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon 

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier 

 

Tony Sun, flute 
 

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 
 

  

 All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under  
  One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 
  All rights reserved. 
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NEXT SUNDAY, October 13th, at 4PM, we continue our 50th Anniversary 

celebration with a Downtown Arts Community PRISM Concert, showcasing 
the many arts community members and organizations that have a presence at the 
Downtown United Presbyterian Church. A free-will offering at this concert will 
benefit the ROCMusic Collaborative: an “El Sistema” inspired program providing 
free lessons, ensemble experience, instruments, and performance opportunities to 
youth who reside in the city of Rochester. A reception will follow in the Hallock 
Lounge 
 

We are looking forward to presentations by Off Monroe Players, Rochester Gay 
Men’s Chorus, Rochester Women’s Community Chorus, Thomas Warfield, Open 
Road Theater, the Spiritus Christi Gospel Choir, the DUPC Chancel Choir with First 
Inversion, Pegasus Early Music, Kearstin Piper Brown and Miles Warren 
(representing Hochstein), ROCMusic Studio Strings, Eastman organist Aaron Tan, 
The Mount Hope World Singers, and Alan Jones with Lee Wright. 
 

https://www.rocmusic.org/
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This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian 

 
 

 
Please use the envelope inside this bulletin to give to the The Peace & Global 
Witness Offering This offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety, fear, 
discord and division, so we can embrace God's mission of reconciliation to those 
around us and around the world.  
 
 

 

Sunday, October 6 
  9:45AM   Sunday Forum-Church 3.0  

10:00AM   Worship Music Rehearsal 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship -Rev. Kevin Hershey 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday, October 8 
10:30AM    Bible Study via Zoom 

  6:30PM     Deacons Mtg via Zoom 
 

Wednesday, October 9 
 4:00PM     DEIB Mtg via Zoom 

  7:00PM    Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

Thursday, October 10 
 5:00PM      Finance Team Mtg via Zoom 
 7:30PM      Property Team Mtg via Zoom 
 
Sunday, October 13 
  9:45AM   Sunday Forum-David Cay       

                                         Johnston  

10:00AM   Worship Music Rehearsal 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship -Rev. Phil Davis 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 

  4:00PM    50th Anniv. Prism Concert 
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Downtown Revitalization Initiative 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DUPC has submitted a proposal to this Initiative and though our building 
is just outside the current boundaries (Broad St. to Church and the Genesee  
River to Fitzhugh) if the city wins the grant from the State, those borders could  
be expanded.  
 
Thanks to the keen eye and quick thinking of Carol Snook and the quick work 
 of both Carol and Eileen Dietsch, DUPC has provided input for what we might  
do with funds from this grant (rehabilitation of Celebration Hall, the Back  
Dining Room and kitchen, the bowling alley, playground).  
 
To learn more, go to https://www.cityofrochester.gov/departments/neighborhood-and-

business-development/downtown-revitalization-initiative-round-8 
or talk to Carol or Eileen.  The grant will be awarded in the spring of 2025  

and the more community interest Rochester can show, the better for our chances, 

 so take the survey by October 10th.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cityofrochester.gov/departments/neighborhood-and-business-development/downtown-revitalization-initiative-round-8
https://www.cityofrochester.gov/departments/neighborhood-and-business-development/downtown-revitalization-initiative-round-8
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  Parish Laders 

Mary Rees, Clerk of Session 
Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock co-Moderators of Deacons  

 

 Session 
The Rev. Philip B. Davis,   

Moderator 
Nancy Brown  
David Lee  
Bob Richane  
Sally Allison  
Sam King  
 

Jim Vesper  
Pat Tweet 
   Deacons 
Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Elizabeth Katz 
Elaine Johnson 

 

Stephen Lloyd 

Grania Marcus 
Carol Samuel 
Kelley Sheils 
Marilyn Terpening 
Sandy Morales 
Helen Ganotis 
 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 

E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

 

                                 The Downtown Church Staff 
 

Keisha Betts, Office Administrator 
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  
The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr., 
  Stated Supply Pastor 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Jackie Griffin, Nursery Coordinator 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
Clifford Lampley, Shift Supervisor 
David Mear, Business Manager  

 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper                                         
& Receptionist Coordinator 
Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance 
Robin Shultz, Sunday School Teacher 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 
Ed Verna, Maintenance  
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
  Director of Music Ministry 
 

 

 

 


