
   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



2 

 

Celebration of Worship 
 December 22, 2024, 11:00 AM 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 Click Here to Listen  
 

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, please complete a  
Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person (and pronunciation) or event, and 

additional information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during 
the hymn following the sermon to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
Prelude  Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring  J.S. Bach 
  Arr. Mark Hayes for piano duet 
 
Words of Welcome        Rev. Phil Davis 
 

Announcements    
 
Chime  
*Introit While We Are Waiting, Come Don Cason 
 “While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come; 
 Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.  
 With pow’r and glory, come… 
 Come, Savior, quickly come…” 
 Text: Claire Cloninger  
  
*Call to Worship                                    Nancy Brown 
 

Leader: Love deeply, creating the wells of kinship, 
People: For in the Body of Christ we belong. 
Leader: Love boldly, like the spirited colors of a rainbow, 
People: For in the Body of Christ we find peace. 
Leader: Love joyfully, like the blissful songs in the wind, 
People: For in the Body of Christ we claim our connections. 

 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/live-stream/
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Invocation 
All: Your face has shone upon us, O God, in the young woman who is 
with child. She will bear a son and name him Emmanuel, “God with us.” 
Your presence shall be a source of comfort and guidance to all that 
call on your name. Your footsteps shall accompany us, your breath 
shall give us new life, your arms will console us, and your hands will 
be there to welcome us home. You are a God for all seasons. In these 
days leading to the birthday of your Son we ask that you will teach us 
yet again, how to worship you in Spirit and in truth It is in Jesus 
name and for his sake we pray together. 
 

*Hymn   Now the Heavens Start to Whisper JEFFERSON 
                  (Music may be found on page 8.) 
 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
All: Divine Light and Love, We have been weighed down by the heaviness 
of the season, the sorrows carried from the past, and the expectations 
of the present and future. We hide in shadows instead of the light. We 
embrace individualism instead of basking in the joy of community love. 
Create a new path in our hearts so that we can find levity and grace. 
Reconnect us with the Body of Christ instead of the distressing 
comfort of spiritual solitude. Amen.  

 
Words of Grace 

Leader: The grace of God infinitely streams into our lives, drawing us 
from the shadows into the light, and reconnecting us again with our 
neighbors. May the mercy of our Creator help us rediscover the Spirit 
of Joy in our midst. 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Lighting of The Fourth Advent Candle of Love 
         Candles 1,2 and 3, Representing Hope and Peace and Joy  
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Liturgist:  O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent and as we hear 
your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary, fill us with your 
grace and light. Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even 
though her life was not easy, she heard God’s voice and said yes. Her 
song was a prayer that would uplift those who were downtrodden. Her 
lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to change. She would 
bear within her the promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World. 
This Advent, we respond to God’s beckoning to us as well. 

People:    Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring 
your good news to life within us. Give us courage to carry your light 
into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen. 

All:          Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of 
night; Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; Come to us, O Christ the Light. 

 
Greetings from Executive Presbyter, Dr. John Odom 
 

Scripture  Micah 5:2-5a 
 Luke 1:39-45 
    

Time for Young Disciples 
 

Music for Meditation Lost in the Night Finnish Folk Tune 
 “Lost in the night do the people yet languish, Arr. Kyle S. Haugen 
 Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 
 Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish.  
 Will not day come soon? 
 

 Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 
 Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 
 Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 
 Will you help us soon? 
 

 Sorrowing wand’rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 
 Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
 Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling. 
 Christ is coming soon!” 
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Scripture  Luke 1:47-55 
  
Sermon Listen To The Angels Rev. Phil Davis                            
 
An Advent Tradition It Came Upon a Midnight Clear CAROL

 During the introduction of the carol, you may wish to move to a place in the  
 sanctuary from where you can see the angel windows in the back  
 of the church while you sing verses 1,2, and 4.)  
 (Music may be found on page 7.) 
  
Joys and Concerns  
Prayers of the People 
Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering    

Offertory Music      Before the Marvel of this Night Carl Schalk 
 “Before the marvel of this night, adoring, fold your wings and bow, 
  Then tear the sky apart with light, and with your news the world endow. 
  Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, that fear and death and sorrow cease: 
  Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace! 
 

  Awake the sleeping world with song, this is the day the Lord has made. 
  Assemble here, celestial throng, in royal splendor come arrayed. 
  Give earth a glimpse of heavenly bliss, a teasing taste of what they miss: 
  Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss! 
 

  The love that we have always known, our constant joy and endless light, 
  Now to the loveless world be shown, now break upon its deathly night. 
  Into one song compress the love that rules our universe above: 
  Sing love, sing love, sing God is love, sing love, sing God is love!” 
 Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda  
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*Doxology  Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 
 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

*Hymn  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN  
 (Music may be found on page 10.) 
  

*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Felix Mendelssohn 
  Arr. Joel Raney for piano duet 
 
*Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to: 
 Liturgist: Nancy Brown 
Chancel Choir Members 

 Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman 
 Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman 

 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon 
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier 
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                         This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian 

 

Sunday, December 22 

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship-Rev. Phil Davis 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 
  7:00PM    Christmas Eve Service 
 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas Day-Building Closed 
 

Sunday, December 29 

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship-Rev. John Dehority 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve 
 

 



10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

 
 
 
  
  
  

 



12 

 

                                 The Downtown Church Staff 
 

 

Keisha Betts, Office Administrator 
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  
The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr., 
 Stated Supply Pastor 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
David Mear, Business Manager 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

 

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper                                         
& Receptionist Coordinator 
Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance 
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 
Ed Verna, Maintenance  
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
Director of Music Ministry 
 

 

 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet, Clerks of Session 
Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock co-Moderators of Deacons  

 

 Session 
The Rev. Philip B. 
Davis, Moderator 
Nancy Brown  
David Lee  
Bob Richane  
Sally Allison  
Sam King  
 

Jim Vesper  
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 
   Deacons 
Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Elizabeth Katz 
Elaine Johnson 
      

Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Carol Samuel 
Kelley Sheils 
Marilyn Terpening 
Sandy Morales 
Helen Ganotis 

 
121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 
E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 
 


