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 The Light Shines in the Darkness 
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Celebration of Worship 
 Christmas Eve, December 24, 2024 

Prelude 6:45PM, Service of Worship 7:00PM 
Click Here to Listen 

 
 
Prelude Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day Arr. John Rutter
 O Magnum Mysterium Tomás Luis de Victoria 
 The Friendly Beasts Arr. Robert Scholz 
 Past 3 O’Clock Arr. Cary Ratcliff
  
Words of Welcome  Rev. Phil Davis 
 

Chime  

Introit In the Bleak Midwinter Harold Darke 
   
Call to Worship   Rev. Phil Davis 

Leader: O come, all ye faithful, 
People: joyful and triumphant, 
Leader: O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
People: Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
Leader: O come, let us adore Him; 
People: O come, let us adore Him; 
All: O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

*Carol O Come All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELIS 
 (Verses 1, 3 and 4. Music may be found on page 6.) 
 

Invocation  
All: Emmanuel, you brought worlds into being. Your word goes forward 
with creative and redemptive power. Keep watch over your people 
assembled this evening as we lift our voices and our beings in praise, 
celebration, remembrance, and worship of you. Amen. 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/live-stream/
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Prayer for Transformation and New Life  
All: Holy God, you enter into the human condition inviting us to 
follow your direction. The history of humanity reflects that we too 
often prefer our own way. We believe in the possibility of 
transformation and we ask you to point the way to new life in you. 
Cleanse our spirits and renew our minds that we might reflect your 
image more clearly and be drawn nearer to you. Make us a righteous 
branch in the vineyard. In the name of Jesus and hope of restoration, 
we pray. Amen. 

 

Words of Grace 
Leader: Beloved, trust that the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
new life to all. Receive the gifts of grace and mercy from the 
Compassion One who recognizes your repentance, comes to you in your 
weakness, offers strength for transformation, provides encouragement 
for repair, and grants forgiveness for sin. 

 
*Carol Good Christian Friends Rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO 
 (Verses 1 and 2. Music may be found on page 7.) 
  

Lighting of The Christ Candle 
Liturgist Lights The Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 

Liturgist: Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world. 
O God, now we light the candle of your nativity! 
People: With the company of heaven and with sounds of great joy, 
Liturgist: The prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked 
in the shadows would see a great light. A light would shine and a 
child would be born to us. The evangelist Luke painted the nativity 
sky and repeated the heavenly song of the angels, “Glory, peace on 
earth and goodwill!” John declared that this great light is Christ, 
the Word made flesh. This great light lives among us. By it we behold 
God’s glory—full of grace and truth. At Christ’s nativity, we now 
rejoice. 
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People: God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this night to 
us. Thanks for touching all heaven and earth with your splendor. In 
every corner of the world, shine this night with your peace. In every 
corner of our hearts, shine this night with your grace. Amen. 
 

All: Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of 
night; Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; Come to us, O Christ the Light. 
Glory be to God and peace on earth Christ is born! Alleluia! 

 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 
*Carol Go Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT 
 (Verses 1 and 3. Music may be found on page 10.) 
 

Time with our children and youth 
   

Scripture Isaiah 9:2-7  
 
Music for Reflection Prayer for Peace Abbie Burt Betinis 
   
Scripture  Luke 2:1-20   
  

*Hymn Away in a Manger CRADLE SONG/MUELLER 
 (Music may be found on page  8-9.) 
 

Prayers of the People 
Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering    
Offertory Music Let Every Heart Cary Ratcliff  
 

*Doxology Joy to the World ANTIOCH 
 (Verse 1, Music may be found on Pg. 11.) 
 

Prayer of dedication 
Holy One, as we await the greatest gift from you, we dedicate these gifts to you 
in that same spirit of giving. Bless all that we offer, and stir our hearts so that all 
we do may be to the glory of your name and the sharing of your light. Amen. 
 

Sermon  Jesus’ Birthday Celebration  Rev. Phil Davis 
 

Sharing of the Light  
 
Carol Silent Night STILLE NACHT 
 (Music may be found on Pg. 12.) 

(Please remain seated for the singing of Silent Night.) 
 

 

Thank you to. . . 
Liturgist: Rev. Phil Davis 

 

Chancel Choir Members 
 Soprano: Marrlee Burgess, Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman 

 Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Adrienne Jones, Leah Rosenman 
 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, David Henkel 

Bass: Rob Brown, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier 
 
  

  All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission under  
 One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398, All rights reserved. 
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This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 
  7:00PM    Christmas Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas Day-Building Closed 
Sunday, December 29 

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship- 

Rev. John Dehority 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 

 

Tuesday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

Wednesday, January 1 

New Year’s Day – Building Closed 
 

 

Thursday, January 2 

7:15PM   Worship Team Mtg via Zoom 

 

 

Sunday, January 5 

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship-  

Rev. Jarmani Dozier 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary 
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 Merry Christmas! 
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The Downtown Church Staff 
 

    Keisha Betts, Office Administrator                 Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper 
    Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist                  & Receptionist Coordinator                                                 
    Jason Cloen, Associate Musician                  Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance 
      The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr.,                Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher 
          Stated Supply Pastor                    Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate 

David Mear, Business Manager 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

Director of Music Ministry 
 

  

 
 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet, Clerks of Session 
Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock co-Moderators of Deacons  

 

 Session 
The Rev. Philip B. Davis, 
Moderator 
Nancy Brown  
David Lee  
Bob Richane   
Sally Allison  
Sam King   

Jim Vesper  
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 
   Deacons 
Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Elizabeth Katz 
Elaine Johnson 

Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Carol Samuel 
Kelley Sheils 
Marilyn Terpening 
Sandy Morales 
Helen Ganotis 
 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 

E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

 


