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Songs and Stories 
For the Christmas Season 

Sunday, December 29, 2024 11:00 AM 

First Sunday after Christmas 
 
 

 
Prelude                                    Tallis Canon                               Alan Jones 

  
Welcome                                                                              John DeHority 
 
Announcements                                       
   

Chime 
  

Call to Worship (Psalm for Praying #96 Nan C. Merrill)        John DeHority 

One:  O sing to the Cosmos a new song; 
         sing to the Beloved, all the earth 
All:   Sing to the Creator, and bless the Name above 
        all names; sing praises to the Glorious One from 
        day to day. 
One: Declare the splendor of the Radiant One to all 
        nations, the marvelous works of Love to all 
        peoples! 
All:   For great is the Beloved, and greatly to be 
        praised; reverence Love above all else. 
One: For where your thoughts are, reveals that which 
        you treasure; seek only the true Treasure. 
All:  Truth and integrity live with Love; strength and 
        beauty dwell with the Beloved. 
One: Yield to Love, O families of the earth, yield to 
        Love’s glory and strength! 
All:  Yield to Love and learn of justice; make of 
        yourselves an offering and be guided by Love! 
One: Bow down in adoration and holiness; 
All:   for worthy is the Beloved to be praised in all the 
        earth! 

 
Hymn                                  God of the Sparrow                               ROEDER 
                                  (Music may be found on page 5.) 
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Centering Prayer (unison)  

A God becomes Child to save the children, 
Shepherds chant with the tongue of Angels, 
Salvation is described in a Mystery, 
Heaven and Earth mingle into one Soul. 

 
Prophecy is the point of a Star. 
Cherubim bow with the neck of Shepherds. 
A cave becomes the Gate of the Universe 
While kings search for the bed of a Beggar. 

 
A Maiden becomes the Mother of Grace; 
Life has been given another Life. 
The Child reaches out, takes hold of the world 
And smiles the Innocent Smile. 

 
In this Miracle all miracles are born - 
The blind receive sight and the deaf have song, 
The cold and homeless have shelter 
And pilgrims cease their wanderings. 
In this Creation all creation is born 
And all creatures have a voice. 
We find ourselves kneeling alongside the Magi. 
 
The Child turns, looks and recognizes. 

 

First Scripture:                      Hebrews 2:10-13 

                                                       Reading from The Message 
                                                    Eugene Peterson 
 

A Children’s Story                                                                John DeHority 

Where? Where are you from? 

Author:   Jordon Collins 

Illustrated by: Phil Lesnie 

 

 
Hymn                     Creating God, Your Fingers Trace       NATURE OF GOD       
                             (Music may be found on page 6.) 
                             

 

Gospel Reading                   Matthew 5:43-48 
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Hymn                   Make Me A Channel of Your Peace       Prayer of St. Francis       

                             (Music may be found on page 7.) 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  

Prayers of the People  
 

Our Savior’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy Spirit come! Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the Spirit, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

A Story                                                                                 John DeHority 
Thank You, Omu! 
Author and Illustrator:   Oge Mora 

 

Offering Song   Using Things and Loving People  
                          Composers: Hal David & Archie Jordan             Alan Jones           
  

Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Let songs rise up from earth below 

Let stars and galaxies enthrone 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One!  Amen. 

 
Hymn                Love Has Come                             BRING A TORCH 

     (Music may be found on page 9.) 
    

 
*Benediction (responsive) 
                                                         Joy is Now In Every Place                    Alan Jones 

                         (Words may be found on page10.) 
 
*Passing of the Peace 

 Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us share the peace with one another. 
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    Joy is Now in Every Place 

Joy is now in every place, 
Christmas lightens every face; 
now be with us, in your grace, 
O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

May the star that shone that night, 
making your poor stable bright, 
fill our hearts with love and light, 
O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

Through the New Year let it stay, 
leading us upon your way, 
making Christmas every day, 
O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

Now and ever may we find 
your good news to fill our minds: 
peace and love to humankind, 
O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

          (Author unknown) 
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                           This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, December 29 

10:00AM   Music Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship-John Dehority 

12:00PM    Coffee Hour in Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday, January 1, 2025 

New Year’s Day - Building Closed 

Thursday, January 5                       

7:15PM     Worship Team Mtg via Zoom   

Sunday, January 5                        

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up                                                             

10:45AM   Nursery               

11:00AM   Worship - Pastor Phil             

11:15AM   Sunday School              

12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 5th 
No Sunday Fourm 

Sunday, January 12th 

An Introduction to the Reverend Carson Mouser  
Bob Richane and David Lee  

Rev. Mouser will be working with our congregation  

to discern who we are now in 2025.  

What makes us unique and what is God calling us to do? 
  

Sunday, Janaury 19th 
No Sunday Forum Planned 

Rev. Carson Mouser to lead Worship 

  

Sunday, January 26th  

My Spiritual Journey 
Bob Richane 

Sunday Forums in January  
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The Downtown Church Staff 
 

 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet, Clerks of Session 
Henry Ehindero, Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock co-Moderators of Deacons  

Session                                     Deacons 
The Rev. Philip B. Davis,             Bob Carlisle              Marilyn Terpening 
 Moderator                               Andrea Folan            Sandy Morales 
Nancy Brown                            Elizabeth Kats           Helen Ganotis 
David Lee                                  Elaine Johnson 
Bob Richane                              Stephen Lloyd 
Sally Allison                              Grania Marcus 
Sam King                                  Carol Samuel 
Jim Vesper                                 Kelley Sheils 

 

 
Keisha Betts, Office Administrator 
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  
The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr., 
 Stated Supply Pastor 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
David Mear, Business Manager 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

 
Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper                                         
& Receptionist Coordinator 
Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance 
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 
Ed Verna, Maintenance  
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
Director of Music Ministry 
 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 ~ Fax: (585) 325-6023 

E-Mail: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

 
 

 


