
Grace When You Know/Grace When You Don’t Know   



Celebration of Worship 

March 23, 2025, 11:00 AM  
Third Sunday in Lent 

     Click Here to Watch  
 

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  
please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share.  
Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hymn following the sermon 

to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

  

Prelude Meditation on Peace Like a River  
  
Words of Welcome                                                      Rev. Phil Davis  
Announcements  
 
Chime   

Introit                                  Day By Day                              Martin How 

 “Day by day, dear God of thee three things I pray. 
“To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.” 

Text: Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester 

Time with Our Children and Youth  
 
*Call to Worship Nancy Simpson  

Leader: You who are thirsty: 
People: Come to receive living water. 
Leader: You who are hungry: 
People: Taste the bread that satisfies. 
Leader: You who long for connection: 
People: Receive the fellowship of this community, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit. 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/


Leader: You who search for love: 
People: Experience the love of Jesus expressed in music, prayer, 
community, word and action. 
Leader: May this time of worship fill and refresh you. 
People: Let us worship God together! 
 

*Invocation (Unison) 
Holy One, draw us into community and connection. Let us receive you and 
our companions in worship. Keep us open to the unexpected, so that we 
may perceive your work in the world, and your work in us. Amen. 

 

*Hymn   When Morning Gilds the Skies LAUDES DOMINI  

(Verses 1-3, Music may be found on page 6.) 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 

All: Gracious God, sometimes we are disappointed by other people, too 
ready to dismiss or discard them. Help us to see in others what you 
see in them: their growth, the fruits that they offer. Forgive us when 
we too quickly judge others. Forgive us also, when we doubt that we 
can be worthy followers of you. May we be inspired to nurture your 
people and ourselves. Amen. 

 
Words of Grace 

Leader: God’s ways are not our ways. Where we would condemn  
Ourselves or others, God forgives. In the name of Jesus Christ you are 
forgiven.  

 
Scripture                   Isaiah 55:1-9  



Music for Reflection                Living Water                         Tom Trenney 

“Spirit of God, come dwell within me. Open my heart, oh, come set me free.  
Fill me with love for Jesus, my Lord, come, fill me with living water.  

Lord, how I thirst, my Lord, I am weak. Lord, come to me, You alone I seek.   
Jesus is living, Jesus is here. Jesus, my Lord, come closer to me.  

Lord, You are life and hope and love, come fill me with living water.  
Jesus is living, Jesus is here. Jesus, my Lord, come closer to me.  

Stretch out Your hand, bring comfort to me. Come, fill me with living water.”  
               Text: Helen Kennedy 
  
Scripture                                  Luke 13:6-9 
 
Sermon       Grace When You Know/Grace When You Don’t Know  
  
*Hymn                 Only What You Do for Christ Will Last     LASTING TREASURES                               

   (Verses 1-3, Music may be found on page 8.) 
 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People  
+Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us  
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Spirit, and  
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering   
 
Offertory Music    Hear My Prayer, O Lord          Henry Purcell 

     “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my crying come unto thee.” 



*Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Let songs rise up from earth below; 
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication  
 

*Hymn                            I’ve Got Peace Like a River              PEACE LIKE A RIVER 
 (Music may be found on page 7.) 

 

*Benediction 
 
Postlude                                      Canzona                        Girolamo Frescobaldi  
 

*Passing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 
Thank you to. . .                 Liturgist: Nancy Simpson 

Chancel Choir Members 
 Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan,  

Joan Sussman 
 Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman 

 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon 
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier 

 

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 
 

 All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 











Sunday, March 23 

  9:45AM   Sunday Forum-ESWA                              
            - Here Til Poverty Isn’t 
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM   Nursery 
11:00AM   Worship -Music Sunday 
11:15AM   Sunday School 
12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary 
  

Tuesday, March 25      
10:30AM     Bible Study via Zoom 

Wednesday, March 26                       
7:00PM      Choir Rehearsal      

Friday, March 28                                     
3:00PM     Space Use Mtg. via Zoom           

 Sunday, March  30              
9:45AM    Sunday Forum-The Telesca  
     Center for Justice 

10:00AM     Choir Warm-up  
10:45AM     Nursery 
11:00AM     Worship - Pastor Phil 
11:15AM     Sunday School 
12:00PM      Reception for Pastor Phil 



  Welcome Visitors! 

Nursery Care for children up to 2nd Grade is available in the Library 

Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the “Time with 
OurChildren and Youth” for a brief time with the pastor, and then will be 
taken up to their Sunday School room by their teacher. Parents are  

welcome to come up with their kids if they would like. 

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 

are passed. If you would like to donate online you can  

use the QR code to the right to make your contribution 

to the church.  

+We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine  

presence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in 
hymns and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 

 to the “T” (telephone) position.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

  We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    

  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person(s), situation or event, and any other 



Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  

The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr., 
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Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  
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Kristie Jones, Office Administrator 
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Tyrone Reeve, Maintenance 
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Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

  Director of Music Ministry 

The Downtown Church Staff 
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Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons  

Session 
The Rev. Philip B.   

Davis, Moderator 

Nancy Brown  
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Mary Rees 

   Deacons 
Bob Carlisle 

Andrea Folan 
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Cindy Hamilton   
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Elizabeth Katz 

Stephen Lloyd 
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   Marilyn Terpening  

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 
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