


2

CCeelleebbrraattiioonn ooff WWoorrsshhiipp
March 30, 2025, 11:00 AM

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn

to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Ach bleib bei uns, Herr Jesu Christ J.S. Prelude  Bach 

“O Stay with Us, Lord Jesus Christ”

Words of Welcome Rev. Phil Davis 
Announcements 

Chime

Introit Day By Day Martin How
“Day by day, dear God of thee three things I pray.

To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.”
Text: Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester

Time with Our Children and Youth

*Call to Worship   John DeHority
Leader: Have you come far to be here today?
PPeeooppllee:: YYoouu eennllaarrggee oouurr ggaatthheerriinngg:: WWeellccoommee!!
Leader: Have you come from around the corner?

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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PPeeooppllee:: YYoouu aanncchhoorr oouurr ggaatthheerriinngg:: WWeellccoommee!!
Leader: Do you seek sanctuary? Do you seek inspiration?
PPeeooppllee:: MMaayy tthhiiss wwoorrsshhiipp mmeeeett yyoouu..
Leader: Do you come with purpose? Do you come with questions?
PPeeooppllee:: WWee wweellccoommee yyoouu aass yyoouu aarree!!
AAllll:: LLeett uuss wwoorrsshhiipp GGoodd ttooggeetthheerr!!

*Invocation (Unison)
AAllll:: HHoollyy OOnnee,, wwee ccoommee iinnttoo yyoouurr pprreesseennccee aanndd tthhee pprreesseennccee ooff tthhiiss
ffeelllloowwsshhiipp.. WWee aarree sseeeekkiinngg aa lliittttllee lliigghhtt,, ssoommee hhooppee,, hheeaalliinngg.. OOppeenn uuss
ttoo kknnooww yyoouu,, ttoo rreecceeiivvee yyoouu aanndd ffiinndd hheerree yyoouurr ttrraannssffoorrmmiinngg lloovvee..
AAmmeenn..

*Hymn  The God of Abraham Praise LEONI

(Music may be found on page 6.)

Prayer for Transformation and New Life
AAllll:: DDeeaarr GGoodd,, yyoouurr ggiiffttss aarree ggeenneerroouuss aanndd yyeett wwee oofftteenn ffaaiill ttoo
aapppprreecciiaattee wwhhaatt wwee hhaavvee bbeeeenn ggiivveenn.. WWee ddeemmaanndd mmoorree,, bbuutt ssqquuaannddeerr
wwhhaatt wwee hhaavvee rreecceeiivveedd.. FFoorrggiivvee uuss ffoorr ttaakkiinngg ffoorr ggrraanntteedd wwhhaatt wwee rreecceeiivvee
ffrroomm yyoouu.. WWhheenn wwee ffaaiill ttoo aacccceepptt wwhhaatt yyoouu ooffffeerr,, oorr ffaaiill ttoo sstteewwaarrdd
tthhoossee ggiiffttss,, bbrriinngg uuss bbaacckk ttoo aawwaarreenneessss ooff yyoouu.. AAmmeenn..

Words of Grace
Leader: However far we wander, God is always ready to receive us, to
enfold us in love and grace. In the name of Jesus, you are forgiven. 

Scripture 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
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Music for Reflection O, Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem Herbert Howells
“O pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee.

Peace be within thy walls and plenteousness within thy palaces.
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee.”

Scripture 1 John 4:16  

Sermon “God Is Love”

*Hymn Open My Eyes That I May See    OPEN MY EYES

(Music may be found on page 8.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
+Prayer of Jesus

OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee,,
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd uuss
nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill.. FFoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,, aanndd
tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music Hold On! Negro Spiritual
““Ref: Keep your hand on the plow, hold on, hold on. Arr. Jester Hairston 

Nora, Nora, let me come in, de doors’ all fast’ned an’ de winders pinned. 
Nora said you done lost yo’ track, you can’t plow straight an’ keep a-lookin’ back. (Ref.)

If you wanna get to heaven let me tell you how, jes’ keep yo’ hand on de gospel plow.
If dat plow stays in yo’ hand, land you straight in de promised land. (Ref.)

Mary had a golden chain, ev’ry link spelled my Jesus’ name.
Keep on climbin’ and don’t you tire. Ev’ry rung goes high’r and high’r. (Ref.)” 
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*Doxology
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn Guide My Feet GUIDE MY FEET
(Music may be found on page 7.)

*Litany of Farewell and Release  (See bulletin insert.)

Postlude A Spiritual Medley
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me – Guide My Feet – Walk Together, Children

*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo.. .. .. Liturgist: John DeHority

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan, 

Joan Sussman
Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman

Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398
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SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 3300
9:45AM   Sunday Forum-The Telesca 

Center for Justice
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship - Pastor Phil
11:15AM   Sunday School
1122::0000PPMM RReecceeppttiioonn ffoorr PPaassttoorr PPhhiill

TTuueessddaayy,, AApprriill 11
10:30AM   Bible Study via Zoom
5:30PM    Justice Team Mtg. via Zoom 

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AApprriill 22
7:00PM    Choir Rehearsal 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AApprriill 33
3:00PM    Worship Team Mtg. via Zoom   

SSuunnddaayy,, AApprriill 66
9:45AM   Sunday Forum-Leap of 

Faith Team
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship - Rev. John Odom
11:15AM   Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments in the Sanctuary

TThhiiss WWeeeekk aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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On Easter Sunday, April 20, the Worship bulletin will 
again include an insert which will list loved ones, re-
membered or honored, when you make a donation in 
any amount to the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Special Offering. Payment can be made by check 
(payable to Downtown Church with OGHS in the 
Memo line) or payment made via credit/debit card 
through the church website (Please check “Other 

Gift” and include a note in the memo field). Please submit your gift 
and information by Monday, April 14, 2025. You can also just 
make a donation to OGHS on Easter Sunday using the special enve-
lopes that will be in the bulletin that day.

Two bouquets of Spring Flowers will grace the chancel, and a third 
arrangement of flowers will adorn the Communion table. This ar-
rangement will be delivered to the Presbyterian Home after the 
Easter Worship service. 

To remember a loved one or honor a special person with your gift, 
complete and return the form below. 

Please print or type:

In memory or in honor of: ________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

From: ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Please return the completed form with your donation 
by Monday, April 14, 2025

or send an email to the church office at 
office@downtownpresbyterian.org.

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
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Welcome Visitors!

NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree for children up to 2nd Grade is available in the Library

CChhiillddrreenn nnoott iinn nnuurrsseerryy ccaarree will be invited forward during the “Time with 
OurChildren and Youth” for a brief time with the pastor, and then will be 
taken up to their Sunday School room by their teacher. Parents are 
welcome to come up with their kids if they would like.
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution
to the church. 
++WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language
about divine presence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the 
words in hymns and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid

to the “T” (telephone) position. 

** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”

WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!  
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss–– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person(s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The prayer requests will be 
collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the pastor.
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Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
The Rev. Philip B. Davis, Sr.,
Stated Supply Pastor

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Kristie Jones, Office Administrator
David Mear, Business Manager

Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper  
& Receptionist Coordinator

Tyrone Reeve, Maintenance
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance

TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 
SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Philip B.  
Davis, Moderator 

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 
Lea Kone 
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Helen Ganotis 
Cindy Hamilton  
Jacque Hancock 

Elizabeth Katz 
Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Sandy Morales 
Becky Parks 
Susan Richane 
Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

Lee Wright, D.M.A., Director of Music 
Ministry



LLiittaannyy ooff FFaarreewweellll aanndd RReelleeaassee
From the Book of Common Worship (PCUSA)
and the Book of Occasional Services (UCC) 

CCOOMM rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee: Every congregation is constantly changing. Children grow 
up. Loved ones and friends among us come to the end of their lives. Individuals 
move into our community and church life.
Others leave us, moving away to new places, new experiences, new opportuni-
ties. It is important and right that we recognize these times of passage, of ending 
and beginnings. Today we offer thanks for the ministry of the Rev. Philip B. 
Davis, Sr., who has served as Stated Supply Pastor of this congregation since 
April of 2024.

Pastor: I thank Downtown United Presbyterian Church for the love, kindness and 
support shown me this last year. I ask your understanding and forgiveness for 
mistakes I have made and for expectations unmet. With joy I recall the many 
things we have been able to accomplish together. As I leave, I carry with me 
memories of many experiences we have shared.

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn:: WWee eexxpprreessss oouurr ggrraattiittuuddee ffoorr yyoouurr lloovvee aanndd mmiinniissttrryy.. WWee ooffffeerr
ffoorrggiivveenneessss ffoorr aannyy ffaaiilluurreess,, aanndd oouurr tthhaannkkss ffoorr aallll aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss.. WWee aacccceepptt
tthhaatt yyoouu nnooww lleeaavvee uuss ttoo aannsswweerr GGoodd’’ss ccaallll iinn nneeww wwaayyss.. WWee aasskk yyoouurr ffoorr--
ggiivveenneessss ffoorr oouurr mmiissttaakkeess.. YYoouurr iinnfflluueennccee oonn oouurr ffaaiitthh aanndd oouurr ccoommmmuunniittyy wwiillll
ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo bbee ffeelltt aass oouurr mmiinniissttrriieess ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo uunnffoolldd..

Pastor: I receive your thankfulness and offer you my forgiveness, trusting that our 
time together and our parting are pleasing to the God we know in Jesus Christ.

CCOOMM rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee:: Do you, the members and friends of Downtown United 
Presbyterian Church, release the Rev. Phil Davis from service as your pastor?

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn:: WWee ddoo,, wwiitthh tthhaannkkss ttoo GGoodd..

CCOOMM rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee: Do you, Phil Davis, recognize and accept the completion of 
your ministry with this congregation?



Pastor: I do, with thanks to God.

CCOOMM RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee:: Let us pray: Loving God, Alpha and Omega, you are both 
beginning and end. Our endings and our beginnings are rooted in your love. 
Whether near or far, we are held close by your love, and kept safe from any 
lasting loss. Let our time together end with your blessing. Touch all memories with 
your grace and peace. Help us to live with courage and gladness in the future 
you present us. In every time and place, may we offer you our highest and our 
best. through Jesus Christ our Lord.

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn:: AAmmeenn..

CCOOMM RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee: Representing the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, I witness 
these words of thanksgiving, forgiveness, and release. The Presbytery rejoices 
with you in the ministry you have shared, and we pledge to you continued sup-
port and prayer. With thanks to God for the ministry of this congregation and the 
ministry of the Rev. Phil Davis, and with hope for God’s abiding grace in the 
years to come, this pastoral relationship is now dissolved. With God’s help and 
love may your lives be blessed and your labors be fruitful, as you offer yourselves 
gladly in the service of our common Lord.

PPaassttoorr: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn:: AAmmeenn,, aanndd aammeenn..

PPaassttoorr:: Go in peace.

CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn:: GGoo iinn ppeeaaccee..




