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  Celebration of Worship 
  April 13, 2025, 11:00 AM  
  Palm Sunday 
  Passion Sunday 
  Click Here to Watch 
 
   If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  
 please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  
 (and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share.  
 Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hymn following the  
  sermon to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 
 
  
Prelude Rondo Alla Turca W.A. Mozart 
  from Sonata No. 11 in A Major 
  Sam Schroeder, piano 
  

Words of Welcome  The Rev. Val Fowler 

Announcements  
Chime   
  
*Introit  Praise, Praise, Praise Traditional Cameroon 
 Please join in singing:  

 “Praise, praise, praise God. Praise God’s holy name, alleluia!” 
    

*Call to Worship  (Adapted from Psalm 57)  Nancy Brown 

 Leader: Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 People: Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 People: Hosanna in the highest heaven! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
  
*Hymn Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE 
  (Verses 1 & 2; music may be found on page 8.)  
 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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*Procession of the Palms  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 Leader: We praise you this day, O God, with singing and  
 palm branches waving. 
  (Wave your branch.) 
 Leader: We join with all creation and all God’s people,  
 in praising your name! 
  (Wave your branch.) 
 Leader: We want to follow Jesus in loyal service. 
  (Wave your branch.) 
 Leader: Still, it is much easier just to celebrate the good times —  
  the parades, the healings, the teachings, the comforting hand 
 — than to recognize the tough times. 
  (Time for silent prayer.) 
 Leader: Put your branch behind your back. 
 People: It is easy to ignore the risk-taking that goes with a commitment to 
 making peace and working for justice. 
  (Time for silent prayer.) 
 Leader: Keep your branch behind your back.  
 People: It is easy to ignore the risk-taking that follows Jesus to the cross. 
  (Time for silent prayer.) 
 Leader: Keep your branch behind your back. 
 People: Forgive us, God. 
 Leader: Bring your branch to the front and hold it close. 
 People: Fill us with Jesus’ passion and love, energy and grace.  
 Help us to live as disciples of your beloved Son and servant. 
 Leader: Hold your branch high. 
 People: Amen!   
  (Wave your branch.) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 Leader: God understands how difficult it is to live as Jesus did.  
 Still, God calls us to live as Jesus did. God is always ready to forgive,  
 and to help us turn our lives around and begin anew.  
 People: This is God’s love and God’s mercy. Thanks be to God.  



4 

 

 Hosanna in the highest! 
  
Hymn Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE 
  (Verse 3; music may be found on page 8.)  
  

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Scripture Exodus 14:15-18  

  
Music for Reflection Alleluia from Brazillian Psalm Jean Berger 
  “Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,  
  O Lord, O Lord, Cymbals and the sounding harp I do not have.  
  But I’ll make a fair procession for you, O blessed one.  
  We have no cymbals for your praise, no harps to praise you, 
  But I’ll praise you with waving of palms. 
  Accept them, I implore you. I will dance and sing your praises! 
  But I’ll make a fair procession for you, O blessed one. Alleluia, Alleluia.” 
  Text: Jorge de Lima 
         

Scripture Luke 19:29-44 
 

Sermon “Go Forward” Rev. Fowler 
 

*Hymn   Lead on, O King Eternal LANCASHIRE  
  (Music may be found on page 9.)  
 

Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of the People  
† Prayer of Jesus 
 Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  
 bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us  
 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Spirit, and  
 the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering   
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Offertory Music   How Fair Is Thy Face Edvard Grieg 
 “How fair is Thy face, Yea fair, yea fair, 
  Thou Son of God, Thou Prince of Grace! 
  O Thou my Shulamite, sweet and kind, Yea kind, yea kind, 
  All that I have is also Thine. 
 

  My friend, Thou art mine, Yea mine, yea mine, 
  For evermore let me be Thine, 
  Thou canst me save, canst me save, Yea save, yea save, 
  Both here on earth and ’yond the grave. 
 

  Remember my plight, Yea plight, yea plight, 
  Around me hostile swords flash bright. 
  Fly hither, Dove of Grace, Dove of Grace, Apace, apace! 
  Among the rocks are peace and space. 
 

 How fair is Thy face, how fair Thy face, 
  Thou Son of God, Thou Prince of Grace, 
  My Shulamite, so sweet and kind, 
  O Thou my Shulamite, 
  All that I have is Thine!” 
 

  Text: Hans Adolf Brorson (1694-1764) Trans. Percy Grainger 
 

*Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Let songs rise up from earth below; 
 Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  
 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen    
  

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

 Holy One, we thank you for the great deeds of renewal and redemption that 
 you have done and continue to do. Bless these offerings, made in thanksgiving. 
 May they further your work in this world; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

             

*Hymn  All Glory, Laud, and Honor VALET WILL ICH DER GEBEN 

  (Music may be found on page 10.) 
 
*Charge & Benediction 
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Choral Response   In Manus Tuas, Domine Thomas Tallis 
  “Into your hands I commend my spirit. 
  For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.” 
  Text: Psalm 31:6 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
 The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to... Liturgist: Nancy Brown 
  Chancel Choir Members 
 Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman 
  Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman 
  Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon 
  Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  
  Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier 

 

 Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 
 

  All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  
 under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 
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This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

 Sunday, April 13               
                Palm Sunday 
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up  
10:45AM   Nursery 
11:00AM   Worship - Rev. Val Fowler 
11:15AM   Sunday School 
12:00PM    Refreshments, Sanctuary 

Tuesday, April 15                         
10:30AM   Bible Study via Zoom          
7:00PM     Session Meeting via Zoom       

 Wednesday, April 16                           
4:30PM     Sunday Forum Mtg via Zoom                                                                 
7:00PM     Choir Rehearsal  

 

Thursday, April 17                          
10:00AM  Personnel Mtg via Zoom       
7:00PM     Maundy Thursday Service 

  Friday, April 18                                 
10:30AM   Meditation Walk at                     
          Highland Park   

Sunday, April 20                               
        Easter Sunday                            
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up                  
10:45AM   Nursery                    
11:00AM   Worship - Rev. Val Fowler    
11:15AM   Sunday School                 
12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary 
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  Welcome Visitors! 

Nursery Care for children up to 2nd Grade is available in the Library 

Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the “Time with 
Our Children and Youth” for a brief time with the pastor, and then will be 
taken up to their Sunday School room by their teacher. Parents are  
welcome to come up with their kids if they would like. 

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 
are passed. If you would like to donate online you can  
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution 
to the church.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language 
about divine presence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the 
words in hymns and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 
 to the “T” (telephone) position.  
* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

  We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    
  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person(s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The prayer requests will be 
collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the pastor. 

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, care for 

creation, and work for God’s Justice.  
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Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
Kristie Jones, Office Administrator 
David Mear, Business Manager 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance  
Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper      
  & Receptionist Coordinator 

Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance 
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher 
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 
Ed Verna, Maintenance 
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
  Director of Music Ministry 

The Downtown Church Staff 

Parish Leaders 
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons  

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Session 
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator 

Nancy Brown  
John DeHority  

Lea Kone 
Bob Richane  
Sally Allison  
Sam King  

Jim Vesper  
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 

Deacons 

Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Helen Ganotis 
Cindy Hamilton   
 

Jacque Hancock 
Elizabeth Katz 
Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Sandy Morales 

Becky Parks 
Susan Richane 
Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  


