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Celebration of Worship
April 27, 2025, 11:00 AM 

The Second Sunday of Easter
Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee

sseerrmmoonn to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

. .
Prelude An Alleluia Groove in G Dorian

Words of Welcome John DeHority
Announcements Nancy Brown

Chime

*Introit  O Children All, Together Sing O FILII ET FILIAE

AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlleelluuiiaa!!
O children all, together sing with heavenly hosts our praises bring;

For lo the grave has lost its sting! AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!!
That Easter morn, at dawn of day, the faithful women went their way

To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!!
An angel clad in white they see, who sits, and speaks unto the three,

“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!!
That night the apostles met in fear; among them came their Lord most dear,

And said, “My peace be with you here.” AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!!
AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAlleelluuiiaa!!

Text: Atytr. Jean Tisserand (15th c.), Trans John Mason Neal, 1852, alt. LW

*Call to Worship  Psalm 119 Nan C. Merrill
One: We give thanks to You, O Beloved, for You are kind; your 
steadfast Love endures forever!
MMaannyy:: LLeett eevveerryy nnaattiioonn pprrooccllaaiimm,, ““YYoouurr sstteeaaddffaasstt LLoovvee eenndduurreess ffoorreevveerr..””

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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One: You opened to me the gates of truth and justice, that I might 
enter through them. Praise to You, O Merciful One!
MMaannyy:: TThhiiss iiss tthhee DDoooorr ttoo LLiiffee;; tthhoossee wwhhoo kknnooww LLoovvee sshhaallll eenntteerr tthhrroouugghh iitt..
One: I give thanks to You, O Beloved, who answers our prayers and 
Invites us to new Life.
MMaannyy:: TThhee ssttoonnee wwhhiicchh tthhee bbuuiillddeerrss rreejjeecctteedd hhaass bbeeccoommee tthhee ffoouunnddaattiioonn
ooff oouurr lliivveess..
One: This O Eternal Listener, is Your Work; it is marvelous in our eyes.
MMaannyy:: TThhiiss iiss tthhee ddaayy wwhhiicchh YYoouu hhaavvee mmaaddee;; lleett uuss rreejjooiiccee aanndd bbee ggllaadd iinn iitt!!

Hymn Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers SUO GAN

(Music may be found on page 7.)

Centering Prayer (unison)

GGrreeaatt GGoodd ooff aallll lliiffee,, aass ddaawwnn sslloowwllyy ddiissppeellss ddaarrkknneessss ooff nniigghhtt,, ssoo YYoouurr
wwoonnddrroouuss lloovvee eennlliigghhtteennss oouurr ffeeaarrffuull ssppiirriittss.. WWiitthh iinnnneerr eeyyeess ooff ffaaiitthh wwee
sseeee CChhrriisstt rriissiinngg ffrroomm tthhee ssttoonnee--ffrreeee ccaavvee:: tthhaatt ssppiirriittuuaall ppoowweerr ddiissppeelllliinngg
tthhee ppoowweerr ooff ddeeaatthh,, bbrriinnggiinngg mmoouurrnneerrss jjooyy,, ccaassttiinngg oouutt hhaattrreedd aanndd
vveennggeeaannccee,, rreessttoorriinngg lloosstt iinnnnoocceennccee,, hhuummbblliinngg hhuummaann aarrrrooggaannccee,, aanndd
bbrriinnggiinngg uuss aa ggeennuuiinnee ppeeaaccee.. MMaayy tthhee MMoorrnniinngg SSttaarr wwhhiicchh nneevveerr sseettss ffiinndd oouurr
ffllaammeess ooff hhooppee yyeett bbuurrnniinngg:: CChhrriisstt,, tthhaatt MMoorrnniinngg SSttaarr,, wwhhoo rroossee ffrroomm tthhee
DDaarrkknneessss ooff ddeeaatthh,, aanndd bbaatthheedd aallll ccrreeaattiioonn iinn ppeeaacceeffuull lliigghhtt,, lliivvee aanndd
lloovvee ffoorreevveerr aanndd eevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Reading “Dawn of Day” (see insert) Rosalind Russell 

Time with Children and Youth

Music for Reflection All Things New Elaine Hagenberg
“Light after darkness, gain after loss, 

Strength after weakness, crown after cross; 
Sweet after bitter, hope after fears, 

Home after wandering, praise after tears. 

Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end, 
He is making all things new. 
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Springs of living water shall wash away each tear, 
He is making all things new. 

Sight after mystery, sun after rain, 
Joy after sorrow, peace after pain; 

Near after distant, gleam after gloom, 
Love after loneliness, life after tomb.” 

Text: Frances Havergal 

Scripture John 20:19-31 

Sermon “The Doors Were Locked” John DeHority

*Hymn Come! Live in the Light! WE ARE CALLED

(Music may be found on page 8.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice
Prayer of Jesus (unison)

OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy KKiinnggddoomm
ccoommee!! TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr
ddaaiillyy bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd
lleeaadd uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee KKiinnddoomm,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Invitation to the Offering:
The most lavish gifts we can bring are never enough to thank God for all 
we have received.  Yet the tiniest offerings we present do not escape God’s
notice when presented with full commitment and devotion. Let us give as 
we are able.

Offertory Music  Let Your Faith Be Stronger Than Your Fear Tom Trenney
“In the deserts of your life, I’ll not desert you. I will wake a way beside a flowing stream.

Through the valley, do not fear, for I am with you; My rod and staff to comfort and redeem.

In the darkness of your life, I will not leave you. In the shadow, I’m your light, your lamp, your sun.
I will be the star that shines above to guide you, a light unto your path to lead you on.
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Ref: Do not be afraid, I go before you. Do not be afraid, I am by your side.
Be still and know that I am with you. Let your faith be stronger than your fear.

When you’re weary, when you’re faint, I will be with you. I will raise you up to soar on eagle’s wings.
I will be the joy that seeks you through your sorrow. Unending hope my resurrection brings.

When the storms of life assail, I will uphold you. I will strengthen you; I’ll be the help you need.
Though the waters rage and foam, fear not, I’m with you. I am the way, the truth, the life, indeed!

Carolina Sullivan, soloist, Text: Tom Trenney

*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn

*Prayer of Dedication
Thank you, God, for resurrection. May we, along with our financial 
gifts, testify to the good news of your forgiving love and empowering
acceptance. Amen.

Hymn Alleluia! Laud and Blessing WEISSE FLAGGEN

(Music may be found on page 9.)

*Benediction (responsive) from the Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary Baccalaureate 1995 

Because the world is poor and starving, ggoo wwiitthh bbrreeaadd. 
Because the world is filled with fears, ggoo wwiitthh ccoouurraaggee. 
Because the world is in despair, ggoo wwiitthh hhooppee. 
Because the world is living lies, ggoo wwiitthh tthhee ttrruutthh. 
Because the world is sick with sorrow, ggoo wwiitthh jjooyy.
Because the world is weary of wars, ggoo wwiitthh ppeeaaccee.
Because the world is seldom fair, ggoo wwiitthh jjuussttiiccee. 
Because the world is under judgment, ggoo wwiitthh mmeerrccyy. 
Because the world will die without it, ggoo wwiitthh lloovvee.
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Postlude Selections from Firework Music George Frederick Handel
I. Overture & II. The Rejoicing Arr. E. Power Biggs

*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo...... Liturgist: Nancy Brown
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman
Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman

Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier
Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

SSuunnddaayy,, AApprriill 2277
10:00AM    Choir Warm-up
10:45AM    Nursery
11:00AM    Worship - John DeHority             
11:15AM    Sunday School
12:00PM     Refreshments in Sanctuary 
7:00PM     Sophia Circle via Zoom

TTuueessddaayy,, AApprriill 2299
10:30AM    Psalms+ Bible Study, Zoom

WWeeddnneessddaayy AApprriill 3300
7:00PM      Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaayy 11

7:15PM   Worship Team Mtg, Zoom

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaayy 44

9:45AM Sunday Forum-BMISS 
Update!                                                   

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship - Rev. Christine 

James
11:15AM   Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary

TThhiiss WWeeeekk aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree for children up to 2nd Grade is available. Drop-off starts
at 10 a.m. in the library. The nursery is in C-23. 

CChhiillddrreenn iinn SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll will attend worship and are invited  to “Time with 
Our Children and Youth” for a brief time with the pastor, and then will be taken 
up to their classroom by their teacher. Parents are welcome to come up as well.

YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 

†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine 
presence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in 
hymns and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 

** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”

WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss–– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person(s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The prayer requests will be 
collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the pastor.

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 
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Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Kristie Jones, Office Administrator
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper     
& Receptionist Coordinator

Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 



Dawn of Day

new hope aglow with celestial light,

transforms in pastel glory

the deep, cold shades of night.

Boldly over awakened earth

rises clear the morning Sun 

brightly rearranging all

for the crisp new day that's come.

Rosalind Russell




