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Celebration of Worship
May 11, 2025, 11:00 AM
Fourth Sunday of Eastertide

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee

sseerrmmoonn to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude The Quiet Center 
A Congregational Improvisation

Words of Welcome Nancy Brown

Announcements David Lee
Chime
Introit  Blessed Be Melanie DeMore

“Ref: Blessed be the tree of life that grows within you and me.
Steady and true, rooted in love. Shelter and peace below and above.

Sing to the sky, rise from the earth. Seasons come round again, death to rebirth.”

*Call to Worship  
Leader: We, both guests and hosts, settle into the welcome,
anticipating the bounty and beauty of the unfolding Spring.
AAllll:: RRaaddiiccaallllyy eeqquuaalliizzeedd —— nnoo lloonnggeerr oouuttccaassttss,, bbuutt,, bbeelloovveedd,, ffeedd,,
aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd,, aanndd ccoommffoorrtteedd..
Leader: We thank you for your source of unending generosity and grace.
AAllll:: WWee aasskk YYoouu ttoo bbee wwiitthh uuss aass wwee pprraaccttiiccee hhoossppiittaalliittyy aanndd hheeaalliinngg..
HHeellpp uuss ttoo wwrriittee nneeww rruulleess ttoo uunnlleeaasshh oouurr mmiinnddss aanndd ssppiirriittss ttoo
ccoonnttiinnuuee tthhee ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn ooff yyoouurr cchhuurrcchh aanndd yyoouurr wwoorrlldd..

*Invocation 
AAllll:: HHoollyy OOnnee,, ddrraaww uuss iinnttoo ccoommmmuunniittyy aanndd ccoonnnneeccttiioonn.. LLeett uuss
eemmbbrraaccee YYoouu aanndd oouurr ccoommppaanniioonnss iinn wwoorrsshhiipp.. GGiivvee uuss ccoouurraaggee.. KKeeeepp
uuss ooppeenn ttoo tthhee uunneexxppeecctteedd,, ttoo tthhee ““hhoollyy ssuurrpprriissee,,”” ssoo tthhaatt wwee mmaayy bbee
yyoouurr wwoorrkk iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd.. AAmmeenn..

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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*Hymn Come and Find the Quiet Center BEACH SPRING

(Music may be found on page 6.)

Prayer for Transformation and New Life
AAllll:: WWee aarree hheerree bbeeccaauussee wwee aarree ccoommppaanniioonnss oonn aa jjoouurrnneeyy..
WWiitthhiinn eeaacchh ooff uuss lliivveess tthhee ccoonnvviiccttiioonn ooff aa ffaaiitthh iinn YYoouu tthhaatt ccoouulldd
hheeaall oouurr bbrrookkeenn ppllaanneett aanndd iilllluummiinnaattee tthhee lliivveess ooff aallll ooff yyoouurr cchhiillddrreenn,,
iiff wwee sseeee tthheemm tthhrroouugghh YYOOUURR eeyyeess wwiitthhoouutt pprreejjuuddggmmeenntt,, oorr ppeerrhhaappss
wwiitthhoouutt jjuuddggmmeenntt aatt aallll.. WWee,, wwhhoo wwoouulldd hheeaall tthhee ppllaanneett,, mmuusstt lleeaarrnn
ttoo hheeaall oouurr oowwnn hheeaarrttss;; ssoo wwee mmiigghhtt iilllluummiinnaattee tthhee lliivveess ooff oouurr mmoosstt
BBeelloovveedd ccoommppaanniioonnss aanndd ffrriieennddss.. FFoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr llaacckk ooff ccoouurraaggee
aanndd iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn..

Assurance of Grace
God’s grace is beyond knowing.
God’s love is beyond measuring.
The gospel confirms the wholeness available to us and within us.
In Jesus, we are encouraged, inspired, and forgiven.
AAllll:: TThhaannkkss bbee ttoo GGoodd..

Reading The Chance to Love Everything Mary Oliver
(See insert.)

Time with Children and Youth

Music Recognition 

Music for Reflection They Are Mother Jennifer Lucy Cook
(See insert for text.)

Scripture Reading Acts 9:36-41

Message Be Brave Nancy Brown

*Hymn The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound MCKEE

(Verses 1-4, Music may be found on page 7.)
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice
Prayer of Jesus (unison)

OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt
ccoommee,, TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr
ddaaiillyy bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd
lleeaadd uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr TThhiinnee iiss tthhee
SSppiirriitt,, aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music  Wake Up, My Spirit Adolphus Hailstork
“Wake up, my spirit! I , myself, will waken the dawn.

Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, and Your glory over all the earth.
Awake, lute and harp. I will sing praise to You among the nations.

I will sing melody; I  will sing alleluia!”
Text: Psalm 57:6-9 (New English Bible)

*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn

*Prayer of Dedication
Holy One, our lives overflow with your blessing. Through this 
offering, teach us to give freely and joyously to others, that we may
help to build a world that reflects your beloved community. A world
where justice rolls down like waters, where abundance is shared, and 
where all people have enough. We make this prayer in your name. Amen.

*Hymn Together We Serve SAN ANSELMO

(Verses 1, 2, and 4, Music may be found on page 8.)
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*Benediction (unison) Adapted from the Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary Baccalaureate 1995

BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss ppoooorr aanndd ssttaarrvviinngg,, bbaakkee tthhee bbrreeaadd..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss ffiilllleedd wwiitthh ffeeaarrss,, bbee bbrraavvee..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss iinn ddeessppaaiirr,, ooffffeerr hhooppee..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss lliivviinngg lliieess,, ssppeeaakk tthhee ttrruutthh..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss ssiicckk wwiitthh ssoorrrrooww,, sskkiipp wwiitthh jjooyy..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss wweeaarryy ooff wwaarrss,, pprraaccttiiccee ppeeaaccee..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss sseellddoomm ffaaiirr,, bbee tthhee jjuussttiiccee..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd iiss uunnddeerr jjuuddggmmeenntt,, aacctt wwiitthh mmeerrccyy..
BBeeccaauussee tthhee wwoorrlldd wwiillll ddiiee wwiitthhoouutt iitt,, LLOOVVEE!!

Postlude Firework Music G.F. Handel
4. Bourrée & 5. Minuet Finale Arr. E. Power Biggs

*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo...... Guest Worship Leader: Nancy Brown
Liturgist: David Lee

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Nicole Knickerbocker, Lindsey Puc, Carolina Sullivan, Joan Sussman

Alto: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Leah Rosenman
Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Evan McMahon

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398



6



7



8



9

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaayy 1111

MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy//MMuussiicc RReeccooggnniittiioonn
9:15AM Sunday Forum-Implicit 

Bias (Part 1) - David Scott                                               
10:00AM    Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM    Nursery
11:00AM    Worship - Nancy Brown
11:15AM    Sunday School
12:00PM     Cake in the Sanctuary

TTuueessddaayy,, MMaayy 1133

10:30AM    Bible Study via Zoom
6:30PM     Deacons Meeting via Zoom

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaayy 1144
3:00PM    DEIB Meeting via Zoom

TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaayy 1155
10:00AM   Personnel Meeting via Zoom

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaayy 1188
9:15AM Sunday Forum-Implicit 

Bias (Part 1) - David Scott                                            
10:45AM    Nursery
11:00AM    Worship-Rev. Celie Katovich
11:15AM    Sunday School
12:00PM     Refreshments in Sanctuary
7:00PM     Sophia Circle via Zoom

TThhiiss WWeeeekk aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree for children up to 2nd Grade is available. Drop off children 
in the library before services start. The nursery is in C-23. 

CChhiillddrreenn iinn SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll will attend worship and are invited  to “Time with 
Our Children and Youth” for a brief time with the pastor, and then will be taken 
up to their classroom by their teacher. Parents are welcome to come up as well.

YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 

†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine 
presence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in 
hymns and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 

** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”

WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss–– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person(s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The prayer requests will be 
collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the pastor.

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 
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Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
Kristie Jones, Office Administrator
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper     
& Receptionist Coordinator

Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 



TThhee CChhaannccee ttoo LLoovvee EEvveerryytthhiinngg
bbyy MMaarryy OOlliivveerr

All summer I made friends
with the creatures nearby --
they flowed through the fields
and under the tent walls,
or padded through the door,
grinning through their many teeth,
looking for seeds,
suet, sugar; muttering and humming,
opening the breadbox, happiest when
there was milk and music. But once
in the night I heard a sound
outside the door, the canvas
bulged slightly — something
was pressing inward at eye level.
I watched, trembling, sure I had heard
the click of claws, the smack of lips
outside my gauzy house —
I imagined the red eyes,
the broad tongue, the enormous lap.
Would it be friendly too?
Fear defeated me. And yet,
not in faith and not in madness
but with the courage I thought
my dream deserved,
I stepped outside. It was gone.
Then I whirled at the sound of some
shambling tonnage.
Did I see a black haunch slipping
back through the trees? Did I see
the moonlight shining on it?
Did I actually reach out my arms
toward it, toward paradise falling, like
the fading of the dearest, wildest hope  —
the dark heart of the story that is all
the reason for its telling?



They Are Mother

What shall I call this force I know
Who do I come to when I wonder
The space that holds me when I’m low
More than a parent, friend, or lover

They are Mover, They are Maker, 
They are Mother, mm, They are Mother, mm

They are the breath I see in cold
The ready muscle in the sprinter
They are the glitter and the gold
The steady heat lamp in the winter

They are Mover, They are Maker, 
They are Mother, mm, They are Mother, mm

They nod and know
They need nothing
They’re god and grow
They bleed blessings

They are solitude
They are multitude
They are gratitude
Gratitude

Laugh lines around the all-seeing eye
And I can lean into the sky

What shall I call this force I know
Who do I come to when I wonder

They are Mover, They are Maker, 
They are Mother, mm, They are Mother, mm
They are Mother, mm, They are Mother, mm, They are Mother, mm. . .

– Jennifer Lucy Cook


