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  Celebration of Worship 
  May 18, 2025, 11:00 AM 
  Fifth Sunday of Eastertide 
   

  Click Here to Watch 
 

   If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  
 please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  
 (and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share.  
 Prayer Requests will be collected in baskets during the hymn following the  
 sermon to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 
 
 
Prelude  Meditation on  “What Is the World Like?”   
   

Words of Welcome  The Rev. Celie Katovich 
 

Announcements  John DeHority 

Chime   
Introit   Love Is Little Shaker Hymn 
  “Love is little, love is low, love will make our spirits grow. 
  Grow in peace, grow in light, love will do the thing that’s right. 
 

  Love is gentle, love is small, love will find the best of all, 
  Find the peace, find the light, love will do the thing that's right. ” 
  

*Call to Worship 
 One: Open the eyes of our hearts, God.  
 All: We long to see you. 
 One: Open the ears of our hearts. 
 All: We yearn to hear a living word for our lives. 
 One: Open our lips, O Holy One, 
 All: That we may breathe your Spirit, and become vessels for your truth. 

 

*Hymn  God Is Calling through the Whisper W ZLOBIE LEZY 
  (Music may be found on page 6.) 
 

 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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Centering Prayer 
God of all hopefulness, give us peaceful hearts today. 
Grant us stillness within, that we may hear your voice. 
Let us be rooted in your presence, and may our roots 
drink deeply of your great compassion. We ask this  
through Christ our light. Amen.

Reading “Good People” Tony Hoagland 

Time with Children and Youth 

Music for Reflection  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant Richard Gillard 

“Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travelers on the road 
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear. 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through.” 

Words: Richard Gillard 

Scripture Reading Matthew 13:31-32 

Sermon Is Kindness Enough? 
Thérèse of Lisieux in the Age of the Polycrisis 

*Hymn What Is the World Like? NEW WORLD

(1, 3, 4 and 5, Music may be found on page 7.) 

Joys and Concerns 
Prayers for Healing and Justice 
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Prayer of Jesus (unison) 

 Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit  
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
 daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the  
 Spirit, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Music   Meditation on “The Little Way”  

 A communal improvisation on “The Little Way” of St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
  (See page nine for participation ideas.)  
 

Doxology   
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Let songs rise up from earth below; 
 Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  
 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen  
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 Loving God known to us by many names, everywhere we look we see  
 glimpses of your generosity. You have blessed us with a living planet;  
 living water; breathable air; a bounty of both sustenance and beauty.  
 As we feast on this life you have given us, may our own hearts run over 
 with the abundance that we have been given. May we give generously, 
 that others may live.  
  

*Hymn  O for a World AZMON 
  (Verses 1, 2, 3 and 5, Music may be found on page 8.) 
*Benediction   
     

Postlude  Improvisation on Azmon   

 

*Passing of the Peace 
 The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 And also with you. 



5 

 

Thank you to... Guest Worship Leader: The Rev. Celie Katovich 
  Liturgist: John DeHority 

  Musicians: Alan Jones and Lee Wright 
  Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 

   All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  
  under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 

Sunday, May 18   

 9:15AM    Sunday Forum-Implicit  

                     Bias (Part 2) - David Scott   
10:00AM   Musician Warm Up                                          
10:45AM   Nursery                
11:00AM   Worship 
  Rev. Celie Katovich 
11:15AM   Sunday School                  
12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary 
  7:00PM     Sophia Circle via Zoom 

Tuesday, May 20                  

10:30AM     Bible Study via Zoom                                

7:00PM       Session Meeting 

Wednesday, May 21                              

4:30PM     Sunday Forum Mtg via Zoom   

Friday, May 23                    

3:00PM     Space Use Mtg. via Zoom   

 

Sunday, May 25                    

10:00AM   Musician Warm Up 

10:45AM   Nursery                            
11:00AM   Worship 
  Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby                     
12:00PM    Refreshments in Sanctuary 

Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day 

                   Building Closed 

This Week at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 
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Meditation on “The Little Way” 
A Communal Improvisation on the Path of St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

 
Join us in a gently unfolding musical offering during the Offertory.  

All are invited to participate. 
 
 

 Centering Tone: F — Our shared “mustard seed.” Begin by listening, 
humming, or playing this note. Notice the variety of texture and color in 
the sounds. 

 
 Bring Your Sound — Percussion, handbells, voice, string, wind, your 
breath, all sounds are welcome. 

 
 
 
 

 
 Build Gently — Add sound with care and space. Let your voice or in-
strument ripple out with continuous awareness of the the center seed 
(F). 

 
 A Growing Garden — The lead musician will slowly introduce all 12 
chromatic pitches, like petals unfolding. (You may echo these or find 
your own harmony.) 

 
 Practice the Little Way — Focus not on performance, but on pres-
ence. Even a single note or sound is a gift. The music is something we 
ALL share—no spectators or performers, only community. 
 

Let this shared moment remind us: small acts of beauty, given freely, can 
grow into something healing and transformative. 
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  Welcome Visitors! 

Nursery Care for children up to 2nd Grade is available. Drop off children  
in the library before services start. The nursery is in C-23.  

Children in Sunday School will attend worship and are invited  to “Time with 
Our Children and Youth” for a brief time with the pastor, and then will be taken 
up to their classroom by their teacher. Parents are welcome to come up as well. 

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 
are passed. If you would like to donate online you can  
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to  
the church.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine  
presence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in 
hymns and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 
 to the “T” (telephone) position.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

  We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    
  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person(s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The prayer requests will be 
collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the pastor. 

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,  

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.  
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Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  
Alan Jones, Associate Musician 
Kristie Jones, Office Administrator 
David Mear, Business Manager 
Moses Nhial, Maintenance  
Penelope Paredes,  
Nursery Coordinator 

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper      
  & Receptionist Coordinator 
Tyrone Reeves, Maintenance 
Robin Sheikh, Sunday School Teacher 
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 
Ed Verna, Maintenance 
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 
  Director of Music Ministry 

The Downtown Church Staff 

Parish Leaders 
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons  

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 
Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Session 
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator 

Nancy Brown  
John DeHority  

Lea Kone 
Bob Richane  
Sally Allison  
Sam King  

Jim Vesper  
Pat Tweet 
Mary Rees 

Deacons 

Bob Carlisle 
Andrea Folan 
Helen Ganotis 
Cindy Hamilton   
 

Jacque Hancock 
Elizabeth Katz 
Stephen Lloyd 
Grania Marcus 
Sandy Morales 

Becky Parks 
Susan Richane 
Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  


