
  

 

We Live Into Jesus’ Inclusive Call  

to Love Every Person,  

Care for Creation, 

And Work for God’s Justice. 
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  Celebration of Worship 

  August 24th, 2025, 10:00 AM 

  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Music-Led Sunday—All Community Choir 

     

  Click Here to Watch 

 

   If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  

 please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  

 (and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share.  

 Prayer Requests will be collected during the hymn following the sermon  

 to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

 

 Prelude   Pure Love Lynn Bauman and Linnea Good 

This simple two note melody will be sung antiphonally (pulpit side echoed by lectern side). 

 Each verse will be sung twice. You are invited to improvise by adding your own notes  

 within the rhythmic alteration to create a rich harmonic spectrum.  

 Use of hand/body percussion and handbells in a contemplative spirit is encouraged!  
 

  Introduction—Humming  

  Vs. 1) Pure love, pure truth, pure justice, God. 

  Vs. 2) Pure love, pure light, all inclusive, God. 

  Vs. 3) Pure love, pure trust, all embracing, God. 

    

   

Words of Welcome  Lee Wright 

Announcements   Stephen Lloyd 

 

Chime     All Handbells Ringing with Joy 

 

Introit   See Me Reena Esmail 

  The choir will introduce this song in a call and response fashion.  

  Then we will sing three times together:  

  “See me. See me. See my light. 

  See me. See me. See my light.  

  See my light.” 

 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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*Call to Worship (based on Jeremiah 1:4-10)  

One: God says, “Before I formed you, I knew you.”  

Many: Before we took our first breath, God claimed us.  

One: Do not say, “I am only…” for God’s Spirit gives us voice.  

Many: We are called to speak God’s justice, to live God’s mercy.  

One: God touches our lips with truth, our hearts with courage, our hands  

  with strength.  

Many: We are seen. We are called. We are sent.  

One: Come, beloved, into worship—where every voice is needed,  

  every life is holy.  

All: Let us worship God in Spirit and in truth, with song!  

 

*Invocation 

Holy One, source of pure love and pure light, you have called us from birth 

and planted within us a spark of your own Spirit.  You know our innermost be-

ing, and still you  entrust us with your work of justice and reconciliation.  

Gather us in this hour—into song that heals, into play that restores, into prayer 

that deepens our connection. Pour out grace upon grace, until our lives over-

flow with the audacious love of Jesus. Amen.  

 

*Hymn    Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA 

  (Music may be found on page 8.) 

   

Centering Prayer (Antiphonal conversation with Psalm 71:1-6) 

Lectern side: In you, O Lord, we take refuge. Let us never be put to shame. 

Pulpit side: Free us from the shame that dims our light and steals our joy. 

L: Rescue us and make us whole. 

P: Incline your ear to us, and steady our trembling hearts. 

L: Be to us a rock of refuge, a fortress of welcome. 

P: Not with walls of exclusion, but the shelter of belonging. 

L: From within and without, deliver us from fear and division. 

P: Guide us from the apathy and complacency we carry. 
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L: You have been our hope from the beginning, our trust since youth. 

P: Melt our mistrust, and plant again your love deep within us. 

L: Our praise is continually of you.  

All: In your infinite grace, forgive us, renew us, and let us shine your love into 

the world. Amen.  

  

First Reading Isaiah 58:9b-14  

 

Music for Reflection  Draw Us Near Joel Thompson 

  “This song we sing is our hearts’ vow to you, O God of peace.  

  Please send your Dove, your Spirit of Love, to help our torments cease.  

  The world is tired of war and blood and fear,  

  The tears we’ve cried, the pain inside: O Spirit, draw us near.  

  So keep us true to our hearts’ vow to show the world your love.  

  May bias wane and joy remain as we sing to You above.  

  We pray, O God, You take away our fear,  

  The tears we’ve cried, the pain inside: O Spirit, draw us near.”  

 

Gospel Reading Luke 13:10-17 

 

Reflection Deconstructing Division and the Sacred Cheese Lee Wright 

 

*Hymn   Sing for Justice AR HYD Y NOS 

  (Music may be found on page 9.) 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayers for Healing and Justice 

Voice 1: God of justice, you loose the bonds of injustice.  

Pulpit side: Free those bound by systems of poverty and oppression.  

Lectern side: Free us from our fear and complicity.  

 

Voice 2: Christ of compassion, you healed on the Sabbath.  

P: Heal those suffering in body, mind, or spirit.  

L: Heal our mistrust of your light in others.  
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Voice 3: Spirit of unity, you draw us near.  

P: Gather us into your fortress of inclusion.  

L: Melt away division, to make us one body in your love. 

 

All: Hear our prayers, O God, spoken and unspoken. Hold us in your steadfast 

love, and unite us in the prayer that Jesus taught…   

 

† Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead  

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit,  

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering   

Offertory Music   Make You Feel My Love Bob Dylan  

 “When the rain is blowing in your face Arr. Anna Lapwood 

 And the whole world is on your case 

 I could offer you a warm embrace to make you feel my love.  

 When the evening shadows and the stars appear 

 And there is no one there to dry your tears 

 I could hold you for a million years to make you feel my love. 

 I know you haven't made your mind up yet  

 But I will never do you wrong  

 I've known it from the moment that we met  

 No doubt in my mind where you belong  

 I'd go hungry, I'd go black and blue  

 I'd go crawling down the avenue  

 No, there's nothing that I wouldn't do To make you feel my love  

 The storms are raging on the rolling sea  

 And on the highway of regret  

 The winds of change are blowing wild and free  

 You ain't seen nothing like me yet  

 I could make you happy, make your dreams come true  

 Nothing that I wouldn't do  

 Go to the ends of the earth for you To make you feel my love“ 
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*Doxology    

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

 Let songs rise up from earth below;  

 Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  

 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.  

 

*Prayer of Dedication  

Gracious God, you have given us everything: life, breath, song, hope. You 

have shown us that when we cling, we wither, but when we release, we 

flourish. Receive now our gifts and our very selves. Melt them into the great 

communion of your love, that the hungry may be fed, the lonely comforted, 

the stranger welcomed, and the Beloved Community strengthened. May 

there be enough for all, through Christ who is enough. Amen.  

  

*Hymn   We Walk in Love Deanna Witkowski 

  (Music may be found on page 10.) 

*Benediction 

Leader: God calls us to be repairers of the breach.  

People: We will loose the bonds of injustice and walk in God’s light.  

Leader: Christ has set us free from all that bends us down.  

People: We will stand tall in joy and rise in love.  

Leader: The Spirit goes with us, guiding our steps.  

All: We go as one body—different but not divided, courageous in justice, 

audacious in love. Amen.  

 

Postlude  We Walk in Love (reprise)  

  Please sing verses one and three, pausing between for a brief interlude. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be always with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another. 



7 

 

Thank you to...  

  Worship Leader: Lee Wright, Director of Music Ministry 

  Liturgist: Stephen Lloyd 

 Community Choir:  Emily Evans, Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman, Amy Steinberg,  

 Cecelia Allchin, Deborah Conquest, Michelle Newkirk, Elizabeth Kinney,  

 Debbie McCullough, Julia Tellerman, Leah Rosenman, Jenny Stanberry,  

 Jonathan Ivers, Glenn McClure, Becci Miller, Vincent Bissonette, Michael Brown,  

 Mark Darling, Tim Lambert, Alan Giambattista, Alan Jones, Michael Philipson,  

 Jason Cloen, organ and piano 

  

 Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 
 

   All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  

  under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 

 

 We continue to welcome a wide variety of worship leaders. The Worship  

 Team and the Session encourage you to consider what speaks to you in  

 each worship experience and share your feedback with them.  

 You may write to: session@downtownpresbyterian.org  

 OR worship@downtownpresbyterian.org 

     This feedback is vital as decisions are made about our pastoral leadership.  

 Next Sunday we welcome Nancy Brown.     

 

Sunday, August 24 

9:00AM    All Community Choir                  

                      Warm-up       

  9:45AM    Nursery 

10:00AM    Worship - 

            Dr. Lee Wright 

11:00AM    Refreshments, Sanctuary 

Friday, August 29 

 3:00PM     Space Use Mtg, Zoom 

Sunday, August 31  

  9:00AM    Musicians Warm-up       

  9:45AM    Nursery 

10:00AM    Worship - Nancy Brown 

11:00AM    Refreshments, Sanctuary 

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,  

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.  

  

 Welcome Visitors! 

Nursery Care is available for children up to 2
nd

 grade either in the library  

or C-23 upstairs. Check with the receptionist.  

Sunday School is on summer recess through August. 

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 

are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can  

use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to  

the church.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-

ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 

and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 

 to the “T” (telephone) position.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

  We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    

  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns – If you have a joy or concern that you would like  

 to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available  

 By the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and  

 any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests  

 will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided 

 to the Deacons. 
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The Downtown Church Staff 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  

Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

David Mear, Business Manager 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

Penelope Paredes,  

Nursery Coordinator 

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper      

  & Receptionist Coordinator 

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &             

  Sunday School Teacher   

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist 

Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 

Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons  

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Session 

The Rev. Val Fowler, 

Moderator 

Nancy Brown  

John DeHority  

Lea Kone 

Bob Richane  

Sally Allison  

Sam King  

Jim Vesper  

Pat Tweet 

Mary Rees 

Deacons 

Bob Carlisle 

Andrea Folan 

Helen Ganotis 

Cindy Hamilton   

 

Jacque Hancock 

Elizabeth Katz 

Stephen Lloyd 

Grania Marcus 

Sandy Morales 

Becky Parks 

Susan Richane 

Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  


