
We Live Into Jesus’ Inclusive Call 
to Love Every Person, 

Care for Creation,
and Work for God’s Justice.
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Celebration of Worship
September 14th, 2025, 11:00 AM

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn

to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. Bach
Arr. Mary Howe for two pianos

Words of Welcome Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby
Announcements David Lee

Chime
Introit When God Restored Our Common Life USA folk melody

from Walker’s Southern Harmony
““WWhheenn GGoodd rreessttoorreedd oouurr ccoommmmoonn lliiffee,, oouurr hhooppee,, oouurr lliibbeerrttyy,,

AAtt ffiirrsstt iitt sseeeemmeedd aa ppaassssiinngg ddrreeaamm,, aa wwaakkiinngg ffaannttaassyy..
AA sshhoocckk ooff jjooyy sswweepptt oovveerr uuss,, ffoorr wwee hhaadd wweepptt ssoo lloonngg;;

TThhee sseeeeddss wwee wwaatteerreedd oonnccee wwiitthh tteeaarrss sspprraanngg uupp iinnttoo aa ssoonngg..””

*Call to Worship (responsively)
One: The fool says in their heart, "There is no God." But why 
would they say that?
Many: AAllll rroouunndd uuss,, wwee sseeee ccoorrrruuppttiioonn,, aabboommiinnaabbllee aaccttss,,
aanndd ppeeooppllee wwhhoo aacctt wwiitthh ccrruueellttyy..
One: The Lord looks down from Heaven and sees the same thing. 
Yet God's perspective is different.
Many: GGoodd llooookkss ffoorr oonnee rriigghhtteeoouuss ppeerrssoonn.. OOnnee iiss eennoouugghh..

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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One: Is anyone righteous? Haven't we all broken our promises?
Many: GGoodd llooookkss aatt tthhee hheeaarrtt.. TThhoossee wwhhoo hhuunnggeerr aanndd tthhiirrsstt ffoorr
rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss wwiillll bbee ffiilllleedd..
One: But my inadequacy is ever before me.
Many: GGoodd wwoorrkkss tthhrroouugghh iimmppeerrffeecctt hhuummaannss.. GGoodd''ss aabbiilliittyy ttoo
ffoorrggiivvee iiss bbeeyyoonndd mmeeaassuurree.. AAmmeenn..

*Invocation 
GGoodd ooff sseeccoonndd cchhaanncceess,, mmeeeett uuss hheerree ttooddaayy,, aanndd ssppeeaakk ttoo
oouurr hheeaarrttss.. IInn JJeessuuss'' nnaammee wwee pprraayy..

*Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO

(Music may be found on page 7.)

*Prayer for Transformation (in unison)
GGrraacciioouuss aanndd MMeerrcciiffuull GGoodd,, wwee ccoommee bbeeffoorree YYoouu nnoott wwiitthh
ppoolliisshheedd wwoorrddss,, bbuutt wwiitthh hhoonneesstt hheeaarrttss ——
hheeaarrttss tthhaatt,, lliikkee DDaavviidd’’ss,, ccrryy oouutt:: ""HHaavvee mmeerrccyy oonn uuss,,
OO GGoodd,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo YYoouurr sstteeaaddffaasstt lloovvee;; aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo
YYoouurr aabbuunnddaanntt mmeerrccyy,, bblloott oouutt oouurr ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss..""
WWee ccoonnffeessss tthhaatt wwee hhaavvee ssiinnnneedd —— iinn tthhoouugghhtt,, iinn aaccttiioonn,,
aanndd iinn tthhee hhaarrddnneessss ooff oouurr hheeaarrttss..
WWee hhaavvee bbeeeenn qquuiicckk ttoo ccoonnddeemmnn aanndd ssllooww ttoo sshhooww ccoommppaassssiioonn..
WWee hhaavvee ppuurrssuueedd iinnfflluueennccee iinnsstteeaadd ooff iinntteeggrriittyy,, aanndd wwee hhaavvee
ccoonnffuusseedd ppoolliittiiccaall ppoowweerr wwiitthh ssppiirriittuuaall ppoowweerr..

*Assurance of Grace
Friends, hear the good news. The grace of God is endless. 
God's forgiveness transforms us. No longer do we need to be 
a people who use our voices to divide instead of heal. No longer 
do we need to be "right" to know that God loves us. We hear again 
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the words of Jesus, who welcomes sinners and eats with the lost. 
He speaks of a Shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine to find 
the one, of a woman who rejoices over a single recovered coin.
LLeett uuss bbee ffoouunndd,, LLoorrdd.. LLeett uuss bbee cchhaannggeedd bbyy
tthhaatt jjooyy.. CCrreeaattee iinn uuss cclleeaann hheeaarrttss,, OO GGoodd,, aanndd rreenneeww
rriigghhtt ssppiirriittss wwiitthhiinn uuss.. MMaakkee uuss aa ppeeooppllee wwhhoo rreejjooiiccee nnoott iinn
ppuunniisshhmmeenntt bbuutt iinn rreessttoorraattiioonn,, nnoott iinn bbeeiinngg rriigghhtt bbuutt iinn bbeeiinngg
rreeccoonncciilleedd.. WWhheerree oouurr hheeaarrttss hhaavvee ggrroowwnn ccoolldd wwiitthh ffeeaarr oorr pprriiddee,,
iiggnniittee tthheemm aaggaaiinn wwiitthh tthhee ffiirree ooff YYoouurr mmeerrccyy.. TTrraannssffoorrmm uuss ——
tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt bbee iinnssttrruummeennttss ooff ggrraaccee iinn aa wwoorrlldd ssttaarrvviinngg ffoorr iitt,,
tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt mmiirrrroorr CChhrriisstt’’ss hhuummiilliittyy,, aanndd tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt wwaallkk wwiitthh
tthhoossee ccoonnssiiddeerreedd lloosstt,, uunnttiill ttooggeetthheerr wwee aarree aallll ffoouunndd iinn YYoouu.. AAmmeenn..

First Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17

Music for Reflection I Hunger and Thirst Shaker Song
“I hunger and thirst, Arr. Kevin Siegfried

I hunger and thirst after true righteousness;
In what I’ve obtained, my soul cannot rest.

An ocean I see without bottom or shore, O feed me I’m hungry, enrich me I’m poor.
I will cry unto God, I never will cease, till my soul’s filled with love, 

perfect love and sweet peace.”

Second Reading Luke 15:1-10

Sermon Humble Sheep

*Hymn Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY

(Verses 1, 2 and 4, Music may be found on page 8.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice
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†† Prayer of Jesus
OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Invitation to the Offering 
Offertory Music Here Comes the Sun George Harrison

RReeff:: ““HHeerree ccoommeess tthhee ssuunn,, ddoo,, ddoo,, ddoo,, ddoo.. Arr. D. Lloyd
HHeerree ccoommeess tthhee ssuunn,, aanndd II ssaayy,, ‘‘IItt’’ss aallrriigghhtt..’’””

O beloved, it’s been a long, hot, lonely summer.
O beloved, it feels like years since it’s been here.

O beloved, the smiles returning to their faces.
O beloved, it feels like years since we’ve been here. RReeff..

O beloved, I see the leaves are slowly turning.
O beloved, it seems like years since we’ve been here. RReeff..

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine. . .
The choir has got their robes on, hip, hip, hip, hip hooray. . .

O beloved, it’s been a long, hot, lonely summer.”
Words: George Harrison, alt. 

*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON

(Music may be found on page 9.)
*Benediction
Postlude Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Arr. Joel Raney

For piano, Four hands
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*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo......
Worship Leader: Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby 

Liturgist: David Lee

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Isabella Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker, Joan Sussman

Alto: Lindsey Puc, Liyao Yu
Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Shawn Cox, Mark Darling

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

WWee ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo wweellccoommee a wide variety of worship leaders. The Worship 
Team and the Session encourage you to consider what speaks to you in 
each worship experience and share your feedback with them. 
YYoouu mmaayy wwrriittee ttoo:: session@downtownpresbyterian.org 
OR worship@downtownpresbyterian.org
This feedback is vital as decisions are made about our pastoral leadership. 
Next Sunday we welcome the Music Ministry and All-Community Choir.    
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SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1144
9:45AM     Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM     Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM     Nursery 
11:00AM     Worship-Rev. Katie 

Jo Suddaby 
11:15AM     Sunday School 
12:00PM      Refreshments-Sanctuary

TTuueessddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1166
10:30AM   Psalms+ Bible Study
7:00PM     Session Meeting, Hybrid 

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1177
4:30PM   Sunday Forum Mtg, Zoom 
7:00PM   Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1188
10:00AM   Personnel Mtg, Hybrid 

FFrriiddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1199
12:00PM    Book Group, Zoom    

SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2211
9:45AM     Sunday Forum, Hybrid
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship, Lee Wright
11:15AM   Sunday School
12:00PM   Refreshments-Sanctuary
7:00PM   Sophia Circle via Zoom 

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 

WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library 
and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up 
with their kids if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the 
“Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday School 
room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence 
in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and 
prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   

Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like 
to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available 
by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and 
any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests 
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided
to the Deacons.
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper     
& Receptionist Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 



SSuunnddaayy FFoorruumm -- SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22002255

MMiiggrraanntt SSaaffeettyy aanndd JJuussttiiccee::
LLoovviinngg EEvveerryy PPeerrssoonn

Sept. 7  “The DUPC Protection Plan: Keeping All Safe”
Presenter: Grania Marcus, Justice Team member 

The current administration has terminated the protections from immigration raids that churches 
used to enjoy. What would happen if Immigration and Customs Enforcement were to try to 
make entry into our buildings? How do we ensure that all who come here feel safe and secure? 
Grania Marcus will discuss how we are preparing to protect our church from a potential ICE 
raid, and how this work challenges us as people of faith.

Sept. 14  “Witnessing Migrations: Tales from an Eldest Daughter”
Presenter: Cassandra Bocanegra 

Cassie is a senior manager with the Finger Lakes Region of the New York Immigration Coalition. 
She states, "Since I was born in Texas and had the privilege of being documented, I was taught 
to appreciate that privilege and use it to speak up when I saw injustices in my community. My 
family is mixed status and so I have had certain freedoms that others in my community did not, 
including the safety of using my voice.” Come hear her experiences and stories growing up with 
immigration touching every part of her life.

Sept. 21  “Sanctuary at DUPC, 1984-86: A Marvelous Time”
Presenters: Gail Mott with Mauricio Morales, Mary Bookout, and Don Fairman 

Gail Mott has spent a lifetime with social justice activism in many areas including immigrant 
rights. She along with the other presenters will describe how DUPC and other Rochester 
congregations joined together to provide sanctuary in the Institute Building, and how that kind 
of need continues. It was not an easy time, but Gail recalls it as a marvelous time. What can we 
learn from these veterans of the struggle? What is it like to take risks for justice and inclusivity?

Sept. 28 ”Worker Justice Center of New York:
Protecting the Most Vulnerable”

Presenters: Mary McConnell, Olivia Post-Rich, and Gabriel Marcano
In 2011 the non-profit Worker Justice Center was created when Farmworker Legal Service 
of NY and Workers' Rights Law Center merged. Today they have programs addressing human 
trafficking, workplace safety, and immigrant rights. Our guests will share about legal challenges 
to the for-profit Federal Detention Center in Batavia, and vigorous investigations of human 
Trafficking, What must change to prevent the dehumanization of those who are most at risk?

SSuunnddaayyss,, 99::4455 AAMM ~~ TThhee SShhaaww RRoooomm



Arts Link
At Downtown Presbyterian Church

presents

MMoonntthhllyy AAllll CCoommmmuunniittyy CChhooiirr SSuunnddaayyss::
September 21, October 19, and November 16

Music-led worship with community choir and congregational participation.

BBeenneeffiitt CCoonncceerrtt ffoorr WWXXXXII::
Saturday, October 11, 2PM
hosted by Jessica Ann Best

in collaboration with Arts Link at Downtown Church
Featuring a variety of local musicians and ensembles.


