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Celebration of Worship
September 14th, 2025, 11:00 AM
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have liffed in prayer today,
please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person
(and pronunciation) or event, and addiitional information youd like to share.
Prayer Requests will be collected during the hymn following the sermon
to share with the pastor and)/or Deacons.

Prelude Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. Bach

Arr. Mary Howe for two pianos

Words of Welcome Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby

Announcements David Lee
Chime

Introit When God Restored Our Common Life USA folk melody

from Walker's Southern Harmony
“When God restored our common life, our hope, our liberty,
At first it seemed a passing dream, a waking fantasy.
A shock of joy swept over us, for we had wept so long;
The seed's we watered once with fears sprang up into a song.”

*Call to Worship (responsively)
One: The fool says in their heart, "There is no God." But why
would they say thate
Many: All round us, we see corruption, abominable acts,
and people who act with cruelty.
One: The Lord looks down from Heaven and sees the same thing.
Yet God's perspective is different.
Many: God looks for one righteous person. One is enough.
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One: Is anyone righteous? Haven’t we all broken our promises?
Many: God looks at the heart. Those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness will be filled.

One: But my inadequacy is ever before me.

Many: God works through imperfect humans. God's ability to
forgive is beyond measure. Amen.

*Invocation
God of second chances, meet us here today, and speak to
our hearts. In Jesus’ name we pray.

*Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO
(Music may be found on page 7.)

*Prayer for Transformation (in unison)
Gracious and Merciful God, we come before You not with
polished words, but with honest hearts —
hearts that, like David's, cry out: "Have mercy on us,
O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to
Your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions."
We confess that we have sinned — in thought, in action,
and in the hardness of our hearts.
We have been quick to condemn and slow to show compassion.
We have pursued influence instead of integrity, and we have
confused political power with spiritual power.

*Assurance of Grace
Friends, hear the good news. The grace of God is endless.
God's forgiveness transforms us. No longer do we need to be
a people who use our voices to divide instead of heal. No longer
do we need to be "right" to know that God loves us. We hear again



the words of Jesus, who welcomes sinners and eats with the lost.
He speaks of a Shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine to find

the one, of a woman who rejoices over a single recovered coin.
Let us be found, Lord. Let us be changed by

that joy. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew

right spirits within us. Make us a people who rejoice not in
punishment but in restoration, not in being right but in being
reconciled. Where our hearts have grown cold with fear or pride,
ignite them again with the fire of Your mercy. Transform us —

that we might be instruments of grace in a world starving for it,
that we might mirror Christ’'s humility, and that we might walk with
those considered lost, until together we are all found in You. Amen.

First Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Music for Reflection | Hunger and Thirst Shaker Song
“I hunger and thirst, Arr. Kevin Siegfried

| hunger and thirst affer trve righteousness,
In what I've obtained, my soul cannot rest
An ocean | see without botfom or shore, O feed me I'm hungry, enrich me I'm poor.
I will cry unto God, I never will cease, till my soul’s filled with love,
perfect love and sweet peace.”

Second Reading Luke 15:1-10
Sermon Humble Sheep
*Hymn Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY

(Verses 1, 2 and 4, Music may be found on page 8.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice



T Prayer of Jesus
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debits, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into femptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music Here Comes the Sun George Harrison
Ref: “Here comes the sun, do, do, do, do. Arr. D. Lloyd
Here comes the sun, and | say, I¥'s alright.”
O beloved, it’s been a long, hot. lonely summer.
O beloved, it feels like years since it's been here.
O beloved, the smiles returning fo their faces.
O beloved, it feels like years since we've been here. Ref
O beloved, | see the leaves are slowly turning.
O beloved, it seems like years since we've been here. Ref
You are my sunshine, my only sunshine. . .
The choir has got their robes on, hip, hip, hip, hip hooray. . .

O beloved, it's been a long, hot. lonely summer.”
Words: George Harrison, alt.

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;

Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON
(Music may be found on page 9.)
*Benediction

Postlude Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Arr. Joel Raney
For piano, Four hands
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*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

Thank you to...

Worship Leader: Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby
Liturgist: David Lee

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Isabella Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker, Joan Sussman
Alto: Lindsey Puc, Liyao Yu
Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Shawn Cox, Mark Darling
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

We continue to welcome a wide variety of worship leaders. The Worship
Team and the Session encourage you to consider what speaks to you in
each worship experience and share your feedback with them.

You may write to: session@downtownpresbyterian.org

OR worship@downtownpresbyterian.org

This feedback is vital as decisions are made about our pastoral leadership.
Next Sunday we welcome the Music Ministry and All-Community Choir.
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1Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest -ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - estt to  both great and small
4 Thou reign - est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in light.
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want -ing, nor  wast - ing, thou rul - est in might:
In all life thou liv - est, the true life of all.
Thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight.
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice, like moun-tains high soar-ing a - bove;
We blos -som and flour - ish like leaves on the tree,
All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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al - might - y  vic - to - rious, thy great name we praise.
thy clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
then with - er and per - ish; but naught chang - eth thee.
‘tis  on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth thee!
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The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in 1 Timothy 1:17 (King

James Version), and it continues by considering how God's life exceeds our own finite existence. The text is

well set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.

TEXT: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; arr. Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839

ST. DENIO
TETTTT:11




Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 187
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2 We are yours: in love be - friend us;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us,
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much we need your ten-der care.
be the guard-
poor and sin-ful though we be;

ian of our way.

4 Ear -ly let usseekyourfa - vor; ear-ly let us do your will
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us; for our use your fold pre-pare.
Keep your flock: from sin de - fend us; seek us when we go a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re - lieve us, grace to cleanse, and power to free.
Bless - ed Lord and on-1ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir-its fill.
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Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je - sus, you have bought us: we are yours.
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je - sus, hear your chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear - ly let wus turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je -sus, you have loved us; love us still.
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Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us: we are yours.
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je -sus, hear your chil-dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear - ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us; love us still
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This unattributed hymn, like many that are now meaningful to adults, was written for children and develops
shepherd imagery from Psalm 23 and John 10:1-18. The tune, composed for these words, was originally
named for the text but has come to be known by the composer’s name.

TEXT: Thrupp's Hymns for

the Young, 1836, alt.

MUSIC: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1859, alt.

BRADBURY
8.7.8.7.D



Come, Thou Fount of Every Ble
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1 Come, thou Fount of
2 Here 1
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ev-ery bless-ing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;
raise my Eb-e - ne- zer; hith-er by thy help I'm come;
to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be!
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
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and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
Let  that grace now, like a fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heart to thee.
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a-bove;
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-dering from the fold of God;
Prone to  wan-der, Lord, I feel it, proneto leave the God I love;
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praise the mount! I'm fixed up - on
he, to

it, mount of God’s un-chang-ing love!
res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter-posed his pre-cious blood.

here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a-bove.
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Written for Pentecost by a British Baptist pastor, this text is full of biblical terms like “Ebenezer” (1 Samuel
7:12), Hebrew for “a stone of help” set up to give thanks for God’s assistance. The tune name honors hymnal
compiler Asahel Nettleton, who probably did not compose it.

TEXT: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt.
MUSIC: Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813

NETTLETON
8.7.8.7.D



Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church

Sunday, September 14

9:45AM
10:00AM
10:45AM
11:00AM

11:15AM
12:00PM

Sunday Forum, Hybrid
Choir Warm-up
Nursery
Worship-Rev. Katie

Jo Suddaby
Sunday School
Refreshments-Sanctuary

Tuesday, September 16

10:30AM Psalms+ Bible Study
7:00PM  Session Meeting, Hybrid

Wednesday, September 17

4:30PM  Sunday Forum Mtg, Zoom
7:00PM  Choir Practice

Thursday, September 18
10:00AM  Personnel Mtg, Hybrid

Friday, September 19
12:00PM  Book Group, Zoom

Sunday, September 21

9:45AM  Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM  Choir Warm-up

10:45AM  Nursery

11:00AM  Worship, Lee Wright

11:15AM  Sunday School

12:00PM  Refreshments-Sanctuary
7:00PM  Sophia Circle via Zoom




We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.

Welcome Visifors!

Nursery Care is available for young children beginning in the library
and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up
with their kids if they would like.

Sunday School Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the
“Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday School
room.

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to
the church.

T We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence
in our services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and
prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary — please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position.

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.”

We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

Joys and Concerns - If you have a joy or concern that you would like
to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available
by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and
any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided

to the Deacons.




The Downtown Church Staff
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician Sunday School Teacher
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Alan Jones, Associate Musician Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
David Mear, Business Manager Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Moses Nhial, Maintenance Ed Verna, Maintenance
Penelope Paredes, lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Nursery Coordinator Director of Music Ministry

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper
& Receptionist Coordinator

Parish Leaders
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session
Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons

Session

The Rev. Val Fowler, Lea Kone Jim Vesper
Moderator Bob Richane Pat Tweet

Nancy Brown Sally Allison Mary Rees
John DeHority Sam King

Deacons
Bob Carlisle Jacque Hancock Becky Parks
Andrea Folan Elizabeth Katz Susan Richane
Helen Ganotis Stephen Lloyd Kelley Sheils
Cindy Hamilton Grania Marcus Marilyn Terpening

Sandy Morales

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org

We're a
Matthew 25
church

. pcusa.org/matthew2s

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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Sunday Forum - September 2025

| Migrant Safety and Justice:
= Loving Every Person

Sept. 7 “The DUPC Protection Plan: Keeping All Safe”
Presenter: Grania Marcus, Justice Team member

The current administration has terminated the protections from immigration raids that churches
used to enjoy. What would happen if Immigration and Customs Enforcement were to try to
make entry into our buildings? How do we ensure that all who come here feel safe and secure?
Grania Marcus will discuss how we are preparing to protect our church from a potential ICE
raid, and how this work challenges us as people of faith.

Sept. 14 “Witnessing Migrations: Tales from an Eldest Daughter”
Presenter: Cassandra Bocanegra

Cassie 1s a senior manager with the Finger Lakes Region of the New York Immigration Coalition.
She states, "Since I was born in Texas and had the privilege of being documented, I was taught

to appreciate that privilege and use it to speak up when I saw injustices in my community. My
family 1s mixed status and so I have had certain freedoms that others in my community did not,
including the safety of using my voice.” Come hear her experiences and stories growing up with
immigration touching every part of her life.

Sept. 21 “Sanctuary at DUPC, 1984-86: A Marvelous Time”
Presenters: Gail Mott with Mauricio Morales, Mary Bookout, and Don Fairman

Gail Mott has spent a lifetime with social justice activism in many areas including immigrant
rights. She along with the other presenters will describe how DUPC and other Rochester
congregations joined together to provide sanctuary in the Institute Building, and how that kind
of need continues. It was not an easy time, but Gail recalls it as a marvelous time. What can we
learn from these veterans of the struggle? What is it like to take risks for justice and inclusivity?

Sept. 28 ”Worker Justice Center of New York:

Protecting the Most Vulnerable”
Presenters: Mary McConnell, Olivia Post-Rich, and Gabriel Marcano

In 2011 the non-profit Worker Justice Center was created when Farmworker Legal Service

of NY and Workers' Rights Law Center merged. Today they have programs addressing human
trafficking, workplace safety, and immigrant rights. Our guests will share about legal challenges
to the for-profit Federal Detention Center in Batavia, and vigorous investigations of human
Trafficking, What must change to prevent the dehumanization of those who are most at risk?
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Apte Link

At Downtown Presbyterian Church

presents

: 2025-2026 Season
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Monthly All Community Choir Sundays:
September 21, October 19, and November 16

Music-led worship with community choir and congregational participation.

Benefit Concert for WXXI:
Saturday, October 11, 2PM
hosted by Jessica Ann Best
in collaboration with Arts Link at Downtown Church
Featuring a variety of local musicians and ensembles.



