
WWee LLiivvee IInnttoo JJeessuuss'' IInncclluussiivvee CCaallll  
ttoo LLoovvee EEvveerryy PPeerrssoonn,,  

CCaarree ffoorr CCrreeaattiioonn,, 
aanndd WWoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee.. 
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Celebration of Worship
October 26th, 2025, 11:00 AM

Reformation Sunday 

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn

to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude Meditation on “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

Words of Welcome Rev. Laurel Nelson
Announcements Bob Richane

Chime
*Introit Creator of Infinities Howard Hanson

“Creator of infinities beyond our earth, beyond our skies,
Accept the reverence we owe to Power more than we may know.

Thou Maker of all time and space, grant us as maker this one grace;
Let our brief partiality complete itself in praising Thee.

May our wills, joined to honor Thee, find joy in such a harmony;
From sea to sea, from sun to sun, in gladness may Thy will be done.”

Text: Chadwick Hansen

*Call to Worship (Adapted from Cole Arthur Riley, Black Liturgies, p.216)
LL:: God, our maker, as we gather for worship,
PP:: We honor the sacred multitude that resides in you.
LL:: May the guardian in you protect us.
PP:: May the child in you delight in us.
LL:: May the friend in you challenge us.
PP:: May your ashes resurrect us.
LL:: May your words inspire us.
PP:: May the mystery of you liberate us.

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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*Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God ELLACOMBE

(Music may be found on page 8.)

Time With Young Disciples       Robin Sheikh

Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
(Adapted from Cole Arthur Riley, Black Liturgies, p.10-12)

People: GGoodd ooff ssaallaaaamm,, HHeerree wwee aarree ddaanngglliinngg oonnee aannootthheerr
ffrroomm tthhee pprreecciippiiccee wwiitthhoouutt ccaarree oorr ccoonncceerrnn ffoorr oouurr ccoolllleeccttiivvee ffaattee..
WWee hhaavvee lloosstt ssiigghhtt ooff oouurr oowwnn ffaacceess,, rriisskkiinngg oouurr hhuummaanniittyy iinn ffaavvoorr
ooff ssuupprreemmaaccyy.. GGuuiiddee uuss aawwaayy ffrroomm tthhee eeddggee ooff oouurr uunnddooiinngg.. SShhooww
uuss wwhhaatt iitt mmeeaannss ttoo bbee ppeeooppllee ooff ddeeeepp aanndd aabbiiddiinngg rreevveerreennccee ffoorr tthhee
bbeeaauuttyy aanndd ccoonnnneecctteeddnneessss ooff eevveerryytthhiinngg eevveerryywwhheerree.. TTrraaiinn uuss oouutt ooff
hhaabbiittss ooff ddeeggrraaddaattiioonn——iinncceessssaannttllyy ccoommppeettiinngg ttoo bbee wwoorrtthh mmoorree,, ttoo bbee
lloovveedd mmoorree.. KKeeeepp uuss ffrroomm tthhee ddeelluussiioonn ooff oouurr ddoommiinniioonn oovveerr eeaarrtthh,, sskkyy,,
oorr ssttaarr.. RReemmiinndd uuss tthhaatt tthhee dduusstt bbeenneeaatthh uuss ttrraannsscceennddss oouurr oowwnn hhuummbbllee
eexxiisstteennccee,, aanndd lleett oouurr hhaarrddeenneedd eexxtteerriioorrss ssoofftteenn iinn tthhee pprreesseennccee ooff ccaarree……
((ppaauussee ffoorr qquuiieett rreefflleeccttiioonn)) ……AAmmeenn..

Liturgist: Let your soul receive this rest, the God who became seamstress, 
the God who knelt in the garden to make clothes for Eve and Adam, covers 
you now. As the divine meets your shame with tenderness, you are freed to 
stand before the earth, neighbor, your God, and yourself. Amen.

First Reading “Let This Silence Become a Bridge” Drew Jackson
I wake in the morning and sink down into the quiet Center.

Before the news and the heartbreak.
Before the world becomes all fire and brimstone.

Tell me, is this salvation?
I could stay here, alone and away.

I could place my life in the company of the undisturbed.
But if I do, I will surely lose You.

Friend of Sorrows. Acquaintance of Grief.
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Let this silence, then, become a bridge.
Let me walk it to where Love is.
At the edges. Amidst the rubble.

Trudging among the bones
Where the prophets call to the four winds
And a Voice cries out saying Live! Live!
Let this silence become a forgotten thing

If it does not lead me to the hill
Outside the camp.

Music for Reflection For God Shall Give the Angels Felix Mendelssohn
Adapt. from Elijah and Arr. Jack Levick, Alt. Tom Trenney

“For God shall give the angels charge over you:
That they shall protect you in all your living keep you.

Their hands shall uphold and guide you,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.”

Text: Psalm 91:11-12 

Second Reading Luke 18:9-14

Sermon Righteously Regarding Others with Contempt...uh oh!

*Hymn What Does God Require of You? MOON

(Music may be found on page 9.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice
†† Prayer of Jesus

OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..
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Invitation to the Offering 
Offertory Music Yonder Come Day American Negro Spiritual

“ Oh, day, yonder come day, Arr. J. David Moore
day done broke in-a my soul, yonder come day.

Well, it’s a singin’ day/a prayin’ day/a cryin’ day. . .
I was on my knees when I heard him say. . .

Sing Hallelujah day!”

*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

*Prayer of Dedication 
GGrraacciioouuss OOnnee,, yyoouu aarree tthhee ggiivveerr ooff eevveerryy ggoooodd ggiifftt..
AAcccceepptt tthheessee ooffffeerriinnggss wwee pprraayy,, tthhaatt tthhrroouugghh tthheemm wwee
mmaayy ddoo jjuussttiiccee,, aanndd lloovvee kkiinnddnneessss,, aanndd wwaallkk hhuummbbllyy wwiitthh
yyoouu iinnttoo ccaammppss oouuttssiiddee oouurr oowwnn.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn Walk Together, Children American Negro Spiritual

11.. WWaallkk ttooggeetthheerr,, cchhiillddrreenn,, ddoonn’’ yyoouu ggeett wweeaarryy,, ((33XX))
TThheerree’’ss aa ggrreeaatt ccaammpp mmeeeettiinn’’ iinn tthhee pprroommiisseedd llaanndd!!

RReeffrraaiinn:: WWee’’rree ggoonnnnaa wwaallkk——aanndd nneevveerr ttiirree,, wwaallkk aanndd nneevveerr ttiirree,,
WWaallkk aanndd nneevveerr ttiirree——TThheerree’’ss aa ggrreeaatt ccaammpp mmeeeettiinn’’ iinn tthhee pprroommiisseedd llaanndd!!

22.. PPrraayy ttooggeetthheerr,, cchhiillddrreenn,, ddoonn’’ yyoouu ggeett wweeaarryy.. .. ..
RReeff:: WWee’’rree ggoonnnnaa pprraayy.. .. ..

33.. WWoorrkk ttooggeetthheerr,, cchhiillddrreenn,, ddoonn’’ yyoouu ggeett wweeaarryy.. .. ..
RReeffrraaiinn:: WWee’’rree ggoonnnnaa wwoorrkk.. .. ..
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*Benediction 

Postlude Improvisation on “Walk Together, Children”

*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo......
Worship Leader: Rev. Laurel Nelson 

Liturgist: Bob Richane

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Cecelia Allchin, Isabella Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker, 

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman
Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Shawn Cox, Mark Darling

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

WWee ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo wweellccoommee a wide variety of worship leaders. The Worship 
Team and the Session encourage you to consider what speaks to you in 
each worship experience and share your feedback with them. 
YYoouu mmaayy wwrriittee ttoo:: session@downtownpresbyterian.org 
OR worship@downtownpresbyterian.org
This feedback is vital as decisions are made about our pastoral leadership. 

Next Sunday we welcome Rev. Tedd Pullano.
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We welcome Rev. Laurel Nelson to our service this morning. After 
spending her first six years of ordained ministry as the pastor of 
Wyoming First Presbyterian Church, Laurel and her spouse Rock 
Castor founded a residential gap-year program south of Conesus Lake 
called Lagom Landing. They ran this for 10 years, and have now 
transitioned the nonprofit into “Respite & Restoration at Lagom 
Landing.” Adults of all ages are invited to 2-9 night stays reconnecting 
to the grounding rhythms of nature, the wisdom in their bodies, the 
strength of being in community, and the joy of creativity. Visit their 
website www.lagomlanding.com, and please spread the word about 
this ministry to family and friends!



8



9



10

SSuunnddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 2266
9:45AM       Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM     Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM     Nursery 
11:00AM     Worship - Rev. Laurel 

Nelson 
11:15AM      Sunday School 
12:00PM      Refreshments, Sanctuary 

TTuueessddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 2288
10:30AM     Psalms+ Bible Study

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 2299
7:00PM       Choir Practice

FFrriiddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 3311
3:00 PM      Space Use Mtg, Zoom

SSuunnddaayy,, NNoovveemmbbeerr 22
9:45AM       Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM     Choir Warm-up
10:45AM     Nursery
11:00AM     Worship - Rev. Tedd 

Pullano
11:15AM     Sunday School
12:00PM      Refreshments, Sanctuary

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 

WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library 
and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up 
with their kids if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the 
“Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday School 
room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence 
in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and 
prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   

Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like 
to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available 
by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and 
any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests 
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided
to the Deacons.
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper     
& Receptionist Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 






