
We Live Into Jesus’ Inclusive Call  
to Love Every Person, 

Care for Creation,
and Work for God’s Justice.
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Celebration of Worship
November 30th, 2025, 11:00 AM

The First Sunday of Advent

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn

to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 J.S. Bach
From the Schübler Chorales 

Words of Welcome Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby

Announcements John DeHority

Chime
Introit Keep Your Lamps American Negro Spiritual

“Keep your lamps trimmed and burning. . . the time is drawing nigh.
Children, don’ get weary. . . ‘till your work is done.

For the morning soon is breaking. . . the day is drawing nigh.”

*Call to Worship (Based on Jeremiah 33:14-16) John DeHority
(from The Day is Surely Coming by Valerie Bridgeman Davis)

One: A day, certain and on its way,
MMaannyy:: AAnndd wwee ffeeeell iitt aapppprrooaacchhiinngg
One: Slowly first, then in a quickened pace
MMaannyy:: LLiikkee aa pprroommiissee oonn iittss wwaayy ttoo bbeeiinngg ffuullffiilllleedd
One: A day when justice and righteousness
Is executed as surely as the day breaks
MMaannyy:: SSuunn sshhiinneess,, rraaiinn ffaallllss,, ffoogg ggaatthheerrss aatt ffooootthhiillllss

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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One: A day is certainly coming
MMaannyy:: SSuurree aass bbrreeaatthh
One: A day of safety
MMaannyy:: AA nnaammee ooff aa HHoollyy OOnnee..
OOnn tthhee lliippss:: BBrraanncchh,, RRiigghhtteeoouuss OOnnee
HHooppee,, CCeerrttaaiinnllyy oonn iittss wwaayy

*Hymn O Day of Peace JERUSALEM

(Music may be found on page 8.)

Prayer of Invocation
GGoodd ooff hhooppee aanndd aannttiicciippaattiioonn,, wwee iinnvviittee YYoouu iinnttoo oouurr mmiiddsstt ttooddaayy..
MMaayy oouurr lliivveess hhaavvee rroooomm ffoorr YYoouu,, iinn oouurr hhoommeess,, iinn oouurr ccoouunnttrryy,, iinn
oouurr hheeaarrttss.. WWee mmaakkee oouurrsseellvveess rreeaaddyy ffoorr YYoouu ttoo ddoo ssoommeetthhiinngg nneeww..
AAmmeenn..

Lighting the First Advent Candle: The Candle of Hope
One: Today we light the Candle of Hope, as we begin our Advent journey.
MMaannyy:: CChhrriisstt,, oouurr hhooppee,, iiss ccoommiinngg ttoo uuss..

Time with Young Disciples Robin Sheikh

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
Music for Reflection O Come, O Come Emmanuel French Carol

Arr. Anne Britt

Second Reading Matthew 24: 36-44

Sermon Not Ready

*Hymn Now the Heavens Start to Whisper JEFFERSON

(Music may be found on pg 6.)
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Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering 
Offertory Music Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN ROS’

*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN

(Verse 1—Music may be found on pg 9.)

Service of Communion
The Invitation
The Story
The Prayer

†† Prayer of Jesus
OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
Music at Communion Meditation on “Creator of the Stars of Night”

*Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN

(Verses 2-3—Music may be found on pg 9.)

*Benediction 
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Postlude Improvisation on “Comfort, Comfort”

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo......
Guest Worship Leader: Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby

Liturgist: John DeHority

Musicians: Jason Cloen, Alan Jones, and Lee Wright

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

We continue to welcome a wide variety of worship leaders. The Worship 
Team and the Session encourage you to consider what speaks to you in 
each worship experience and share your feedback with them. This 
feedback is vital as decisions are made about our pastoral leadership. 

Next Sunday, we will welcome John DeHority.
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Next Sunday, December 7th, is Advent Music Sunday!
Our worship will be accompanied by the sounds of strings and oboe 

with piano, organ, and choir. 

Music will include familiar choruses by Handel and Vivaldi
alongside new arrangements of familiar carols. 
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SSuunnddaayy,, NNoovveemmbbeerr 3300

9:45AM     Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 
10:45AM   Nursery 
11:00AM   Worship - Rev. Suddaby -

Communion Celebrated
11:15AM   Sunday School 
12:00PM     Refreshments, Sanctuary 

TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 22
10:30AM   Psalms+ Bible Study
5:00PM    Justice Team Mtg, Zoom

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 33
7:00PM    Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 44

11:00AM  Worship Team Mtg, Zoom

3:00PM   Space Use Mtg, Zoom

SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 77

10:00AM     Advent Festival Begins
10:00AM     Choir Warm-up
10:45AM     Nursery
11:00AM     Worship - Advent 

Music Sunday 
11:15AM Sunday School
12:00PM      Advent Festival Continue

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 

WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for  young children beginning in the library 
and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up 
with their kids if they would like.

SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 
the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday 
School room. 

YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 

†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 

** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”

WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like 
to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available 
By the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and 
any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests 
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided
to the Deacons.
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Andrea Piccone, Bookkeeper     
& Receptionist Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 



BBrriinngg aa mmoonneettaarryy ddoonnaattiioonn,, bbaabbyy ddoollll,, bbooaarrdd ggaammee,, oorr bbooookk ffoorr oouurr AAnnggeell TTrreeee oonn
DDeecceemmbbeerr 77tthh aanndd hheellpp bbrriinngg CChhrriissttmmaass jjooyy ttoo cchhiillddrreenn sseerrvveedd bbyy tthhee JJoorrddaann HHeeaalltthh CCeenntteerr..




