
We Live Into Jesus' Inclusive Call to Love     
Every Person, Care for Creation, 

and Work for God’s Justice.
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Celebration of Worship
December 7th, 2025, 11:00 AM

Second Sunday of Advent
Advent Special Music Sunday

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests Cards will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn..

.

Prelude Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence French Carol
Text may be found on pg. 5 in the pew hymnal. Arr. Sam Scheibe

Words of Welcome John DeHority
Announcements Kim McConnell

Chime
Introit  Gloria in Excelsis Deo Antonio Vivaldi

“Glory to God in the highest!”

*Call to Worship (Psalm 72, Nan C. Merrill, Psalms for Praying)
One: Long may you live in our hearts,
MMaannyy:: MMaayy pprraaiisseess bbee ssuunngg ttoo YYoouu..

One: May our prayers rise up before You
MMaannyy:: AAnndd bblleessssiinnggss ooff lloovvee bbee ffrreeeellyy rreennddeerreedd..

One: Blessed be the Beloved, the One who dwells in open hearts,
who guides us along the way.
MMaannyy:: BBlleesssseedd bbee YYoouu,, wwhhoo ccoommee iinn tthhee NNaammee ooff LLoovvee;; mmaayy yyoouurr
gglloorryy ffiillll tthhee eeaarrtthh..

*Hymn Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

(Music may be found on page 8.)

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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Lighting of The Second Advent Candle (responsively)
One: The prophet Isaiah envisioned a world where "the wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb... and all shall be safe" (Isaiah 11:6). 
But our world is still filled with violence and unrest.
MMaannyy:: JJeessuuss,, oouurr BBrrootthheerr aanndd oouurr FFrriieenndd,, WWee nnaammee yyoouu PPrriinnccee
ooff PPeeaaccee.. WWee ssaayy yyoouurr ccoommiinngg ttrraannssffoorrmmss oouurr wwoorrlldd——wweeaappoonnss bbeeccoommee
pplloowwsshhaarreess,, lleeaasstt bbeeccoommee ffiirrsstt.. [[LLiigghhtt tthhee sseeccoonndd ccaannddllee..]]

One: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to 
passionately pursue the work of making peace in our hearts, our families, 
our communities, and throughout the earth until God's kin-dom comes on 
earth as it is in heaven.
MMaannyy:: MMaayy tthhee lliigghhtt ffrroomm tthhiiss ccaannddllee oovveerrwwhheellmm tthhee wwoorrlldd.. MMaayy tthhee
LLiigghhtt ffrroomm tthhiiss ccaannddllee ssaayy ttoo aallll tthhaatt GGoodd''ss ppeeaaccee iiss ccoommiinngg,, oonn eeaarrtthh
aass iitt aallrreeaaddyy iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. AAmmeenn..

Time With Young Disciples       Robin Sheikh

Music of Longing O Come, O Come, Emmanuel French 15th cent.
Text may be found on pg. 9 in the pew hymnal. Arr. John Ferguson

Prayer for Transformation
IInn tthhee mmaaddddeenniinngg bblluurr ooff tthhiiss sseeaassoonn ooff oouurr lliivveess——iinn tthhee rruusshh ffrroomm
TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg ttoo CChhrriissttmmaass,, ttoo NNeeww YYeeaarrss.. MMaayy wwee ppaauussee.. HHeellpp uuss ttaakkee
aa ddeeeepp bbrreeaatthh.. OOnnee bbrreeaatthh.. TTwwoo bbrreeaatthheess.. SSllooww uuss ddoowwnn tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt
ffiinndd aaggaaiinn tthhee qquuiieett cceenntteerr.. MMaayy wwee ddiissccoovveerr aanneeww tthhee jjooyy ooff ggiivviinngg
–– nnoott ooff ppuurrcchhaasseedd ggiiffttss,, bbuutt ooff pprreecciioouuss ttiimmee.. MMaayy wwee bbee rreessttoorreedd bbyy
aa lliiffee lliivveedd iinn sshhaarreedd ccoommmmuunniittyy,, wwhheerree wwee ccaarree ffoorr oonnee aannootthheerr----wwhheerree
mmyy ppeeaaccee aanndd hhaappppiinneessss iiss ccoonnnneecctteedd ttoo tthhaatt ooff tthhoossee aarroouunndd mmee..
GGiivvee uuss ppaauussee tthhaatt wwee mmaayy ccoonnssiiddeerr tthhee wwoorrlldd wwee wwiisshh ttoo lliivvee iinn..
TThheenn ggiivvee uuss eenneerrggyy aanndd ccoouurraaggee ttoo bbrriinngg iitt iinnttoo bbeeiinngg..

Words of Assurance
One: Jesus came into this world, not to condemn the world. But that the 
world, through him, might be saved. Friends, hear and believe the Good 
News of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

MMaannyy:: AAlllleelluuiiaa.. AAmmeenn..
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Song of the Angels Calm, on the Listening Ear of Night René Clausen

“Calm on the listening ear of night come heaven's melodious strains,
Where wild Judea stretches far her silver-mantled plains.

Celestial choirs from courts above shed sacred glories there;
And angels, with their sparkling lyres, make music on the air.

The answering hills of Palestine send back the glad reply;
And greet, from all their holy heights, the Dayspring from on high.

Glory to God!" the sounding skies loud with their anthems ring,
"Peace to the earth, to all good will, from heaven's eternal King!"

Light on thy hills, Jerusalem! The Prince of Peace is born!
And bright on Bethlehem's joyous plains breaks the first Christmas morn.”

Text: Edmund H. Sears, alt. 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-9   

Music of Anticipation From Messiah G.F. Handel
“There Were Shepherds Abiding in the Field”

“And Lo! The Angel of the Lord Came Upon Them”
“And the Angel Said Unto Them”

“And Suddenly There Was with the Angel”
“Glory to God”

Second Reading Mathew 3:1-3 
 

Sermon What are we getting ready for?

*Hymn Come and Find the Quiet Center BEACH SPRING

(Music may be found on page 9.)
Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice
†† Prayer of Jesus

OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..
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Invitation to the Offering 

Music of Our Gifts Catalonian Carol Traditional Catalonian
“What can we give to the Child of Mary? Arr. Dale Warland

What lowly gifts will both honor and please?
We will give figs to him, raisins and olives;

We will give honey, fresh bread and cheese.

What  can we give to the Child of Mary?
When in our searching to him we are led?

Softest wool, a small coat that will warm him,
And a wee cap that will cover his head. 

What can we give when the darkness is falling?
What can we give when he cries in the night?

Lullabies, glorias, glad alleluias,
Treasures of song that are joyous and bright.”

Trans. and adapt. Melva Rorem

What Sweeter Music John Rutter
“What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, 

for to sing the birth of this, our heavenly king? Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, and give the honour to this day

That sees December turned to May.
Why does the chilling  winter’s morn smile, like a field beset with corn?

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:

‘Tis he is born, whose quickening birth gives life and lustre, public mirth,
To heaven and the underearth.

We see him come, and know him ours, 
Who, with his sunshine and his showers, turns the patient ground to flowers.

The darling of the world is come, and fit it is, we find a room to welcome him.
The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart. 

Which we will give him; and bequesth this holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honour; who’s our King, and Lord of all this reveling.

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this, 
our heavenly king? “

Text: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
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*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication (unison)
HHoollyy aanndd ggeenneerroouuss GGoodd,, uussee tthhee ggiiffttss wwee bbrriinngg ffoorr hheeaalliinngg aanndd
rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd,, ttoo tthhee gglloorryy ooff yyoouurr nnaammee.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn REJOICE, REJOICE

(Verses 1, 2 and 4—Music may be found on page 10.)

*Benediction 

Postlude For Unto Us a Child Is Born G.F. Handel
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6, KJV

*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo…… Worship Leader: John DeHority
Liturgist: Kim McConnell

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Cecelia Allchin, Morgan Cox, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker, 

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman
Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Shawn Cox, Mark Darling

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier
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Guest Instrumentalists
Siena Stevens - oboe, Caroline Cornell and James Marshall - violins

Clara Smallwood - viola, Rachel Mills - cello

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805

SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 77
10:00AM     Advent Festival Begins
10:00AM     Choir Warm-up
10:45AM     Nursery
11:00AM     Worship - Advent 

Music Sunday 
11:15AM Sunday School
12:00PM     Advent Festival Continues

TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 99
10:30AM    Psalms+ Bible Study
6:30pm      Deacons Meeting

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1100
7:00PM     Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1111
5:00PM      Finance Team Mtg, Zoom
7:30pm      Property Team Mtg, Zoom

SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1144
9:45AM     Sunday Forum, Hybrid
10:00AM    Choir Warm-up                                                     
10:45AM    Nursery
11:00AM    Worship - Rev. Deb Swift
11:15AM     Sunday School
12:00PM      Refreshments, Sanctuary

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh

WWee ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo wweellccoommee a wide variety of worship leaders. The Worship 
Team and the Session encourage you to consider what speaks to you in 
each worship experience and share your feedback with them. 
YYoouu mmaayy wwrriittee ttoo:: session@downtownpresbyterian.org 
OR worship@downtownpresbyterian.org. This feedback is vital 
as decisions are made about our pastoral leadership. 

Next Sunday we welcome Rev. Deb Swift.
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 

WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library 
and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up 
with their kids if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the 
“Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday School 
room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence 
in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and 
prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   

Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like 
to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available 
by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and 
any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests 
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided
to the Deacons.
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 



Today’s special music program was made possible by generous 
donations to the Downtown Church Music Fund. In addition to 

our Advent music, donations to this fund support music on Easter 
and for our Jazz Worship in June. Thank you for your generous 

contributions throughout the year!




