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Celebration of Worship
December 14th, 2025, 11:00 AM

Third Sunday of Advent

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests Cards will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn..

Prelude Jesus, Joy of Our Desiring J.S. Bach
Arr. Mark Hayes for piano, four hands

Words of Welcome Rev. Deb Swift
Announcements Susan Richane

Chime
*Introit While We Are Waiting, Come Don Cason

“WWhhiillee wwee aarree wwaaiittiinngg,, ccoommee;; WWhhiillee wwee aarree wwaaiittiinngg,, ccoommee;;
JJeessuuss,, oouurr LLoorrdd,, EEmmmmaannuueell,, WWhhiillee wwee aarree wwaaiittiinngg,, ccoommee..

WWiitthh ppooww’’rr aanndd gglloorryy,, ccoommee……
CCoommee,, SSaavviioorr,, qquuiicckkllyy ccoommee……””

Text: Claire Cloninger 

*Call to Worship (Responsive)
One: Into this sanctuary of story and stone, where light bends 
through centuries of color, where justice once knelt beside resolve —
we come with our questions, our longing, our joy still trembling awake.
MMaannyy:: WWee ccoommee ttoo lliisstteenn ffoorr tthhee OOnnee wwhhoo ssttiirrss tthhee ssoouull aanndd mmeeeettss uuss
iinn tthhee ttuurrnniinngg..
One: Today we light the Gaudete candle — the candle of Joy —
not because life is simple, but because the Holy draws near in ways 
the world cannot predict.

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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MMaannyy:: WWee rreejjooiiccee aass aann aacctt ooff ccoouurraaggee.. WWee rreejjooiiccee aass aann aacctt ooff rreessiissttaannccee..
WWee rreejjooiiccee bbeeccaauussee jjooyy iiss aa ffllaammee tthhee ddaarrkknneessss ccaannnnoott nnaammee..

*Prayer of Invocation
One: Let us open our hearts now to the Presence moving in 
and through this very hour…
MMaannyy:: HHoollyy OOnnee,, JJooyy--BBrriinnggeerr,, LLiigghhtt--BBeeaarreerr—— EEnntteerr tthhiiss mmoommeenntt aass YYoouu
hhaavvee eenntteerreedd eevveerryy ggeenneerraattiioonn tthhaatt ddaarreedd ttoo hhooppee.. TTuunnee oouurr eeaarrss ttoo tthhee
nnootteess ooff ggrraaccee hhiiddddeenn bbeenneeaatthh tthhee nnooiissee ooff oouurr ddaayyss.. MMaakkee uuss aatttteennttiivvee
ttoo tthhee ssttiirrrriinngg tthhaatt wwhhiissppeerrss,, ““SSoommeetthhiinngg nneeww iiss rriissiinngg..”” GGaatthheerr oouurr
ssccaatttteerreedd sseellvveess iinnttoo YYoouurr sstteeaaddyyiinngg lloovvee,, tthhaatt iinn wwoorrdd,, ssoonngg,, ssiilleennccee,,
aanndd mmyysstteerryy wwee mmaayy gglliimmppssee tthhee wwoorrlldd.. YYoouu aarree ssttiillll bbeeggiinnnniinngg.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn The Bethlehem in Our Hearts BRING A TORCH

(Sing once before the Advent candle lighting and once afterwards.
Music may be found on page 7.)

Lighting of The Third Advent Candle 
One: This week we relight the candles of Hope and Love and light the 
candle of Joy.
MMaannyy:: JJooyy rriisseess lliikkee llaauugghhtteerr wwee ddiiddnn’’tt ppllaann.. AAss wwee wwaaiitt ffoorr tthhee bbiirrtthh ooff
tthhee LLiigghhtt,, wwee ddiissccoovveerr tthhaatt jjooyy iiss bboorrnn nnoott ffrroomm ppeerrffeeccttiioonn bbuutt ffrroomm wwhhaatt
iiss rreeaall aanndd aalliivvee..
One: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior.” — Luke 1:46-47
MMaannyy:: SSppiirriitt ooff JJooyy,, ssiinngg tthhrroouugghh oouurr lliivveess.. LLeett yyoouurr mmeellooddyy ffiinndd uuss
ooppeenn aanndd uunnaaffrraaiidd.. AAmmeenn..

Installation and Ordination of Officers

Time With Young Disciples       Robin Sheikh

Prayer for Transformation
One: Holy Spirit of Joy and Justice…We pause before You now —
not to confess our failures, but to realign our wandering hearts with 
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the deeper truth of who we are and who we are becoming. Where we 
have shrunk our lives to what feels safe,
MMaannyy:: RReesseett uuss ttoowwaarrdd ccoouurraaggee..
One: Where cynicism has claimed too much space,
MMaannyy:: RReesseett uuss ttoowwaarrdd wwoonnddeerr..
One: Where we have forgotten the quiet ember of joy within,
MMaannyy:: BBrreeaatthhee oonn iitt aaggaaiinn..

Words of Grace
One: Friends in Christ, hear the good news that ancient prophets 
and new poets echo still:
Many: The Holy meets us not in perfection … but in possibility.
NNoott iinn cceerrttaaiinnttyy …… bbuutt iinn ooppeennnneessss..
NNoott iinn hhaavviinngg iitt aallll rreessoollvveedd …… bbuutt iinn cchhoooossiinngg ttoo ttuurrnn aaggaaiinn
ttoowwaarrdd tthhee LLiigghhtt tthhaatt ffiinnddss uuss..
One: Thanks be to God. We are being made new. Again and again.
MMaannyy:: AAmmeenn..

First Reading Matthew 11:2-14 (Responsive)
One: John, meanwhile, had been locked up in prison. When he got wind of what
Jesus was doing, he sent his own disciples to ask, 
MMaannyy:: ““AArree yyoouu tthhee OOnnee wwee’’vvee bbeeeenn eexxppeeccttiinngg,, oorr aarree wwee ssttiillll wwaaiittiinngg??””
One: Jesus told them, “Go back and tell John what’s going on:
MMaannyy:: TThhee bblliinndd sseeee,, TThhee llaammee wwaallkk,, LLeeppeerrss aarree cclleeaannsseedd,, TThhee ddeeaaff hheeaarr,,
TThhee ddeeaadd aarree rraaiisseedd,, TThhee wwrreettcchheedd ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh lleeaarrnn tthhaatt GGoodd iiss oonn tthheeiirr ssiiddee..
One: “Is this what you were expecting? Then count yourselves most blessed!”
When John’s disciples left to report, Jesus started talking to the crowd about
John. “What did you expect when you went out to see him in the wild? A
weekend camper? Hardly. What then? A sheik in silk pajamas? Not in the
wilderness, not by a long shot. What then? A prophet? That’s right, a prophet!
Probably the best prophet you’ll ever hear. He is the prophet that Malachi
announced when he wrote, ‘I’m sending my prophet ahead of you, to make the
road smooth for you.’ “Let me tell you what’s going on here: No one in history 
surpasses John the Baptizer; but in the kin-dom he prepared you for, the lowliest 
person is ahead of him.
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MMaannyy:: FFoorr aa lloonngg ttiimmee nnooww ppeeooppllee hhaavvee ttrriieedd ttoo ffoorrccee tthheemmsseellvveess iinnttoo GGoodd’’ss
kkiinnggddoomm.. BBuutt iiff yyoouu rreeaadd tthhee bbooookkss ooff tthhee PPrroopphheettss aanndd GGoodd’’ss LLaaww cclloosseellyy,, yyoouu
wwiillll sseeee tthheemm ccuullmmiinnaattee iinn JJoohhnn,, tteeaammiinngg uupp wwiitthh hhiimm iinn pprreeppaarriinngg tthhee wwaayy ffoorr
tthhee MMeessssiiaahh ooff tthhee kkiinn--ddoomm.. LLooookkeedd aatt iinn tthhiiss wwaayy,, JJoohhnn iiss tthhee ‘‘EElliijjaahh’’
yyoouu’’vvee aallll bbeeeenn eexxppeeccttiinngg ttoo aarrrriivvee aanndd iinnttrroodduuccee tthhee MMeessssiiaahh..

Music for Reflection Thou Shalt Know Him Mark Sirett
“Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by any din of drums,

nor his manners, nor his airs, nor by any thing he wears.
Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by crown or by gown,

but his coming known shall be, by the holy harmony
which his coming makes in thee.

Thou shalt know him when he comes. Amen.” 
Text: Anonymous

Second Reading Luke 1:46-55 (Mary’s Song)

Sermon What do You Want? Rev. Deb Swift

*Hymn Who Would Think that What Was Needed WHITE ROSETTES

(Music may be found on page 8.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice
†† Prayer of Jesus

OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day John Gardner
“Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance

To see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance:
Ref: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 
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This have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance;

Thus was I knit to man’s nature, to call my true love to my dance: Ref.
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor this was my chance,
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance: Ref.

Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My maker’s voice heard from above, to call my true love to my dance: Ref.”

Text: Traditional

*Doxology 
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication (Responsive)
One: Joy-Giver, take these gifts —coins, commitments, time, imagination—
and weave them into the work of justice, mercy, and renewal.
MMaannyy:: MMaayy wwhhaatt wwee ooffffeerr ttooddaayy bbeeccoommee mmuussiicc iinn ssoommeeoonnee’’ss wwiillddeerrnneessss,,
lliigghhtt iinn ssoommeeoonnee’’ss nniigghhtt,, aanndd ccoouurraaggee iinn ssoommeeoonnee’’ss ddoouubbtt.. UUssee uuss,, ttoooo ——
oouurr vvooiicceess,, oouurr cchhooiicceess,, oouurr hhooppee —— aass iinnssttrruummeennttss ooff YYoouurr JJooyy iinn tthhee
wwoorrlldd,, wwee aasskk.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus STUTTGART

(Music may be found on page 10.)

*Benediction 

Postlude Fum, Fum, Fum Traditional Catalan
Arr. Mark Hayes for piano, four hands

*Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.
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TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo…… Worship Leader: Rev. Deb Swift
Liturgist: Susan Richane

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Cecelia Allchin, Morgan Cox, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker, 

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   
Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman

Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Shawn Cox, Mark Darling
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805

Next Sunday is Lessons and Carols.
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people, 
care for creation, and work for God’s Justice. 

WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library 
and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up 
with their kids if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during the 
“Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday School 
room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence 
in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and 
prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   

Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like 
to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available 
by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and 
any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests 
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided
to the Deacons.
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper
Penelope Paredes, 
Nursery Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Val Fowler, 
Moderator

Nancy Brown 
John DeHority 

Lea Kone
Bob Richane 
Sally Allison 
Sam King 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss
Bob Carlisle
Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Cindy Hamilton  

Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz
Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales

Becky Parks
Susan Richane
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 



SSeerrvviiccee ooff OOrrddiinnaattiioonn aanndd IInnssttaallllaattiioonn ooff OOffffiicceerrss

CClleerrkk:: I invite the people that have been elected to serve as Elders and Deacons to 
come forward as your names are read.  Elected to serve as an elder:  Jason Cloen.  
Elected to serve as deacons:  Carol Samuel,  Gie Oey,  and Jacque Hancock. 

MMooddeerraattoorr::

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Cor. 13:13
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
As many of you as were baptized into Christ Gal, 3:27;
have clothed yourselves with Christ. Eph. 4:4
There is one body and one Spirit,
just as we were called to the one hope of our calling.

Please answer these constitutional questions from the PC(USA): 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head 
of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spir-
it?             II ddoo..

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy 
Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, 
and God’s Word to you? II ddoo..

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as 
expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of 
what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 
those confessions as you lead the people of God? II ddoo,, aanndd II wwiillll..

Questions continued on back 



d. Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?  II wwiillll..

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject 
to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?    II wwiillll..

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, 
and work for the reconciliation of the world?      II wwiillll..

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?     II ddoo..

h. Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?  
II wwiillll..

(For ruling elder) Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, 
providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government 
and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try 
to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?  II wwiillll..

(For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and di-
recting the people’s help to the friendless and those in need, and in your ministry 
will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?  II wwiillll..

CClleerrkk::
Questions for the congregation:

a. Do we, the members of the church, accept Jason, Carol and Gie, as ruling el-
ders and deacons, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to 
lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?  WWee ddoo..

b. Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, 
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the 
Church?  WWee ddoo..
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The Reverend Deb Swift is a retired member of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley
and currently serving as the Executive Director and spiritual coordinator of

Firebird Spirit, Inc. – a non-profit headquartered in Rochester that is dedicated to
exploring new forms of ministry. Firebird’s YouTube Channel (@firebirdspiritHOPE) 
provides weekly progressive and inter-faith worship services, prayers, music and 

more as part of their global Community of Hope. At present it has more than 
250,000 views since it began a year ago. More than 50% of its viewers live outside 

the U.S. You can learn more by visiting www.FirebirdSpirit.org.

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh

SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1144

9:45AM     Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM    Choir Warm-up                                                     
10:45AM    Nursery
11:00AM    Worship - Rev. Deb Swift

11:15AM    Sunday School

12:00PM     Refreshments, Sanctuary

TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1166

10:30AM    Psalms+ Bible Study

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1177

4:30PM     Sunday Forum Mtg, Zoom

7:00PM     Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1188

10:00AM      Personnel Mtg, Hybrid

FFrriiddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 1199

12:00PM       3rd Friday Book Group, 
Zoom  

SSuunnddaayy,, DDeecceemmbbeerr 2211

9:45AM       Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM     Choir Warm-up 11:00AM     
Worship - Lessons & 
Carols 

12:00PM      Refreshments, Sanctuary         
7:00PM        Sophia Circle, Zoom 


