
  

 

We Live Into Jesus' Inclusive Call  
to Love Every Person,  

Care for Creation,   
and Work for God’s Justice. 
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  Celebration of Worship 

  December 24th, 2025, 7:00PM 

  Christmas Eve Service 

   

  Click Here to Watch 

 

 

    

 Prelude  O Radiant Dawn James MacMillan 

  There Is No Rose Stephen Caracciolo 

  What Sweeter Music John Rutter 

  How Great Our Joy! Arr. John Rutter  

     

Words of Welcome  The Rev. Deb Swift 

 

Chime   

   

Introit Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming Arr. Hugo Distler 

   

*Call to Worship (Responsive) “In the Soft Hour”  Ted Richane 

 One: Friends… welcome to this quiet threshold where the old year  

 exhales and Love once again takes on human breath. Welcome to this  

 night of starlight and straw, of angels leaning close, of hope sneaking in  

 through the cracks of the world. 

 Many: We come as we are—tired, grateful, aching, expectant—ready to  

 witness again how Light finds us. 

 One: Tonight we remember: God chooses the open-hearted over the  

 powerful, the stable over the palace, the ordinary over the grand. 

 Many: Let the light of this night gather us in and carry us forward. 

 

*Carol  O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELIS 

  (Verses 1-3, Music may be found on page 6.) 

 

Scripture I Isaiah 9:2-7 

    

*Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 

  (Verses 1, 2 and 4—Music may be found on page 7.) 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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Lighting of The Christ Candle  

 One: Throughout Advent we waited—lighting hope… peace…  

 joy… love…trusting that even the smallest flame can teach our eyes  

 how to see again. Tonight we light the Christ Candle—not because the  

 world is suddenly fixed, but because Love keeps choosing to enter it. 

 (Light the candle) 

 Many: Light of Christ, find us this night. Find us in our longing, our  

 courage, our tears, and our joy. Shine in us and through us for the  

 sake of the world you love. 

  

*Carol  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing  WALK IN THE LIGHT 

  (Jesus, the Light of the World)  

 (Refrain, Verses 1-2, Refrain, 3-4, Refrain—Music may be found on page 8.) 

 

Scripture II Luke 2:1-7 

 

*Carol  Away in a Manger MUELLER 

  (Music may be found on page 10.) 

 

Scripture III  Luke 2:8-14 
 

Message Becoming Light Rev. Swift 

   

Carol This Christmas Night  Malcolm Williamson 

  "How sweet and clear above the sounds of war 

  the clamorous bells are pealing their delight! 

  The angels sing of glory, as they soar  

  among the man-made stars, this Christmas night. 

  And, once again, with spices and with gold, 

  three Kings are riding through the sparkling snow 

  to this poor lodging in the bitter cold 

  where Mary kneels within the lantern glow 

  to watch her Baby lying in the hay, 

  and think about the wonder of His birth; 

  And as He sleeps to hold his hands and pray 

  for peace to come upon this troubled earth.” 

  Text: Mary Wilson 
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Scripture IV  John 1:1-5, 14 

 

Carol Approaching the Manger Kristopher Fulton 

 “Angel wings like bells a-ringing pale wings dipped in silver light 

 shepherds wondering at their movement as they lay down for the night. 

 

 Weary from their desert crossing come three wise-men from afar 

 bearing gifts of worth most precious led by light from yonder star. 

 

 There’s no room at any Inn and a cold wind is in the air 

 but in the distance is a manger; there’s a small communion there. 

 Softly now as we draw closer lest you wake the infant here 

 in blue and white his mother holds him she will guard him, have no fear. 

 

 Silently these people watch him they don’t cheer and they don’t sing. 

 See how gently Mary holds him tending to her new-born King, 

 praising her new-born King: “Welcome to the world, our Saviour! Holy is the hour tonight!” 

 Sing you People! Sing your praises to this babe who burns so bright! 

Sing all ye to our Lord Jesus! Let us hear your cries of joy! Peace on earth and bless all people! 

 Bless this heavenly boy!” 

 Text: Anonymous 

 

Litany of Light “Let the Light Be Born in Us”  Responsive 

 One: Holy One who comes close, on this night we open our hearts again.  

 Many: Let the Light be born in us—gentle, persistent, brave.  

 One: Where the world is aching, let compassion take root.  

 Many: Where fear has hardened us, let tenderness return.  

 One: Where injustice holds power, let courage rise up. 

 Many: Where sorrow sits beside us, let comfort keep vigil.  

 One: Where hope flickers weakly, shield it with your breath  

 until it burns steady again. 

 Many: And now, with the confidence of children and the longing  

 of grown hearts, we pray: 
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† Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead  

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit,  

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

             

Offertory Carol  Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day John Gardner 

 “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance 

  To see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance: 

 Ref: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; This have I done for my true love. 

  Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance; 

  Thus was I knit to human nature, to call my true love to my dance: Ref. 

  In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor this was my chance, 

  Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance: Ref. 

  Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy Ghost on me did glance, 

  My maker’s voice heard from above, to call my true love to my dance: Ref.” 

  Text: Traditional 

     

*Doxology  Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

  (Verses 1-2, Music may be found on page 11.) 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Prayers of the People  

   

Sharing of the Light  

*Carol   Silent Night  STILLE NACHT 

  (Music may be found on page 12.) 
 

After the soft lights come up, let us extinguish our candles and greet one  

another with signs of peace and friendship. All are invited to a reception  

following the service in the Hall behind the Sanctuary. Merry Christmas! 
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Wednesday, December 24 

 6:45PM     Choral Prelude 

 7:00PM     Christmas Eve Service -

  Rev. Deb Swift 

Thursday, December 25 

     Merry Christmas! 

 Church Building Closed 

 

Sunday, December 28 

10:00AM     Musicians Warm-up 

10:45AM     Nursery* 

11:00AM     Worship - Alan Jones 

  and John DeHority 

12:00PM      Refreshments, Sanctuary  

*No Sunday School, but  

Nursery care will be provided.        

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

Thank you to… Worship Leader: Rev. Deb Swift 

Liturgist: Ted Richane 

   

  Chancel Choir Members 

 Soprano: Cecelia Allchin, Morgan Cox, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker,  

 Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman    

Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman 

 Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Shawn Cox, Mark Darling 

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier 

   

 Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 

 

   All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  

  under One License, License # A-707805   
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,  

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.  

 Welcome Visitors! 

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 

are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can  

use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to  

the church. Tonight’s offering will be the special Joy Offering . You can find 

more information in the bulletin insert.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence 

in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and 

prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 

 to the “T” (telephone) position.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in spirit and body if you feel comfortable 

doing so.” 

    We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    

  Cookies and drinks are available in the area to the west of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns – If you have a joy or concern that you would like  

 to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available  

 by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and  

 any other information that you would like to be shared. You can place your  

  Card in the offering plate and they will be shared with the church Deacons. 

  There is no nursery care for this service. All children are welcome along with 

the joyful noises they make. 



16 

 

The Downtown Church Staff 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  

Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

David Mear, Business Manager 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper 

Penelope Paredes,  

Nursery Coordinator 

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &             

  Sunday School Teacher   

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist 

Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 

Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons  

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Session 

The Rev. Val Fowler, 

Moderator 

Nancy Brown  

John DeHority  

Lea Kone 

Bob Richane  

Sally Allison  

Sam King  

Jim Vesper  

Pat Tweet 

Mary Rees 

Deacons 

Bob Carlisle 

Andrea Folan 

Helen Ganotis 

Cindy Hamilton   

 

Jacque Hancock 

Elizabeth Katz 

Stephen Lloyd 

Grania Marcus 

Sandy Morales 

Becky Parks 

Susan Richane 

Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  


