
  

 

We Live Into Jesus' Inclusive Call to Love 
Every Person, Care for Creation, and  

Work for God’s Justice. 
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  Celebration of Worship 

  December 28th, 2025, 11:00 AM 

  First Sunday of Christmas 

   

  Click Here to Watch 

 

   If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  

 please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  

 (and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share.  

 Prayer Requests Cards will be collected after the third hymn, “In The Bleak Midwinter.” 

 

 

 

 Prelude  Meditation on Simple Gifts  

     

Words of Welcome  John DeHority 

Announcements   

  

*Call to Worship (Responsive) 

 One: Give praise, sun and moon, give praise, all you shining stars! 

 Many: Give praise, all universes, the whole cosmos of Creation!  

 One: Praise the Blessed One! For through Love all was created. 

 Many: And firmly fixed for ever and ever; Yes, the pattern of creation  

           was established.   

 One: Praises be to the Blessed One, 

 Many: the very Breath of our breath, the very Heart of our heart. 

  

*Hymn  For the Beauty of the Earth CREATION AND PROVIDENCE 

  (Music may be found on page 5.) 

 

*Centering Prayer (Unison, A Prayer for Advent from A New Zealand Book of Prayer) 

 Let us be at peace within ourselves 

 Silence 

 Let us accept that we are profoundly loved 

 and need never be afraid. 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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 Silence 

 Let us be aware of the source of being 

 that is common to us all 

 and to all living creatures. 

 Silence 

 Let us be filled with the presence of the great compassion  

 towards ourselves and towards all living beings. 

 Silence 

 Realizing that we are all nourished 

 from the same source of life, 

 may we so live that others are not deprived 

 of air, food, water, shelter, or the chance to live. 

 Silence 

 Let us pray that we ourselves cease to be 

 a cause of suffering to one another. 

 Silence 

 With humility let us pray for the establishment 

 of peace in our hearts and on earth.  Amen. 

 

The First Story  The Little Book of Joy  (For children of all ages) 

  Authors: Dalai Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

  Illustrated by Rafael López  

 

 

*Hymn  Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

  (Music may be found on page 6.) 

 

   

Gospel Reading Matthew 2:13-23 (PG-13)  

  The Flight into Egypt 

    

Sermonette Déjà vu 
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Another Story Bud Finds Her Gift (For Children of all ages) 

  Author: Robin Wall Kimmerer (Author of Braiding Sweetgrass) 

  Illustrated by: Naoko Stoop 

   

*Hymn   In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 

  (Music may be found on page 7.) 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People  

† Prayer of Jesus 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit come!  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead  

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit,  

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering  

 

Offertory Music Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning Alan Jones 

   

*Doxology   

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

 Let songs rise up from earth below;  

 Let stars and galaxies enthrone;  

 Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.  

 

A Franciscan Benediction  

   

*Passing of the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be always with you. 

 And also with you.  

 Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another. 
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Sunday, December 28 

10:45AM     Nursery 

11:00AM     Worship - Alan Jones 

  and John DeHority 

12:00PM      Refreshments, Sanctuary  

*No Sunday School, but  

Nursery care will be provided*        

 

Thursday, January 1 

Happy New Year! 

      Church  

Building Closed 

 

Sunday, January 4 

 9:45AM      Sunday Forum, Hybrid 

10:00AM     Choir Warm-up  

10:45AM     Nursery   

11:00AM     Worship - Rev. Val  

   Fowler 

11:15AM      Sunday School 

12:00PM      Congregational Mtg—

            Annual Report Received 

  

 

 

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

Thank you to…  

  Worship Leaders: John DeHority and Alan Jones 

   

 Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 

 

   All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  

  under One License, License # A-707805 

 

  Next Sunday we welcome Rev. Val Fowler. 
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We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,  

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.  

 Welcome Visitors! 

Nursery Care is available for young children beginning in the library  

and moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up 

with their kids if they would like. 

Sunday School There is no Sunday School this week. Join us next  

Sunday when we are back in session.  

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 

are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can  

use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to  

the church.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine presence 

in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns and 

prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 

 to the “T” (telephone) position.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

    We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    

  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns – If you have a joy or concern that you would like  

 to lift in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available  

 by the worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and  

 any other information that you would like to be shared. The requests  

 will be collected during the hymn following the sermon and provided 

 to the Deacons. 
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The Downtown Church Staff 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  

Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

David Mear, Business Manager 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper 

Penelope Paredes,  

Nursery Coordinator 

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &             

  Sunday School Teacher   

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist 

Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 

Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Cindy Hamilton, Jacque Hancock - co-Moderators of Deacons  

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Session 

The Rev. Val Fowler, 

Moderator 

Nancy Brown  

John DeHority  

Lea Kone 

Bob Richane  

Sally Allison  

Sam King  

Jim Vesper  

Pat Tweet 

Mary Rees 

Deacons 

Bob Carlisle 

Andrea Folan 

Helen Ganotis 

Cindy Hamilton   

 

Jacque Hancock 

Elizabeth Katz 

Stephen Lloyd 

Grania Marcus 

Sandy Morales 

Becky Parks 

Susan Richane 

Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  
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