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Celebration of Worship
March 8th, 2026 11:00 AM

Third Sunday in Lent

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

or event, and additional information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests will be 
collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude Wasserflüssen Babylon J.S. Bach
During this season of Lent, our gathering music will draw inspiration from 

the rhythm of our feet on this journey. You are invited to walk your own path through 
the sanctuary during this prelude time each week. Notice the rhythms of your feet  and of 

your breath. How do we take steps together and individually that nourish our spirit 
and move us forward? You are encouraged to help everyone experience this time of 

meditation by greeting friends silently and saving conversation for after worship.

Words of Welcome Rev. Kristina Hansen

Announcements Gail Mott

Chime
Introit Kariotas habundat Hildegard of Bingen

“Divine Love overflows into everything,
From the very depths raised high above the constellations of stars,

And tender—most tender toward all creation,
So that it gives, to the highest king (Jesus), the kiss of peace.”

*Call to Worship (ministrymatters.com, mod)
One: Come! Let us sing to our God and make a joyful noise 

to the rock of our salvation!
MMaannyy:: WWee lliifftt oouurr hheeaarrttss aanndd vvooiicceess iinn jjooyy aanndd tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg

ffoorr bbeeiinngg hheerree ttooggeetthheerr iinn tthhee pprreesseennccee ooff oouurr bbeelloovveedd GGoodd!!
One: Come, let us worship this amazing God, for we belong to God!
MMaannyy:: WWee wwiillll lliisstteenn ffoorr GGoodd’’ss wwoorrdd aanndd lliivvee iinn tthhee hhooppee iitt iinnssppiirreess!!

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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One: Come! Let us worship God together!
MMaannyy:: WWee ccoommee ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp GGoodd wwiitthh aallll oouurr hheeaarrtt,, ssoouull,, mmiinndd aanndd ssttrreennggtthh!!

*Prayer of Invocation (Let Justice Roll Down, Linda Jones, 35, mod.) 
GGrraacciioouuss GGoodd,, iinn aa wwoorrlldd ffuullll ooff ffeeaarr,, ooppeenn oouurr hheeaarrttss ttoo yyoouurr lloovvee..
EEssppeecciiaallllyy wwhheenn wwee wwaallkk iinn ddeessoollaattee vvaalllleeyyss,, ooppeenn oouurr mmiinnddss ttoo yyoouurr hhooppee..
AAss wwee sseeeekk ppaatthhss iinn tthhee ddaarrkknneessss,, ooppeenn oouurr eeyyeess ttoo yyoouurr lliigghhtt..
WWee ttuurrnn aawwaayy ffrroomm hhaattrreedd,, ttoowwaarrddss lloovvee..
WWee ttuurrnn aawwaayy ffrroomm iinnttoolleerraannccee ttoowwaarrddss uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg..
AAss tthhee bbooddyy ooff CChhrriisstt,, wwee ccoommmmiitt oouurrsseellvveess ttoo ccoommppaassssiioonn..
TTooggeetthheerr -- nnoott aalloonnee -- wwee pprraayy ttoo yyoouu iinn tthhee nnaammee ooff JJeessuuss
wwhhoo ttaauugghhtt uuss ttoo pprraayyeerr ttooggeetthheerr……

†† OOuurr CCrreeaattoorr,, wwhhoo aarrtt iinn hheeaavveenn,, hhaalllloowweedd bbee tthhyy nnaammee.. TThhyy SSppiirriitt ccoommee!!
TThhyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee,, oonn eeaarrtthh aass iitt iiss iinn hheeaavveenn.. GGiivvee uuss tthhiiss ddaayy oouurr ddaaiillyy
bbrreeaadd,, aanndd ffoorrggiivvee uuss oouurr ddeebbttss,, aass wwee ffoorrggiivvee oouurr ddeebbttoorrss.. AAnndd lleeaadd
uuss nnoott iinnttoo tteemmppttaattiioonn,, bbuutt ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm eevviill,, ffoorr tthhiinnee iiss tthhee SSppiirriitt,,
aanndd tthhee ppoowweerr,, aanndd tthhee gglloorryy,, ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn Here in This Place GATHER US IN

(Verses 1, 2 and 4—Music may be found on page 8.)

Prayer for Transformation and New Life (Chalice Worship, 323, mod.)
One: Great and giving God, we have entered into the wilderness this Lenten 
season with mixed feelings. We appreciate the disciplines of Lent and 
the opportunities for growth. Yet we balk at the effort it takes to be faithful:
MMaannyy:: WWee aarree oofftteenn mmoorree ccoommffoorrttaabbllee iinn oouurr ccuussttoommaarryy ppllaacceess aanndd ssppaacceess..
WWee aarree oofftteenn ccoonntteenntt ttoo rreellyy uuppoonn ssoouurrcceess ooff ssuusstteennaannccee ootthheerr tthhaann
YYoouurr PPrreesseennccee.. WWee aarree mmoorree iinncclliinneedd ttoo ttrruusstt oouurr oowwnn sseennssee ooff ddiirreeccttiioonn
aanndd aarree rreelluuccttaanntt ttoo ffoollllooww tthhee lleeaaddiinnggss ooff YYoouurr SSppiirriitt.. FFoorrggiivvee uuss.. GGiivvee uuss
tthhee wwiillll ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee tthhee jjoouurrnneeyy wwiitthh rreenneewweedd aassppiirraattiioonn..

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)
One: May this season of lengthening days be a season of strengthening 
spirits.  
MMaannyy:: WWiitthh lliivveess ooppeenn ttoo ttrraannssffoorrmmaattiioonn,, wwee pprraayy oouurr eeaarrnneesstt pprraayyeerr.. AAmmeenn..
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Scripture Song of the Day Psalm 95 (Responsively)
All singing together (Let All Things Now Living, Verse 1a) ::

LLeett aallll tthhiinnggss nnooww lliivviinngg aa ssoonngg ooff tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg
TToo GGoodd tthhee ccrreeaattoorr ttrriiuummpphhaannttllyy rraaiissee..

WWhhoo ffaasshhiioonneedd aanndd mmaaddee uuss,, pprrootteecctteedd aanndd ssttaayyeedd uuss,,
WWhhoo ssttiillll gguuiiddeess uuss oonn ttoo tthhee eenndd ooff oouurr ddaayyss..

Speaking Response:
One: O come, let us sing to our God;
MMaannyy:: lleett uuss mmaakkee aa jjooyyffuull nnooiissee ttoo tthhee rroocckk ooff oouurr ssaallvvaattiioonn!!
One: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
MMaannyy:: lleett uuss mmaakkee aa jjooyyffuull nnooiissee ttoo GGoodd wwiitthh ssoonnggss ooff pprraaiissee!!
One: For the Holy One is a great God
MMaannyy:: aanndd aa ggrreeaatt CCrreeaattoorr aabboovvee aallll ggooddss..
One: In God’s hand are the depths of the earth;
MMaannyy:: tthhee hheeiigghhttss ooff tthhee mmoouunnttaaiinnss aarree hhiiss aallssoo..
One: The sea is the Creator, for God made it,
MMaannyy:: aanndd tthhee ddrryy llaanndd,, wwhhiicchh GGoodd’’ss hhaannddss hhaavvee ffoorrmmeedd..
One: O come, let us worship and bow down;
MMaannyy:: lleett uuss kknneeeell bbeeffoorree tthhee SSoouurrccee,, oouurr MMaakkeerr!!
One: For the Holy One is our God,
MMaannyy:: aanndd wwee aarree tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff GGoodd’’ss ppaassttuurree aanndd tthhee sshheeeepp ooff GGoodd’’ss hhaanndd..

All singing together (Let All Things Now Living, Verse 2a) ::
BByy llaaww GGoodd eennffoorrcceess tthhee ssttaarrss iinn tthheeiirr ccoouurrsseess,,

TThhee ssuunn iinn iittss oorrbbiitt oobbeeddiieennttllyy sshhiinnee;;
TThhee hhiillllss aanndd tthhee mmoouunnttaaiinnss tthhee rriivveerrss aanndd ffoouunnttaaiinnss,,

TThhee ddeepptthhss ooff tthhee oocceeaann pprrooccllaaiimm GGoodd ddiivviinnee..

Time with Young Disciples Rev Kristina Hansen
Music for Reflection As by the Streams of Babylon Arr. R. Nathaniel Dett

“As by the streams of Babylon far from our native soil we sat,
Sweet Sion, thee we thought upon, and ev’ry thought a tear begat.

Aloft the trees that spring up there, our silent harps we pensive hung:
Said they that captive us, “Let’s hear some song which you in Sion sung!”

Is then the song of our God fit to be profaned in a foreign land?
O Salem, thee when I forget, forget his skill may my right hand!”

Text: Thomas Campian, First Book of Ayres (1613)
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Hebrew Scripture Lesson Exodus 17:1-7 
 

Sermon Recall and Reflect Rev. Hansen

*Hymn If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT

(Music may be found on page 9.)
Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Music     To Sit and Dream Rosephanye Powell
“To sit and dream. To sit and read. To sit and learn about the world. 

Outside our world of here and now. Outside our world, our problem world.
To dream of vast horizons of the soul, Of dreams made whole, unfettered free. 

Help me, help me! All you who are dreamers too. 
Help me make our world anew. I reach out my hand to you.”

Text from “To You” by Langston Hughes

*Doxology   
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS

(Music may be found on page 10.)
Benediction

Postlude Great Is Thy Faithfulness Arr. Joel Raney
for piano duet

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another..
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TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo......
Rev. Kristina Hansen
Liturgist:  Gail Mott

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Cecelia Allchin*, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker*, 

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   
Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman

Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier*
*on temporary leave  

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 88

9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship 
11:15AM   Sunday School
12:00PM   Refreshments, Sanctuary
TTuueessddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1100
10:30AM     Psalms+ Bible Study

6:30PM      Deacon’s Meeting
WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1111
3:00PM      DEIB Mtg, Zoom
7:00PM      Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1199
11:00AM   Worship Team Mtg, Hybrid
5:00PM       Finance Team Mtg, Zoom
7:30PM       Property Team Mtg, Zoom
SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1155

9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid 
10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship 
11:15AM   Sunday School
12:00PM   Refreshments, Sanctuary 

Pie-Day
7:00PM   Sophia Circle, Zoom

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
WWee lliivvee iinnttoo JJeessuuss’’ iinncclluussiivvee ccaallll ttoo lloovvee aallll ppeeooppllee,,

ccaarree ffoorr ccrreeaattiioonn,, aanndd wwoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee..

NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library and 
moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up with 
their children if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 
the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday 
School room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected 
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

IIff yyoouu wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo hhoonnoorr ssoommeeoonnee oorr aa ssppeecciiaall eevveenntt wwiitthh fflloowweerrss you can 
purchase a bouquet ($35)  for a future worship service by contacting 
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.   
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Kristina 

Hansen, Moderator
Nancy Brown 

Jason Cloen
John DeHority 
Sally Allison 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz

Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales
Gie Oey

Becky Parks
Carol Samuel
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, Nursery Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Jacque Hancock an Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons 



A Call to Lent
2026

Downtown United Presbyterian Church is 
challenging every member and friend to pick 

a Lenten Discipline this year.  A Lenten 
Discipline is something that you choose in 

addition to your usual daily routine. Its 
intention?  As the song says, 

“Just a closer walk with Thee.”  

You can find a Lenten Disciplines pamphlet 
with suggestions and a commitment card in 
the rear of the sanctuary, or ask any of the 
ushers. Imagine what blessing God might 

have for you on this journey!







On Easter Sunday, April 5, the Worship bulletin will 
again include an insert which will list your loved ones,    
remembered or honored, when you make a  donation 
in any amount to the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Special Offering. Payment can be made with cash, 

check (payable to Downtown Church with OGHS in the 
Memo line) or via credit/debit card through the church 
website on Tithly. (Please check “Other Gift” and include a 
note in the memo field.). Please submit your gift and infor-

mation by Monday, March 30, 2026. (You can also make a dona-
tion to OGHS 
on Easter Sunday using the special envelopes that will be in the 
bulletin that day.)

To remember a loved one or honor a special person with your 
gift, complete and return the form below. 

Please print or type:

In memory or in honor of: ________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

From: ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Please return the completed form with your donation 
by Monday, March 30, 2026

or send an email to the church office at
office@downtownpresbyterian.org.

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.


