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Celebration of Worship
March 15th, 2026 11:00 AM
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,
please complefe a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person
or event, and additional information you’d like fo share. Prayer Requests will be
collected during the hymn following the sermon fo share with the pastor andy/or Deacons.

Prelude Clair de lune Claude Debussy
During this season of Lent, our gathering music will draw inspiration from
the rhythm of our feet on this journey. You are invited to walk your own path through
the sanctuary during this prelude time each week. Notice the rhythms of your feet and of
your breath. How do we take steps together and individually that nourish our spirit
and move us forward? You are encouraged to help everyone experience this time of
meditation by greeting friends silently and saving conversation for after worship.

Words of Welcome Rev. Kristina Hansen
Announcements Kim McConnell
Chime

Introit Karitas habundat Hildegard of Bingen

“Divine Love overflows into everything,
From the very depths raised high above the constellations of stars,
And tender—most tender foward all creation,
So that it gives, fo the highest king (Jesus), the kiss of peace.”

*Call to Worship (Taught by Love, mod.)
One: God summons us to wake up and see!
Many: We seek to live as children of light!
One: God sees beyond our outward appearance.
Many: God knows the intent of our hearts.
One: Let us seek to know and follow God's willl
Many: We will worship God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength!

2


https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/

*Prayer of Invocation (Taught by Love, mod.)

Holy One, we sense your involvement in our lives.

Like a shepherd, you watch over us and provide abundantly beyond our needs.

You lead us in right paths when we are tempted to go astray.

You refresh us with living water that overflows with your generosity.

Let your light shine on us now to reveal truth we have not seen

and open our eyes to possibilities we may not have realized.

May we be receptive to learn from you and from one another.

We pray to you in the name of Jesus who taught us to prayer together...

T Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Spirit comel!
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not info temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Spirit,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn Be Thou My Vision SLANE
(Verses 1-3, Music may be found on page 8.)

Prayer for Transformation and New Life

One: We bring our flawed lives to God — not so much to be made perfect—
but to be whole. Let us trust the One who builds joy from our despair.
Many: Patient and ever-faithful God, we seek your presence now.

Our minds cannot always understand you,

yet our hearts cry out for a living relationship with you.

Our eyes cannot see you, yet without you there would be nothing

to see. Our faith cannot grasp you, yet in you we live and move and

have our being. Renew our vision of efernal truths

in the light of which our day-to-day lives must be lived.

Help us to see where we went wrong in the past.

Convict us of where we have strayed from you.

Forgive us our loss of hope. Give us your fresh vision. Restore our souls.

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)

One: May this season of lengthening days be a season of strengthening spirits.
Many: With lives open to transformation, we pray our earnest prayer. Amen.
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Scripture Song of the Day Psalm 23
All Singing:
Lead me, guide me, along the way
For if you lead me, | cannot siray.
O let me walk each day with thee.
Lead me, O Jesus, lead me.
Spoken:
Our God is my shepherd; | shall not want.
God makes me to lie down in green pastures: God leads me beside the still waters.
God restores my soul: God leads me in the paths of righteousness for God's
name’s sake.
Yeq, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou prepares a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anoints my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and | will dwell in the house of the Holy One forever.
(Musical Response as Above)

Time with Young Disciples Rev Kristina Hansen
Music for Reflection The Lord Is My Shepherd Howard Goodalll
Text: Psalm 23, Lindsey Puc and Isa Apodaca, soloists

Hebrew Scripture Lesson 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Sermon Found and Faithful Rev. Hansen
*Hymn Open My Eyes OPEN MY EYES

(Music may be found on page 2.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice



Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Music O Thou The Central Orb

Charles Wood

“O thou, the central orb of righteous love, pure beam
of the Most High, efernal light of this our wintry world;
thy radiance bright awakes new joy in faith: hope soars above.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays divine.

Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move, as stars about thy throne,

set in the height of God'’s ordaining counsel,

as thy sight gives measured grace fo each, thy power fo prove.

Let thy bright beams dlisperse the gloom of sin:

Our nature all shall feel eternal day in fellowship with thee,
transforming day fo souls, erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.”

Text: H.R. Bramley
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn We Walk in Love
(Music may be found on pg 10.)
Benediction

Postlude Be Thou My Vision

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

Deanna Witkowski

Arr. Joel Raney
For piano duet



Thank you fo...
Rev. Kristina Hansen
Liturgist: Kim McConnell
Chancel Choir Members

Soprano: Cecelia Allchin*, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker*,

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman
Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman
Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier*

*on temporary leave

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398
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> We give special thanks for the flowers . . . v

Given in memory of Frances McDowell from her family.

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church

Sunday, March 15 Thursday, March 19
9:45AM Sunday Forum, Hybrid 10:00AM  Personnel Mtg, Hybrid
10:00AM  Choir Warm-up Friday, March 20

10:45AM  Nursery 12:00PM  3rd Fri. Book Group, Zoom
11:00AM  Worship

11:15AM  Sunday School Sunday, March 22
12:00PM  Refreshments, Pie-Day 9:45AM  Sunday Forum, Hybrid
7:00PM  Sophia Circle, Zoom 10:00AM  Choir Warm-up

10:45AM  Nursery
11:00AM  Worship—Rev. Deb Swift
11:15AM Sunday School

Wednesday, March 18 12:00PM Refreshments, Sanctuary
4:30PM  Sunday Forum Mtg, Zoom

7:00PM  Choir Practice

Tuesday, March 17
10:30AM  Psalms+ Bible Study




Welcome Visifors!

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,
care for creation, and work for God's Justice.

Nursery Care is available for young children beginning in the library and
moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up with
their children if they would like.

Sunday School - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during
the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday
School room.

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to
the church.

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary — please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position.

T We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.”

We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

Joys and Concerns - If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

If you would like to honor someone or a special event with flowers you can

purchase a bouquet ($35) for a future worship service by contacting
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.
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Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true Word;
3 Rich - es 1 heed not, nor wvain, emp - ty praise;
4 High King of Heav - en, my vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways;
may I reach heav-en's joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
(G) (D) (Fém7) (G)  (A)
AP EP Gm7 AP B
f) | —
-‘\u
) — — o p= ot
AN3 V. — ——
e [ 4
“"-.‘_____4"
thou my  best thought, by day or by night,
thou my soul’s shel - ter, and thou my high tower;
thou and thou on - ly, first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres-ence my light.
raise thou me heaven-ward, O Power of my power.
High King of Heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to
the 10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung

despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.

TEXT: Irish poem; trans. Mary E. Byrne, 1905; vers. Eleanor Hull, 1912, alt.
MUSIC: Irish ballad; harm. David Evans, 1927
Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press

SLANE
10.10.10.10



Open My Eyes, That | May See 451
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1 O-pen my eyes, that I may see glimps-es of truth thou hast for me.
2 O-pen my ears, that I may hear voic-es of truth thou send-est clear.
3 O-pen my mouth, and let me bear glad-ly the warm truth ev-ery-where.
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Place in my hands the won-der-ful key that shall un - clasp and
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, ev - ery-thing false will
O - pen my heart, and let me pre-pare love with thy chil-dren
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set me free. Si-lent-ly now I wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
dis - ap-pear. Si-lent-ly now 1 wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
thus to share. Si-lent-ly now 1 wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
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will to see. O-pen my eyes; il - lu-mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
will to see. O-pen my ears; il - lu- mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
will to see. O-pen my heart; il - lu - mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
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The first woman to publish a collection of her own anthems, this author/composer has created in this hﬁn’m
a sung prayer for illumination. It not only asks God to help us understand Scripture but also prays for the
strength and courage to make God's love known to others.
TEXT and MUSIC: Clara H. Scott, 1895 OPEN MY EYES
8.8.9.8.8.8.5.4



Made Possible by Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis

38. We Walk in Love

Words by Deanna Witkowski and Lemuel Colon Music by Deanna Witkowski
New York, NY | 2017
Gospel 3 feel (o =104) |
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1. We walk in love u - nit - ed in pur - pose. We
2. We cry for  peace and rights for all peo - ple. We
3. W dream a world of jus - tice and kind - ness. We
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join our hands and lift up one voice. We
wel - come friends from  far and near. We
build a bridge cre - at - ing  new paths. We
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speak the truth with strength and com - pas - sion e -
fight for those whose voic - es are si - lenced, Te -
march with joy as all walk to - geth - er Em -
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sound - ing with hope, with cour - age and joy.
sist - ing in faith un - il all are free.
brac - ing each one, we bold - ly stand.
e
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Performance Suggestion: Deanna writes: "After writing the tune, Ilooked at 'Lift Every Voice and Sing'as a
- Step on beat 1, Clap beats 2 &3. starting point in creating a list of positive key words to include in the lyrics."

Editor's note: Optional piano part available at deannawitkowski.com.

Always include songwriter's name when posting recordings. Link to PDF: https://songs.justicechoir.org/WeWalk

H Copyright © 2017, Lyrics: Witkowski and Colon/Music: Deanna Witkowski (BMI)
groeiﬁ}..q’oens @ ® @ @ Licensed for free, non-commercial distribution. adiles
BY NC ND

updated 2/13/23
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Other inquiries or permissions: deannawitkowski.com :l U s." E"‘E' @‘EH Ul R u R G
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‘L-".'fn-‘ir ﬂ-’-u' waves grow angry and mean
vou can dive to the deep serene.”

T ‘ ':.J‘r'ﬂ’ﬁ Christian, .I.{”;}T‘ , | .- Mﬂr 1: I.Eﬂt 2,__ Bﬂgfﬂ & Trust '
- Mar 8: Lent 3- Recall & Reflect

 Mar 22: Lent 5- Rev. Deb Swift -

Mﬂr 29; Palm Sunday -
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Woods”

d home — the earth.

. The Choir of First Inversion with Linda Boianova, piano,
Frldﬂyf March 20 7:30PM Josh Bassette, conducting scholar, Lee Wright, conductor

.. Sund ‘March 22, ¢ .OOPM fearuringiheilountliage World Singers(3/201




The Downtown Church Staff
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician Sunday School Teacher

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations ~ Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist

Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Alan Jones, Associate Musician Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
David Mear, Business Manager Ed Verna, Maintenance

Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,

Moses Nhial, Maintenance Director of Music Ministry

Penelope Paredes, Nursery Coordinator

Parish Leaders

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session
Jacque Hancock an Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons

Session
The Rev. Kristina Jason Cloen Jim Vesper
Hansen, Moderator John DeHority Pat Tweet
Nancy Brown Sally Allison Mary Rees
Deacons
Andrea Folan Stephen Lloyd Becky Parks
Helen Ganotis Grania Marcus Carol Samuel
Jacque Hancock Sandy Morales Kelley Sheils
Elizabeth Katz Gie Oey Marilyn Terpening

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000
email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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On Easter Sunday, April 5, the Worship bulletin will

'ﬁf‘ W again include an insert which will list your loved ones,

" AN remembered or honored, when you make a donation
w '-’_5_,,’ in any amount to the One Great Hour of Sharing
wop 'y Special Offering. Payment can be made with cash,

y 4 \, —_ Check (payable to Downtown Church with OGHS in the

4\ Memo line) or via credit/debit card through the church
website on Tithly. (Please check “Other Gift” and include a
note in the memo field.). Please submit your gift and infor-

mation by Monday, March 30, 2026. (You can also make a dona-

tion to OGHS

on Easter Sunday using the special envelopes that will be in the

bulletin that day.)

To remember a loved one or honor a special person with your
gift, complete and return the form below.

Please print or type:

In memory or in honor of:

From:

Please return the completed form with your donation
by Monday, March 30, 2026
or send an email to the church office at
office@downtownpresbyterian.org.

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
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o~ . Sunday Forums—March 2026

ROWNTOWN
/ From Integrating Water Fountains to Marching on Washington, . \
A Justice Journey I
March 1 Presenter: Windsor Wade - | L

Windsor’s parents, Louis and Katie, fled the Jim Crow South in 1952. Ten years later, on a trip
South to visit family, Windsor drank from a “Whites Only” fountain. Heeding the Dalai Lama’s
admonition, “It's not enough to be compassionate, you must act,” Windsor became a teacher
and has continually worked for progressive justice, including service with two Rochester
organizations, Metro Justice and the Gandhi Institute. He also is a long-time member of
Qeterans for Peace, and a member of its national board. J

Replacing Exploitation & Scarcity with Sustainability
Caring for Creation

Community Gardens and Farms: Creating Sustainable Prosperity
March 8 Presenter: Erin Turpin

From building community gardens at St. John’s and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church to introducing
RIT students to Foodlink’'s Community Farm, recent college graduate Erin Turpin has been
putting into practice her major in Sustainability and Sociology. Erin believes in nature-based
learning and helping organizations understand and advance environmental justice.

Climate Action Plan: Making Monroe County Sustainable

March 15 Presenter: Madison Quinn

Protecting the environment is key to maintaining quality of life and preserving natural resources
for the future. Learn about projects currently underway and next steps in improving our county’s
sustainability, adapting to climate change, energy conservation, and social equity. These include
eight LEED Certified facilities, a 400+ vehicle green fleet, the Waste to Watts Program, solar
initiatives, and Ecopark. County residents help shape priorities and provide feedback

Achieving Sustainability: Can We Reduce Food Waste?
March 22 Presenter: Callie Babbitt N

Immense natural resources are used in agriculture and food processing in this country,
but over one-third of that food ultimately goes uneaten and ends up in landfills This waste
leads to added climate impacts and higher costs to consumers and businesses. Callie
will discuss the challenges of food waste and what we as individuals can do to minimize i
waste and better manage excess food to improve sustainability outcomes.

Sundays, 9:45AM—The Shaw Room




