
WWee LLiivvee IInnttoo JJeessuuss’’ IInncclluussiivvee CCaallll
ttoo LLoovvee EEvveerryy PPeerrssoonn,,

CCaarree ffoorr CCrreeaattiioonn,,
aanndd WWoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee..
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Celebration of Worship
April 26th, 2026 11:00 AM

Fourth Sunday of Easter & Earth Day

Click Here to Worship Online

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 

(and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share. 
Prayer Requests will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn

to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude Meditation on “Listen for God” Jo Beesley 

Words of Welcome Rev. Kristina Hansen

Announcements Pat Tweet

Chime
Introit Stand in that River Moira Smiley

“I went to my river but my river was dry. The dust rose up to a darkened sky.
Tell me, where is hope? Where do the waters run clear?

I do not know my way from here. 
RReeff..:: CCoommee aanndd ssttaanndd iinn tthhaatt rriivveerr,, ccuurrrreenntt ggeennttllee aanndd ssllooww!!
SSeenndd yyoouurr ttrroouubblleess ddoowwnn wwaatteerr,, ddoowwnn oonn tthhaatt wwaatteerr ffllooww..
When you stand in that river, angels sing in your head.

Secrets beyond every worry, dreams beyond every dread! 
Tell me sister, brother, where does that river flow?

It flows down to the great water, where soon my people will go. RReeff..”

*Call to Worship (Prayers to Share 100 & VW110, mod.) 
One: God brings us together as a shepherd gathers the flock.
MMaannyy:: GGoodd’’ss ccaarree ffoorr uuss iiss wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteedd..
One: As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep…
MMaannyy::……ssoo GGoodd sseeeekkss aanndd ssaavveess tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree lloosstt..
One:Therefore, let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received!
MMaannyy:: WWee rreecceeiivvee,, wweellccoommee,, aanndd rreejjooiiccee oovveerr oonnee aannootthheerr iinn tthhee nnaammee
ooff JJeessuuss tthhee CChhrriisstt!! TToo GGoodd bbee tthhee gglloorryy!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!!

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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Prayer of Invocation (KDH)
GGrraacciioouuss aanndd LLoovviinngg SShheepphheerrdd,,

YYoouu ggaatthheerr uuss oouutt ooff tthhee ttuummuulltt ooff oouurr lliivveess ttoo rreesstt iinn yyoouu..
YYoouu ggaatthheerr uuss oouutt ooff tthhee iinneerrttiiaa ooff oouurr lliivveess ttoo sseerrvvee aass CChhrriisstt sseerrvveedd..
YYoouu sshheepphheerrdd uuss ttoo eebbbb aanndd ffllooww..

HHeellpp uuss tthhiiss ddaayy ttoo kknnooww yyoouurr wwiillll ffoorr uuss aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee,, oonn tthhiiss ddaayy,,
iinn tthhiiss wweeeekk,, iinn tthhiiss sseeaassoonn..

LLeett uuss hheeaarr yyoouurr vvooiiccee tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt wwaallkk iinn yyoouurr wwaayyss ooff lloovvee,, rreesstt iinn yyoouurr lloovvee,,
aanndd sshhaarree yyoouurr lloovvee tthhrroouugghh aaccttss ooff ccoommppaassssiioonn aanndd jjuussttiiccee iinn yyoouurr nnaammee..

HHeeaarr oouurr eeaarrnneesstt pprraayyeerr aass wwee pprraayy tthhee pprraayyeerr JJeessuuss’’ ttaauugghhtt uuss ttoo pprraayy ttooggeetthheerr……
†† LLoovviinngg GGoodd,, iinn wwhhoomm iiss hheeaavveenn:: TThhee hhaalllloowwiinngg ooff yyoouurr nnaammee eecchhoo
tthhrroouugghh tthhee uunniivveerrssee!! TThhee wwaayy ooff yyoouurr jjuussttiiccee bbee ffoolllloowweedd bbyy tthhee ppeeoopplleess
ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd!! YYoouurr hheeaavveennllyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee bbyy aallll ccrreeaatteedd bbeeiinnggss!!
YYoouurr ccoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh ooff ppeeaaccee aanndd ffrreeeeddoomm,, ssuussttaaiinn oouurr hhooppee aanndd ccoommee
oonn eeaarrtthh.. WWiitthh tthhee bbrreeaadd wwee nneeeedd ffoorr ttooddaayy,, ffeeeedd uuss.. IInn tthhee hhuurrttss wwee
aabbssoorrbb ffrroomm oonnee aannootthheerr,, ffoorrggiivvee uuss.. IInn ttiimmeess ooff tteemmppttaattiioonn aanndd tteesstt,, ssttrreennggtthheenn uuss..
FFrroomm ttrriiaallss ttoooo ggrreeaatt ttoo eenndduurree,, ssppaarree uuss.. FFrroomm tthhee ggrriipp ooff aallll tthhaatt iiss eevviill,, ffrreeee uuss..
FFoorr yyoouu rreeiiggnn iinn tthhee gglloorryy ooff tthhee ppoowweerr tthhaatt iiss lloovvee,, NNooww aanndd ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth DIX

(Verses 1-4, Music may be found on page 8.)

Time with Young Disciples Robin Sheikh

Prayer for Transformation and New Life (https://www.umcdiscipleship.org, mod.) 
LLoovviinngg SShheepphheerrdd,, yyoouu kknnooww oouurr nnaammeess;; yyoouu ccaarree ffoorr uuss..
WWhheenn wwee ffaaccee ddaarrkknneessss aanndd ddeeaatthh,, jjoouurrnneeyy bbeessiiddee uuss..
WWhheenn wwee hhuunnggeerr ffoorr yyoouurr lloovvee,, ffiillll uuss wwiitthh yyoouurr pprreesseennccee..
WWhheenn wwee aarree ffeeaarrffuull,, ffeeeedd uuss aatt yyoouurr ttaabbllee..
WWhheenn ssttrraayy ffrroomm yyoouurr ggrraaccee oorr ffrroomm yyoouurr pprreesseennccee ccaallll uuss bbaacckk ttoo yyoouu
tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt ddwweellll iinn tthhee hhoouussee ooff ggooooddnneessss aanndd mmeerrccyy aallll tthhee ddaayyss ooff
oouurr lliivveess..

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)
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One:  God calls each of us by name, bidding us to stay in God’s presence.
MMaannyy:: WWee aarree ccoovveerreedd bbyy GGoodd’’ss ggrraaccee aanndd mmeerrccyy!!

WWee aarree lloovveedd uunnccoonnddiittiioonnaallllyy!! AAlllleelluuiiaa!! AAmmeenn..

First Reading Acts 2:42-47 

Music for Reflection Earth Song Frank Ticheli
“Sing, be, live, see

This dark stormy hourThe wind, it stirs
The scorched Earth cries out in vain

Oh war and power, you blind and blur
The torn heart cries out in pain

But music and singing have been my refuge
And music and singing shall be my light

A light of song, shining strong
Hallelujah, hallelujah

Through darkness and pain and strife
I'll sing, I'll be, live, see. . .

Peace.”

Gospel Lesson John 10:1-10

Sermon In Search of Abundant Life Rev. Hansen

*Hymn Listen for God Andrew Brown
(Music may be found on page 9.) and Jo Beesley

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering   
Offertory Music The Bluebird Charles Villers Stanford 

“The lake lay blue below the hill,
O'er it, as I looked, there flew

Across the waters, cold and still,
A bird whose wings were palest blue.
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The sky above was blue at last,
The sky beneath me blue in blue,

A moment, ere the bird had passed,
It caught his image as he flew.”

Text: Mary E. Coleridge
Isa Apodaca, soloist

*Doxology   
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication (Rev. Karen Eiler)
OO GGoodd,, wwee rreeccooggnniizzee tthhaatt eevveerryytthhiinngg wwee hhaavvee,, aanndd eevveerryytthhiinngg wwee aarree,,
aallll ccoommeess ffrroomm yyoouu.. BBlleessss tthhee ggiiffttss wwee rreettuurrnn ttoo yyoouu.. UUssee tthheemm,, aanndd uussee uuss,,
ttoo bbuuiilldd aanndd eessttaabblliisshh yyoouurr rreeiiggnn oonn eeaarrtthh uunnttiill CChhrriisstt ccoommeess iinn gglloorryy.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN

(Music may be found on page 10.)

Benediction 

Postlude Easy on the Earth Luke Wallace
Please join in singing the refrain. Arr. Shawn Kirchner

““RReeff.. EEaassyy oonn tthhee eeaarrtthh,, lliigghhttllyy oonn tthhee wwaatteerr,,
rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhiiss ppllaaccee iiss ffoorr aallll cchhiillddrreenn oonnwwaarrdd..

EEaassyy oonn tthhee eeaarrtthh,, lliigghhttllyy oonn tthhee wwaatteerr,,
rreemmeemmbbeerr wwhhoo tthhiiss ppllaaccee iiss ffoorr..

Yeah, get your kids to a garden, with the garden they’ll grow 
and they’ll learn to go easy, They’ll learn to live slow. 

Get your kids to a river, with the river they’ll flow 
it’ll teach ‘em how to paddle, it’ll teach ‘em how to row, 

it’ll take them where they need to go. 
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Let them see their reflection wherever they go, 
in the rainwater, floodwater, sleet, hail, snow.” 

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo......
Rev. Kristina Hansen
Liturgist: Pat Tweet

Chancel Choir Members
Soprano: Cecelia Allchin*, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker*, 

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   
Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman

Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling
Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 

Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier*
*on temporary leave 

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison
All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398
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SSuunnddaayy,, AApprriill 2266
9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship
11:15AM Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments, Sanctuary

4:00PM Arts Link: 
Eastman Organ Concert

TTuueessddaayy,, AApprriill 2288
10:30AM   Psalms+ Bible Study

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AApprriill 2299
7:00PM   Choir Practice

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AApprriill 3300
7:00PM   Session Mtg, Hybrid

SSuunnddaayy,, MMaayy 33
9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   Worship — Choir 

Appreciation
11:15AM Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments, Sanctuary

4:00PM Arts Link: John Williams 
Piano Concert  

WWee ggiivvee ssppeecciiaall tthhaannkkss ffoorr tthhee fflloowweerrss .. .. ..
Given by Robin Sheikh in grateful appreciation for DUPC and three years of 

serving as Sunday School teacher. She steps away with a full and 
thankful heart for this chapter.

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh
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WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!

WWee lliivvee iinnttoo JJeessuuss’’ iinncclluussiivvee ccaallll ttoo lloovvee aallll ppeeooppllee,,
ccaarree ffoorr ccrreeaattiioonn,, aanndd wwoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee..

NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children beginning in the library and 
moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up with 
their children if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 
the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday 
School room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid  
to the “T” (telephone) position. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected 
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

IIff yyoouu wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo hhoonnoorr ssoommeeoonnee oorr aa ssppeecciiaall eevveenntt wwiitthh fflloowweerrss you can 
purchase a bouquet ($35)  for a future worship service by contacting 
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.   
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Kristina 

Hansen, Moderator
Nancy Brown 

Jason Cloen
John DeHority 
Sally Allison 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz

Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales
Gie Oey

Becky Parks
Carol Samuel
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper
Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, Nursery Coordinator

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator &            
Sunday School Teacher  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Jacque Hancock an Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons 






