
  

 

 

We Live Into Jesus’ Inclusive Call 

to Love Every Person,  

Care for Creation, 

and Work for God’s Justice.   
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  Celebration of Worship 

  May 3rd, 2026 11:00 AM 

  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

     

  Click Here to Watch 
 

   If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  

 please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  

 (and pronunciation) or event, and additional information you'd like to share.  

 Prayer Requests will be collected during the hymn following the sermon  

 to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

  

  

Choral Prelude  The Power of Many Emily Drum 

 A song celebrating the power of community 

 You are invited to join in singing the final refrain: 

 “So carry this song on your shoulder 

 Let it live longer and louder 

 Our voices move mountains together 

 The power of many, many, many, many. . .” 

    

Words of Welcome  Rev. Kristina Hansen 
 

Announcements  Jason Cloen 

 

Chime       

*Introit  When I Rise Up J. David Moore 

  “When I rise up let me rise up joyful like a bird 

  When I fall, let me fall without regret like a leaf” 

  -Wendell Berry 

 

*Call to Worship (Chalice Worship 82, mod)    

 One: This is the place and this is the time;  

          here and now God waits to break into our experience: 

 Many: to change our minds, to change our lives, to change our ways; 

 One: to make us see the world and the whole of life in a new light; 

 Many: to fill us with hope, joy, and certainty for the future. 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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 One: This is the place, as are all places; this is the time, as are all times! 

 Many: Here and now, let us praise God! 

 

Prayer of Invocation (Chalice Worship, 171,172, mod)  

Loving God, we gather in Jesus' name who proclaimed us your children.   

Open our eyes now to Christ's living presence as we attend to your word  

in holy scriptures and listen for the voice of Holy Spirit speaking to us.   

Through prayer and praise, through bread and cup, let us know that you  

are in our midst and commune with us on this day and always.   

We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to prayer together… 

    † Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo  

     through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples  

     of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

      Your commonwealth of peace and freedom, sustain our hope and come  

      on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb  

     from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

      From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

     For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, Now and forever. Amen.  

  

*Hymn        When the Morning Stars Together WEISSE FLAGGEN 

  (Verses 1, 2 and 4—Music may be found on page 8.) 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life (Chalice Worship, 171,172, mod)  

 Merciful God, our refuge in times of trouble, and the rock of our salvation - 

    - forgive us our transgressions: 

    Those we commit knowingly,  

    and those we do without perception of how we have hurt others. 

 Open our hearts and our minds to hear your way, your truth and your life 

    to understand our failures, and to reach a new level of wisdom 

 that in all we do and say, we may bring glory to your name 

    and love and compassion to our neighbor. 

 In Christ's name we pray. 

  (A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.) 
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 One: Speaking the truth to God and to ourselves in love, we begin anew.   

 Many: With lives open to transformation, we pray our earnest prayer. Amen. 

 

Scripture Song of the Day  Psalm 31:1-5  

 All singing:  

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 
 

       In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; 

              do not let me ever be put to shame; 

              in your righteousness deliver me. 

              Incline your ear to me; 

              rescue me speedily. 

              Be a rock of refuge for me, 

              a strong fortress to save me. 

              You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

              for your name’s sake lead me and guide me; 

              take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

              for you are my refuge. 

              Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

              you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 

 All singing:  

Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come 

Be thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home. 

 

Time with Young Disciples                 Rev. Hansen 
 

Music and Choir Recognition  Lee Wright 

  

Music for Reflection I Will Not Leave You Comfortless Everett Titcomb 

  “I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you yet again: Alleluia. 

  And your heart shall be joyful. Alleluia.” 

   

Gospel Lesson  John 14:1-14 
 

Sermon A Promise & An Invitation Rev. Hansen 

   

*Hymn     Come My Way, My Truth, My Life THE CALL 

  (Music may be found on page 12.) 
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Joys and Concerns 

Prayers for Healing and Justice 

 

Invitation to the Offering    
 

Offertory Music      Sweet Hallelujah Mark A. Miller 

 A joyful song of praise with quotes from the doxology 

  

*Doxology      

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Let songs rise up from earth below; 

Let stars and galaxies enthrone; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

  

*Hymn       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL 

  (Verses 1 and 2—Music may be found on page 10.) 

 

Service of Communion  (Thom M. Shuman, mod.) 

   The Invitation 

   The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 One: May the God of every Way be with you.  

 Many: And also with you. 

 One: Lift your hearts to the One who is the Truth for God's own people.  

 Many: We offer them to the One who warms them with love.  

 One: Sing praises to God, who is our Life. 

 Many: Glad songs are offered to the One who provides shelter for us. 

  Many: God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

    The Story 

 …. 

 And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 

 your name and join their unending hymn: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest.   
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The Story Continues 

 ….. 

 Even as we celebrate the Life which was his, 

 as we claim the Truth that all are one with you, 

 we take refuge in that mystery called faith: 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Blessing of the Elements 

 …. 

 And when the Way leads us home to you, 

 when your Life gathers us with our siblings 

 around the Table which is prepared by your Truth, 

 we will sing glad songs of praise to you forever, 

 God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

Sharing the Bread and Cup  

 

Music at Communion  Meditation on Hyfrydol       

 

Prayer after Communion 

 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have 

 given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of 

 your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

 Amen. 

 

*Hymn       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   HYFRYDOL

  (Verses 3 and 4—Music may be found on page 10.) 

Benediction  
 

 

Choral Postlude Walk Together, Children American Negro Spiritual

      Arr. Moses Hogan

         

Passing of the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be always with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another. 
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Sunday, May 3 

  9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid  

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship—Choir  

  Appreciation 

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM   Refreshments, Sanctuary 

 4:00PM    Arts Link—John Williams 

  Piano Concert 

 

 

Tuesday, May 5 

10:30AM  Psalms+ Bible Study 

 5:30PM    Justice Team Mtg, Zoom 

Thursday, May 7 

11:00AM  Worship Team Mtg, Zoom 

Sunday, May 10 

  9:45AM   Sunday Forum, Hybrid  

10:00AM   Musicians Warm-up 

10:45AM   Nursery 

11:00AM   Worship  

11:15AM   Sunday School 

12:00PM   Refreshments, Sanctuary 

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 

Thank you to... 

  Rev. Kristina Hansen  

  Liturgist:  Jason Cloen 
   

  Chancel Choir Members 

  Soprano: Cecelia Allchin*, Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker*,  

  Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman    

  Alto: Alyssa Koh, Leah Rosenman 

  Tenor: Olivia Anderson, Jason Cloen, Mark Darling 

  Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  

  Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd, Sumner Tessier* 

  *on temporary leave  

 Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, Dacid McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 

 

  All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  

  under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 
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  Welcome Visitors! 

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,  

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.  

Nursery Care is available for young children beginning in the library and 

moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up with 

their children if they would like. 

Sunday School - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 

the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday 

School room.  

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 

are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can  

use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to  

the church.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid 

 to the “T” (telephone) position.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-

ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 

and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

  We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    

  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns – If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 

in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 

worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other 

information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected 

during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons. 

  If you would like to honor someone or a special event with flowers you can 

purchase a bouquet ($35)  for a future worship service by contacting  

  Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.    
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The Downtown Church Staff 

Session 

The Rev. Kristina  

   Hansen, Moderator 

Nancy Brown  

Jason Cloen 

John DeHority  

Sally Allison  

Jim Vesper  

Pat Tweet 

Mary Rees 

Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Andrea Folan 

Helen Ganotis 

Jacque Hancock 

Elizabeth Katz 

Stephen Lloyd 

Grania Marcus 

Sandy Morales 

Gie Oey 

Becky Parks 

Carol Samuel 

Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  

Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor 

Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

David Mear, Business Manager 

Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

Penelope Paredes, Sunday School 

Teacher 

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator  

Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist 

Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 

Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Mesha Thomas, Nursery Coordinator 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Jacque Hancock an Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons  


