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Work for 8
rod’s Justice.

Power consists
in deciding
which story

shall be told.

. Carolyn Heilbrun,
iy, 20th Century



Celebration of Worship
May 10th, 2026 11:00 AM
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Click Here to Watch

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have liffed in prayer today,
please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person
or event, and additional information you’d like fo share. Prayer Requests
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon
to share with the pastor andy/or Deacons.

Prelude Meditation on O Waly. Waly

Words of Welcome Rev. Kristina Hansen
Announcements Mary Rees
Chime

*Introit There is More Love Somewhere  African American Hymn

There is more love somewhere.
There is more love somewhere.
I’'m gonna keep on il ! find it
There is more love somewhere.
(Sing two more times, using the words hope and joy.)

*Call to Worship
One: This is the place and this is the fime;
here and now God waits to break into our story:
Many: to change our minds, to change our lives, fo change our ways;
One: to make us see the world and the whole of life in a new light;
Many: to fill us with hope, joy, and certainty for the future.
One: This is the place — as are all places; This is the time — as are all times!
Many: Here and now, let us praise God together!
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https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/

Prayer of Invocation (x
God of love, take hold of us in this act of worship and do not let us go
Until we have been blessed with a vision of love,
infinitely generous, gentle and forgiving;
simple, wholesome, mysterious, profound;
in which all are accepted and no one rejects — love that never ends.
Living God, Love itself, live in our hearts now and forever.
Hear our earnest prayer as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us
to pray together...
T Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo
through the universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples
of the world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom, sustain our hope and come
on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts
we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of femptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great fo endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, Now and forever.
Amen.

*Hymn Joyful, Joytul, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY
(Music may be found on page 7.)

Prayer for Transformation and New Life (x)
Most loving and gracious God, forgive us our sins:
those we commit knowingly, and those we do without perception of how
we have hurt others. Open our hearts to hear your truths, fo understand
our failures, and to reach a new level of wisdom so that in all that we do
and say we may bring glory to your name and love and compassion to
our neighbors.

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)

3



One: God calls each of us by name, bidding us to stay in God’s presence.

Many: We are covered by God's grace and mercy!
We are loved unconditionally! Allelvia! Amen.

First Reading Psalm 116 (The Message)

Time with Young Disciples

Music for Reflection You Raise Me Up

New Testament Reading Acts 17:16-31

Sermon The Story of the Repurposed Statue
*Hymn | Love to Tell the Story

(Music may be found on page 8.)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Music Beams of Heaven

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (Rev. Karen Eiler)

Rev. Hansen

Rolf Lavland

Rev. Hansen

HANKEY

Charles Tindley

O God, we recognize that everything we have, and everything we are, dll

comes from you. Bless the gifts we return fo you.

Use them, and use us, to build and establish your reign on earth until Christ

comes in glory. Amen.



*Hymn Though | May Speak O WALY, WALY
(Music may be found on page 10.)

Benediction

Postlude The Cuckoo Louis Claude D’Aquin
Arr. E. Power Biggs

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.

Thank you fo...
Rev. Kristina Hansen

Liturgist: Mary Rees
Musicians: Jason Cloen, Alan Jones, Alyssa Koh

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission

under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398
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> 4 We give special thanks for the flowers . . . <
4 Given in loving memory of our mothers, Carol Cross and
Elizabeth Hancock, and in honor of mothers everywhere

by Joe and Jacque Hancock.
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Welcome Visifors!

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,
care for creation, and work for God's Justice.

Nursery Care is available for young children beginning in the library and
moving to C-23 on the second floor. Parents are welcome to come up with
their children if they would like.

Sunday School - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during
the “Time with Our Youth” and then will follow their teacher to the Sunday
School room.

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to
the church.

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary — please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position.

T We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.”

We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

Joys and Concerns - If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift

in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

If you would like to honor someone or a special event with flowers you can
purchase a bouquet ($35) for a future worship service by contacting
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.




ADORATION

611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful, we a - dorethee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee; earth and heaven re-flect thy rays;

3 Mor-tals, join the hap-py cho-rus which the morn-ing stars be - gan.
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Hearts un-fold like flowers be - fore thee, o-pening to the sun a - bove.

stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un-bro - ken praise.
Love di-vine is reign-ing o‘er wus, join-ing all in heav-en’s plan.
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way.
Field and for-est, vale and moun-tain, flower-y mead-ow, flash - ing sea,
Ev - er sing-ing, marchwe on-ward, vic - tors in the midst of strife.
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.
Joy - ful mu-sic leads us sun-ward in the tri-umph song of life.
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This well-known melody was created to provide a choral setting for J. C. F. von Schiller’s poem, “An die
Freude” (To Joy), as the final movement of the composer’s Ninth Symphony. The author, a prominent
Presbyterian pastor and author, wrote the words with this tune in mind.
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TEXT: Henry van Dyke, 1907, alt. HYMN TO JOY
MUSIC: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1842, alt. 8.7.8.7.D



THE WORD
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| Love to Tell the Story
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un-seen things a - bove,
21 love to tell the sto - ry; 'tis pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - ry for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I tell it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to  hear it, like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto -ry, be-cause I know ‘tis true;
I love to tell the sto-ry, for some have nev-er  heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is-fies my long-ings as noth-ing else could do.

the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God’s own ho - ly Word.

‘twill be the old, old sto -ry that I have loved so long.
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I love to tell the sto-ry; ’‘twill be my theme in glo-ry
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to tell the old, old sto - ry of Je-sus and his love.
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This text is drawn from the second part of a fifty-stanza poem on the life of Christ written in 1866, during the
author’s recovery from a serious illness. The tune named for her first appeared three years later, and the

composer was responsible for the creation of the refrain.

TEXT: Katherine Hankey, 1866; ref. William G. Fischer, 1869
MUSIC: William G. Fischer, 1869

HANKEY
7.6.7.6.D with refrain

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church

Sunday, May 10

9:45AM
10:00AM
10:45AM

11:00AM  Worship
11:15AM  Sunday School
12:00PM  Refreshments, Sanctuary

Tuesday, May 12
10:30AM Psalms+ Bible Study
6:30PM  Deacons Mtg, Zoom

Wednesday, May 13
3:00PM  DEIB Mtg, Zoom

Sunday Forum, Hybrid
Musicians Warm-up
Nursery

Thursday, May 14
5:00PM Finance Team Mtg, Zoom
/7:30PM Property Team Mtg, Zoom

Friday, May 15
12:00PM  3rd Friday Book Group,

Zoom

Sunday, May 17

9:45AM
10:00AM
10:45AM

11:00AM
11:15AM
12:00PM

Sunday Forum, Hybrid
Musicians Warm-up
Nursery

Worship
Sunday School
Refreshments, Sanctuary




Though | May Speak

DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP
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The Gift of Love
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1 Though I may  speak with brav - est fire,
2 Though I may give all I pos - sess,
3 Come, Spir - it, come, our hearts con - trol;
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and have the  gift to all in - spire,
and striv - ing S0 my love pro - fess,
our spir - its long to be made whole.
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and have not love, my words are  vain,
but not be given by love with - in,
Let in-ward Ilove guide ev - ery deed;
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as sound-ing  brass, and hope - less  gain.
the prof - it soon turns strange-ly thin.
by this we wor - ship, and are freed.

As paraphrases of 1 Corinthians 13:1, 3 the first two stanzas here are in the first person singular, yet they lead
into a plural prayer for the gift of such love, for it thrives in community. These words are especially poignant
with this adaptation of an English folk melody.

TEXT: Hal H. Hopson, 1972

MUSIC: English folk melody; adapt. Hal H. Hopson, 1972
Text and Music © 1972 Hope Publishing Company

GIFT OF LOVE
LM
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Sunday Forums

May 2026

May 10

Heschel’s “No Religibn is an Island” From Liberation Theology
Is Still Important 60 Years Later  to the “Nones” Are Alright:

Presenter: Dr. David Lee Is Christianity Too Political

Abraham Heschel, Jewish philosopher/ or Not Political Enough?
rabbi/mystic/social activisi, believed Presenter: Father Curt Cadorette
strongly that religions could and should
coexist. His idea of “depth theology”
meant that all religions begin with an
awareness of human inadequacy while
seeking to explain and rise above it. His
lecture at Union Theological Seminary in
1965 primarily addressed Jewish-
Christian relations, and his comments
are even more pertinent now In a world
that is “post-modern” and “neo-liberal.”
What is God telling us in 20267

Father Cadorette began his career as a
Maryknoll priest, serving for two decades
in Peru. There he made friends with
Gustavo Gutierrez, one of the founders
of Liberation Theology. This doctrine
states that Christ’'s message originated
in concern for the well-being of the poor
and powerless. Dr. Cadorette has written
three books and several dozen articles
on Gutierrez, Liberation Theology and the
social justice traditions of Catholicism.

May 17
Theology or Practice? The Art of Being Progressive

Presenter: Pastor Kristina Hansen

What is progressive theology? Is it something you "just have?" Is it something that
develops over time? Join PK as she shares with us her personal journey and
insights into what progressive theology looks like in theory and practice.

Sundays, 9:45AM—The Shaw Room




The Downtown Church Staff

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist Penelope Paredes, Sunday School

Jason Cloen, Associate Musicia

n Teacher

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations ~ Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator

Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pa
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager
Baker Mohammed, Bookkeeper
Moses Nhial, Maintenance
Axel Ortiz, Maintenance

stor Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Mesha Thomas, Nursery Coordinator
Ed Verna, Maintenance

Lee S. Wright, DM.A,,
Director of Music Ministry

Parish Leaders

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Jacque Hancock an Ca

rol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons

Session
The Rev. Kristina Jason Cloen Jim Vesper
Hansen, Moderator John DeHority Pat Tweet
Nancy Brown Sally Allison Mary Rees
Deacons
Andrea Folan Stephen Lloyd Becky Parks
Helen Ganotis Grania Marcus Carol Samuel
Jacque Hancock Sandy Morales Kelley Sheils
Elizabeth Katz Gie Oey Marilyn Terpening

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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