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Welcome Visifors!

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,
care for creation, and work for God's Justice.

Nursery Care is available for young children 6 years and under either in
the church library or C-23 on the second floor. Check with an usher.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children if they would like.

Sunday School - Is on summer recess and will return in the fall. Children
not in nursery care will be invited forward during the “Time with Young
Disciples” and then will remain in the service.

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to
the church.

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary — please switch your hearing aid
to the “T” (telephone) position.

T We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship. Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.”

We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.

Joys and Concerns - If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

If you would like to honor someone or a special event with flowers you can
purchase a bouquet ($35) for a future worship service by contacting
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.
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Peaches have been chosen to represent Gentleness on the bulletin
l_ . cover today because of their soft, often velvet-like skin and tender

texture. In literature, peaches are often celebrated as symbols of

9 gentle love and youthful innocence. y

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church

Sunday, August 23 Thursday, August 27
9:00AM  Musicians’ Warm-up 6:00PM  Session Meeting, Hybrid
9:45AM  Nursery Friday, August 28

10:00AM  Worship 3:00PM  Space Use Mtg., Zoom

11:00PM  Refreshments, Sanctuary Sunday, August 30
5:00PM  Psalms+/Sophia Circle 9'00:6\'/\/\ Musicians’ S
Picnic 9:45AM  Nursery

10:00AM  Worship
11:00PM  Refreshments, Sanctuary




Celebration of Worship
August 23rd, 2026 10:00 AM
13th Sunday after Pentecost
Click Here to Worship Online

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have liffed in prayer today,
please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person
or event, and additional information you’d like fo share. Prayer Requests
will be collected during the hymn following the sermon
to share with the pastor andy/or Deacons.

Prelude Gentleness Stephen DeCesare
Words of Welcome Reverend Kristina Hansen
Announcements Jason Cloen
Chime

Introit Philippians 4:5 Whispers of My Father

Let your gentleness be evident to all, the Lord is near
Let your gentleness be evident fo all.

Let your gentleness be evident to all, the Lord is near
Let your gentleness be evident to all.

*Call to Worship (Chalice Worship 89 mod.)
One: In worship of God, let us
quicken our conscience by God's holiness;
nourish our minds by God’s truth;
purify our imaginations by God's beauty; and
open our hearts to God's gentleness and love.
Many: Let us surrender our wills to God'’s purpose,
and gather ourselves selflessly before God in adoration!
One: Lord, open our lips,
Many: and our mouths shall proclaim your praise!
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https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/

*Hymn | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say KINGSFOLD
(Music may be found on page 10.)

*Prayer of Invocation (Chalice Worshjp 164 mod.)
God of love, take hold of us in this act of worship,
and do not let us go
until we have been blessed by a vision of love:
infinitely generous, gentle and forgiving;
simple, wholesome, mysterious, profound;
in which all are accepted and no one rejected;
love that never ends.
Gentle God, Love itself,
live in our hearts now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for Transformation and New Life (kDH)
Source of Holiness, Source of Gentleness
We are regularly subjected to harshness and rudeness in our
public dialogue.
We witness cruelty and violence in our society and in our world.
Help us not to succumb to these attitudes and behaviors.
Forgive us when we have fallen into their trap.
When we are tempted to succumb, remind us of the strength of gentleness -
lts healing powers and ability to build bridges
its necessity to build the peace and unity that we desire.
In all that we are and do, may we emulate your gentleness
to light the path for others to find your expansive mercy and grace.
We pray in Jesus name.

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)

One: Holy One, You call each of us beloved. Each of us cherished.
Each of us desired. Each of us sacred.
Many: For this, we give you thanks now and forever! Amen.



Time with Young Disciples Pastor Kristina

First Reading fresponsively) Psalm 23
A song celebrating God'’s gentleness
One: O my Beloved, you are my shepherd,
Many: | shall not want;
One: You bring me to green pastures for rest
Many: and lead me beside still waters
One: renewing my spirit,
Many: You restore my soul,
One: You lead me in the path of goodness
Many: to follow Love’s way.
One: Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow and of death,
Many: | am not afraid; for You are ever with me;
One: Your rod and your staff they guide me,
Many: they give me strength and comfort.
One: You prepare a table before me in the presence of all my fears;
Many: You bless me with oil, my cup overflows.
One: Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life;

Many: and | shall dwell in the heart of the Beloved

Forever.
Music for Reflection Gentle Like Jesus Sczebel/Twining
Gospel Reading Matthew 11:28-30
Sermon What is Gentleness? Pastor Kristina
*Hymn Spirit of Gentleness SPIRIT

(Music may be found on page 8.)
Joys and Concerns

The Prayer of Jesus
T Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
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Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, sirengthen us.
From frials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Music Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone Chris Tomlin

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Let songs rise up from earth below;
Let stars and galaxies enthrone;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Holy One, as we present our offerings today, we are reminded
of your great love for us. May these gifts be used to spread
your love to others, bringing hope and healing to a world in need.
Thank you for your love that never fails us. Amen.

*Hymn | Need Thee Every Hour NEED
(Music may be found on page 11.)

Benediction

Benediction Response A Heart of Gentleness Praise Porch

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another.
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GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

291  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
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As the author/composer reminds us in the refrain, the Spirit is both gentle and restless. The stanzas reinforce
a sense of the Spirit’s activity through a wide range of verbs, initially in the past tense; but they become more
urgent in the present tense of the fourth stanza.

TEXT: James K. Manley, 1975, alt. SPIRIT
MUSIC: James K. Manley, 1976 Irregular
Text and Music © 1978 James K. Manley




GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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Thank you to...

Pastor: The Rev. Kristina Hansen,
Liturgist: Jason Cloen

Musicians: Jessica Ann Best and Alan Jones

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texis in this bulletin are reprinted with permission

under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

182 1 Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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found in him a rest - ing place,and he has made me glad.
thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived,and now I live in him.

in that light of  life Tll walk till trav-eling days are done.
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Each stanza here pairs an invitation from Jesus with a response from the narrator. These three invitations
recall how Jesus welcomed those who were heavy laden (Matthew 11:28), offered living water (John 4:10-14),

and identified himself as the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5).

TEXT: Horatius Bonar, 1846, alt.
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
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Encouraged by her pastor in Brooklyn, MNew York, the author of this test wrote over four hundred hymn texts.
Thas is the only cne to receive wide use, but it has been translated into many language=. Her pastor composed
thas tune and, with her consent, added the text of the refrain.

TEXT: Annie 5. Hawks, 1672: ref., Robert Lowry, 1872
MLISIC: Rodert Lowery, 1872

NEED
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The Downtown Church Staff

Jackie Beltran, Accounting Specialist Penelope Paredes,

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist Sunday School Teacher

Shawn Bradshaw, Maintenance Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician Ebony Smalls, Evening Receptionist

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations ~ Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead

Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor Joseph Tay|or, Maintenance Supervisor
Alan Jones, Associate Musician Me’sha Thomas, Nursery Coordinator
David Mear, Business Manager Ed Verna, Maintenance
Moses Nhial, Maintenance Lee S. Wright, DM.A,,

Director of Music Ministry

Parish Leaders
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session
Jacque Hancock and Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons

Session
The Rev. Kristina Jason Cloen Jim Vesper
Hansen, Moderator John DeHority Pat Tweet
Nancy Brown Sally Allison Mary Rees
Deacons
Andrea Folan Stephen Lloyd Becky Parks
Helen Ganotis Grania Marcus Carol Samuel
Jacque Hancock Sandy Morales Kelley Sheils
Elizabeth Katz Gie Oey Marilyn Terpening

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000
email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org
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