
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1133tthh

WWee LLiivvee IInnttoo JJeessuuss’’ IInncclluussiivvee CCaallll
ttoo LLoovvee EEvveerryy PPeerrssoonn,, CCaarree ffoorr CCrreeaattiioonn,,

aanndd WWoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee..
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WWeellccoommee VViissiittoorrss!!
WWee lliivvee iinnttoo JJeessuuss’’ iinncclluussiivvee ccaallll ttoo lloovvee aallll ppeeooppllee,,

ccaarree ffoorr ccrreeaattiioonn,, aanndd wwoorrkk ffoorr GGoodd’’ss JJuussttiiccee..

NNuurrsseerryy CCaarree is available for young children 6 years and under either in 
the church library or C-23 on the second floor. Check with an usher.      Par-
ents are welcome to stay with their children if they would like.
SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 
the “Time with Young Disciples” and then will follow their teacher to the Sun-
day School room. 
YYoouu mmaayy ppllaaccee yyoouurr ooffffeerriinngg in the offering plates as they
are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can 
use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to 
the church. 
TThhiiss iiss aa HHeeaarriinngg LLoooopp eeqquuiippppeedd ssaannccttuuaarryy – please switch your hearing aid  to 
the “T” (telephone) position. 
†† WWee sseeeekk to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-
ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 
and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.
** AAnn aasstteerriisskk iinnddiiccaatteess “please rise in body or spirit.”
WWee hhooppee yyoouu wwiillll jjooiinn uuss after worship for conversations and refreshments!   
Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary.
JJooyyss aanndd CCoonncceerrnnss –– If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 
in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 
worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other 
information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected 
during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons.

IIff yyoouu wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo hhoonnoorr ssoommeeoonnee oorr aa ssppeecciiaall eevveenntt wwiitthh fflloowweerrss you can 
purchase a bouquet ($35)  for a future worship service by contacting 
Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.   
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SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1133
9:45AM Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
1111::0000AAMM WWoorrsshhiipp——RRaallllyy DDaayy
11:15AM Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments, Sanctuary 

4:00PM Sophia/Psalms+ Picnic

TTuueessddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1155
10:30AM  Sacred Studies Group  

6:00PM   Session Meeting, Hybrid 

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1166
4:30PM    Sunday Forum Mtg, Zoom
7:00PM     Choir Practice 

TThhuurrssddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1177
10:00AM   Personnel Meeting, Hybrid 

SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2200
9:45AM Sunday Forum, Hybrid

10:00AM   Choir Warm-up
10:45AM   Nursery
11:00AM   FFrriinnggee WWoorrsshhiipp

WWiitthh AAllll--CCoommmmuunniittyy CChhooiirr
11:15AM Sunday School
12:00PM    Refreshments, Sanctuary  
7:00PM Sophia Circle     

TThhaannkk yyoouu ttoo......
Pastor: Rev. Kristina Hansen 

Liturgist: Gail Mott
Chancel Choir Members 

Soprano: Cecelia Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker*, 
Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman   

Alto: Lillian Gundersen, Ruth Dunlop Alyssa Koh
Tenor: Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Gavin Kosmack 

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers, 
Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd

Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison

All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission 
under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398

CCoommiinngg uupp aatt DDoowwnnttoowwnn UUnniitteedd PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann CChhuurrcchh

NNOOTTEE:: Next SSuunnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2200tthh, 
is our first ever FFrriinnggee WWoorrsshhiipp!
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Celebration of Worship
September 13th, 2026 10:00 AM

16th Sunday after Pentecost
Click Here to Worship Online

If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today, 
please complete a PPrraayyeerr RReeqquueesstt CCaarrdd, including the name of the person 
or event, and additional information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests 

will be collected during the hhyymmnn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee sseerrmmoonn
to share with the pastor and/or Deacons.

Prelude  All Glory Be to God on High, BWV 663 J.S. Bach

Words of Welcome Reverend Kristina Hansen
Announcements Gail Mott

Chime
Introit   Love Is Little Shaker Hymn

Arr. Kevin Siegfried
“Love is little, love is low, Love will make our spirit grow.

Grow in peace, grow in light, Love will do the thing that’s right.”
Gavin Kosmack, soloist

*Call to Worship (Chalice Worship 187 mod.)
One:  O Bread of Life,
MMaannyy:: wwee ccoommee wwiitthh mmiinnddss tthhaatt aarree hhuunnggrryy ffoorr ttrruutthh..
One:  O Water of Life, 
MMaannyy:: wwee ccoommee wwiitthh ssoouullss tthhaatt aarree tthhiirrssttyy ffoorr ffoorrggiivveenneessss..
One:  O Spirit of Life, 
MMaannyy:: wwee ccoommee wwiitthh wwiillllss tthhaatt aarree sseeaarrcchhiinngg ffoorr ddiirreeccttiioonn..
OOnnee:: In this holy place may God feed us, refresh us, 

forgive us, empower us,
MMaannyy:: aanndd sseenndd uuss oonn oouurr wwaayy rreejjooiicciinngg!!

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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*Hymn God of Great and God of Small GOD OF GREAT

(Music may be found on page 9.) AND SMALL

*Prayer of Invocation  (Mishkan T’Filah, p. 423, mod.)
GGrraacciioouuss GGoodd,,

tthhee ssoouullss yyoouu hhaavvee ggiivvee uuss aarree ppuurree..
YYoouu ccrreeaatteedd tthheemm,, yyoouu sshhaappeedd tthheemm..
YYoouu bbrreeaatthheedd tthheemm iinnttoo uuss,,

aanndd yyoouu pprrootteecctt tthheemm wwiitthhiinn uuss..
FFoorr aass lloonngg aass oouurr ssoouullss aarree wwiitthhiinn uuss,,

wwee ooffffeerr tthhaannkkss bbeeffoorree yyoouu -- AAddoonnaaii,, oouurr GGoodd
aanndd tthhee GGoodd ooff oouurr aanncceessttoorrss,,
SSoouurrccee ooff aallll CCrreeaattiioonn..

PPrraaiisseedd aarree yyoouu,, OO GGoodd,,
iinn wwhhoossee hhaanndd iiss eevveerryy lliivviinngg ssoouull
aanndd tthhee bbrreeaatthh ooff hhuummaannkkiinndd..

AAmmeenn..

Prayer for Transformation and New Life  (Mishkan T’Filah, p. 463, mod.)
SSoouurrccee ooff oouurr BBeeiinngg,,

WWhheenn jjuussttiiccee bbuurrnnss wwiitthhiinn uuss lliikkee aa ffllaammiinngg ffiirree,,
wwhheenn lloovvee eevvookkeess wwiilllliinngg ssaaccrriiffiiccee ffrroomm uuss,,
wwhheenn ttoo tthhee llaasstt ffuullll mmeeaassuurree ooff sseellfflleessss ddeevvoottiioonn,,

wwee ddeemmoonnssttrraattee oouurr bbeelliieeff iinn tthhee uullttiimmaattee ttrriiuummpphh
ooff ttrruutthh aanndd rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,,

tthheenn ggooooddnneessss eenntteerrss oouurr lliivveess aanndd wwee ccaann bbeeggiinn ttoo cchhaannggee tthhee wwoorrlldd..
IIff ppeeooppllee ffaallll,, ccaann tthheeyy nnoott aallssoo rriissee??
IIff tthheeyy bbrreeaakk aawwaayy,, ccaann tthheeyy nnoott rreettuurrnn??
WWhhaatt hhuummaann iinnssttiinncctt kknnoowwss tthhee ttiimmee ttoo ttuurrnn bbaacckk??
WWhhaatt ccuuee ssppaarrkkss tthhee ccoonnsscciieennccee ooff tthhee ssoouull??
WWee pprraayy ttoo sseennssee tthhiiss ddaayy aanneeww,, aattttuunneedd ttoo tthhee ccaallll ooff ssaaccrreedd lliivviinngg..

(A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.)
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One:  Holy One, You call each of us beloved. Each of us cherished.
Each of us desired. Each of us sacred.

MMaannyy:: FFoorr tthhiiss,, wwee ggiivvee yyoouu tthhaannkkss nnooww aanndd ffoorreevveerr!! AAmmeenn..

Time with Young Disciples Pastor Kristina

First Reading Rally Day Poem A Twinkl Poem  
“We’re Going Back to School” i.e. anonymous

(See insert)

Music for Reflection Until Love Is Spoken Karen Marrolli
“Grant us gentleness in power. Grant us strength to face this hour,

to forgive, to offer grace, and nurture peace in every place.
Grant us hope when all seems dire. Grant us faith to spark a fire,

to fiercely burn, to drown the night, and set the world ablaze with light.
And when we meet resistance and our call puts us in danger,

grant us patience and persistence to stand up for friend and stranger.
Grant us courage to be kind. Grant us singleness of mind

to free the world from hate and fear, so only love is spoken here.
And when our path of justice leads us to the dreadful fight,

grant us vigor, and entrust us with the power to do what’s right.
Grant us courage to be kind. Grant us singleness of mind

to free the world from hate and fear, so only love is spoken here.
Text: Karen Marrolli

Gospel Lesson Matthew 18:21-35
Sermon Forgiveness and the Impossible Pastor Kristina

Math Problem

*Hymn There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE
Verse 1:

TThheerree’’ss aa wwiiddeenneessss iinn GGoodd’’ss mmeerrccyy,,
LLiikkee tthhee wwiiddeenneessss ooff tthhee sseeaa;;

TThheerree’’ss aa kkiinnddnneessss iinn GGoodd''ss jjuussttiiccee,,
WWhhiicchh iiss mmoorree tthhaann lliibbeerrttyy..
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WWaass tthheerree eevveerr kkiinnddeerr sshheepphheerrdd
HHaallff ssoo ggeennttllee,, hhaallff ssoo sswweeeett,,

AAss tthhee SSaavviioorr wwhhoo wwoouulldd hhaavvee uuss
CCoommee aanndd ggaatthheerr aatt HHiiss ffeeeett??

Verse 2:
FFoorr tthhee lloovvee ooff GGoodd iiss bbrrooaaddeerr
TThhaann tthhee mmeeaassuurree ooff oouurr mmiinndd;;

AAnndd tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff tthhee EEtteerrnnaall
IIss mmoosstt wwoonnddeerrffuullllyy kkiinndd..

AAss oouurr lloovvee ggrroowwss eevveerr ddeeeeppeerr,,
WWee rreefflleecctt GGoodd''ss lliivviinngg wwoorrdd;;

AAnndd oouurr wwoorrlldd bbeeccoommeess iilllluummiinneedd
BByy tthhee kkiinnddnneessss ooff oouurr GGoodd..

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1854; revised 
Celie Katovitch and Pat Youngdahl, 2018

Joys and Concerns
The Prayer of Jesus

†† LLoovviinngg GGoodd,, iinn wwhhoomm iiss hheeaavveenn::
TThhee hhaalllloowwiinngg ooff yyoouurr nnaammee eecchhoo tthhrroouugghh tthhee uunniivveerrssee!!

TThhee wwaayy ooff yyoouurr jjuussttiiccee bbee ffoolllloowweedd bbyy tthhee ppeeoopplleess ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd!!
YYoouurr hheeaavveennllyy wwiillll bbee ddoonnee bbyy aallll ccrreeaatteedd bbeeiinnggss!!

YYoouurr ccoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh ooff ppeeaaccee aanndd ffrreeeeddoomm
ssuussttaaiinn oouurr hhooppee aanndd ccoommee oonn eeaarrtthh..

WWiitthh tthhee bbrreeaadd wwee nneeeedd ffoorr ttooddaayy,, ffeeeedd uuss..
IInn tthhee hhuurrttss wwee aabbssoorrbb ffrroomm oonnee aannootthheerr,, ffoorrggiivvee uuss..

IInn ttiimmeess ooff tteemmppttaattiioonn aanndd tteesstt,, ssttrreennggtthheenn uuss..
FFrroomm ttrriiaallss ttoooo ggrreeaatt ttoo eenndduurree,, ssppaarree uuss..
FFrroomm tthhee ggrriipp ooff aallll tthhaatt iiss eevviill,, ffrreeee uuss..

FFoorr yyoouu rreeiiggnn iinn tthhee gglloorryy ooff tthhee ppoowweerr tthhaatt iiss lloovvee,,
nnooww aanndd ffoorreevveerr.. AAmmeenn..

Prayers for Healing and Justice

Invitation to the Offering 
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Offertory Music     Coming Out of the Dark Emilio Estefan, Jr., 
Jon Secada, and Gloria Estefan

Arr. Sam Stanley

“Why be afraid if I’m not alone? Life is never easy, the rest is unknown.
And up till now for me it’s been hands against stone.

I spend each and every moment searching for what to believe.
Ref.: Coming out of the dark I finally see the light now, and it’s shining on me.
Coming out of the dark, I know the love that saved me you’re sharing with me.

Starting again is part of the plan, and I’ll be so much stronger holding your hand.
Step by step I’ll make it through, I know I can.

It may not make it easier, but I have felt you near all the way. (Ref.)
Forever stand on the rock of your love. Can’t nobody stop me! Watch me!

Ever and ever stand on the rock of your love is all it takes no matter what we face. (Ref.)
Alyssa Koh, soloist

*Doxology  
PPrraaiissee GGoodd ffrroomm wwhhoomm aallll bblleessssiinnggss ffllooww;;
LLeett ssoonnggss rriissee uupp ffrroomm eeaarrtthh bbeellooww;;
LLeett ssttaarrss aanndd ggaallaaxxiieess eenntthhrroonnee;;
CCrreeaattoorr,, CChhrriisstt,, aanndd SSppiirriitt,, OOnnee!! AAmmeenn..

Prayer of Dedication  (faithandworship.com, mod.)
HHoollyy OOnnee,, wwee aacckknnoowwlleeddggee tthhaatt aallll tthhiinnggss hhaavvee tthheeiirr oorriiggiinn wwiitthh yyoouu..
TThheessee ggiiffttss wwee ffrreeeellyy ggiivvee ttoo ffuurrtthheerr yyoouurr ppuurrppoossee iinn tthhiiss ppllaaccee,,
iinn oouurr ccoommmmuunniittyy,, aanndd iinn tthhee wwiiddeerr wwoorrlldd.. AAmmeenn..

*Hymn Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA
(Music may be found on page 10.)

Benediction   
Postlude Improvisation on “Lauda Anima”

Passing of the Peace     
The peace of Christ be always with you.
AAnndd aallssoo wwiitthh yyoouu..
Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another..
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TThhee DDoowwnnttoowwnn CChhuurrcchh SSttaaffff

SSeessssiioonn
The Rev. Kristina 

Hansen, Moderator
Nancy Brown 

Jason Cloen
John DeHority 
Sally Allison 

Jim Vesper 
Pat Tweet
Mary Rees

DDeeaaccoonnss

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614
Telephone: (585) 325-4000

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org
www.DowntownPresbyterian.org

Andrea Folan
Helen Ganotis
Jacque Hancock
Elizabeth Katz

Stephen Lloyd
Grania Marcus
Sandy Morales
Gie Oey

Becky Parks
Carol Samuel
Kelley Sheils
Marilyn Terpening 

Jackie Beltran, Accounting Specialist
Keisha Betts, Nursery Coordinator
Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist
Shawn Bradshaw, Maintenance
Jason Cloen, Associate Musician 
Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations 
Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor
Alan Jones, Associate Musician
David Mear, Business Manager

Moses Nhial, Maintenance 
Penelope Paredes, 
Sunday School Teacher

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator 
Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead
Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor
Ed Verna, Maintenance
Lee S. Wright, D.M.A.,
Director of Music Ministry

PPaarriisshh LLeeaaddeerrss
Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session

Jacque Hancock and Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons 
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