
  

 

 

We Live Into Jesus’  

Inclusive Call  

to Love Every Person,  

Care for Creation,  

and Work for  

God’s Justice. 
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  Welcome Visitors! 

We live into Jesus’ inclusive call to love all people,  

care for creation, and work for God’s Justice.  

Nursery Care is available for young children 6 years and under either in 

the church library or C-23 on the second floor. Check with an usher. Parents 

are welcome to stay with their children if they would like. 

Sunday School - Children not in nursery care will be invited forward during 

the “Time with Young Disciples” and then will follow their teacher to the Sun-

day School room.  

You may place your offering in the offering plates as they 

are passed. If you would like to donate online, you can  

use the QR code to the right to make your contribution to  

the church.  

This is a Hearing Loop equipped sanctuary – please switch your hearing aid  to 

the “T” (telephone) position.  

† We seek to use diverse images and liberating language about divine pres-

ence in our services of worship.  Please feel free to adapt the words in hymns 

and prayers as needed so that they express your faith.  

* An asterisk indicates “please rise in body or spirit.” 

  We hope you will join us after worship for conversations and refreshments!    

  Cookies and drinks are available in the front of the sanctuary. 

  Joys and Concerns – If you have a joy or concern that you would like to lift 

in prayer today, please complete a Prayer Request card (available by the 

worship bulletins) naming the person (s), situation or event, and any other 

information that you would like to be shared. The requests will be collected 

during the hymn following the sermon and provided to the Deacons. 

  If you would like to honor someone or a special event with flowers you can 

purchase a bouquet ($35)  for a future worship service by contacting  

  Deacon Helen Ganotis at <helenganotis@gmail.com>.    
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Sunday, October 4 

World Communion Sunday  

  9:45AM    Sunday Forum, Hybrid 

10:00AM    Choir Warm-up  

10:45AM    Nursery  

11:00AM    Worship  

11:15AM    Sunday School  

12:00PM     Refreshments, Sanctuary            

Monday, October 5      

5:00PM       Justice Team Mtg, Zoom   

Tuesday, October 6 

10:30AM         Sacred Studies Group 

6:30PM            Deacons Meeting, Zoom 

Wednesday,  October 7 

  7:00PM    Choir Practice  

Thursday, October 8     

5:00PM           Finance Team Mtg, Zoom 

7:30PM           Property Team Mtg, Zoom 

Sunday, October 11    

9:45AM    Sunday Forum, Hybrid 

10:00AM    Choir Warm-up  

10:45AM    Nursery  

11:00AM    Worship  

11:15AM    Sunday School  

12:00PM     Refreshments, Sanctuary            

Thank you to... 

 Pastor: Rev. Kristina Hansen  

 Liturgist: Nancy Brown 
 

 Chancel Choir Members  

Soprano: Isa Apodaca, Nicole Knickerbocker,  

Lindsey Puc, Joan Sussman    

Alto: Lillian Gundersen, Ruth Dunlop  

Tenor: Jason Cloen, Mark Darling, Gavin Kosmack  

Bass: Rob Brown, John DeHority, Elijah Gebers,  

 Alan Jones, Stephen Lloyd 
 

 Live Stream Team: Don Fairman, David McDowell, Jim Parks, Sally Allison 

 

  All music and musical texts in this bulletin are reprinted with permission  

  under One License, License # A-707805 and CCLI License # 21572398 

Coming up at Downtown United Presbyterian Church 
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  Celebration of Worship 

  October 4th, 2026 11:00 AM 

  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
     

  Click Here to Worship Online 
 

   If you have a joy or concern you would like to have lifted in prayer today,  

 please complete a Prayer Request Card, including the name of the person  

 or event, and additional information you'd like to share. Prayer Requests  

 will be collected during the hymn following the sermon  

 to share with the pastor and/or Deacons. 

 

 

Prelude       Peace Like a River Arr. Joel Raney   

  For piano 4-hands 

    

Words of Welcome  Reverend Kristina Hansen 

Announcements  Nancy Brown 

 

Chime       

Introit     God’s Got the Whole World Mark A. Miller 

  “God’s got the whole world in God’s hands. 

  God has you and me in those hands. 

  God’s got the whole world in God’s hands.” 

  Text: Negro Spiritual, adapt. M. Miller  

 

*Call to Worship 

 One:  As we gather around Christ's table today,   

Many: we remember the peoples of the world,   

  divided into many nations and tongues. 

One:  We gather in God's presence,  

  – Creator of every human being, every plant and every animal. 

Many: We join in the chorus of praise with our siblings around the world  

  to celebrate the Holy One! 

One:  May Christ’s church be strengthened and united  

  through the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

https://downtownpresbyterian.org/worship-archive/
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Many: Yes, God, may it be so! 

Many:  Let us rejoice – with all people everywhere – and be glad in it! 

  

*Hymn     O For a World AZMON 

  (Verses 1-3 and 5; Music may be found on page 11.) 

  

*Prayer of Invocation  (pacificpilgrim.com) 

God of our lives, your Word is one of communion – not division.   

Your gifts are gifts of abundance, peace, and freedom  

 – not scarcity, violence, and oppression.   

We thank you that in Christ you have given us the greatest gift:  

 you gave us yourself.   

As we gather today, may your gifts and your presence be received  

 with joy and humility.' 

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Transformation and New Life  (umcdiscipleship.org, mod. ) 

Holy One, 

  we set aside yet another day to remind ourselves of the task of unity.   

On this World Communion Sunday:  

  Give us eyes to recognize your reflection  

   in the eyes of people everywhere.  

  Give us minds to accept and celebrate  

   our differences.  

  Give us hearts big enough to love  

   your children everywhere.  

  Give us mouths that speak out against injustice. 

  Give us hands that serve generously. 

 We thank you for setting a table  

  with space enough for us all!  

In Jesus’ name we pray.  

  (A moment of silence is observed for listening and personal prayer.) 
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One:  Holy One, You call each of us beloved. Each of us cherished.  

  Each of us desired. Each of us sacred.  

Many: For this, we give you thanks now and forever! Amen. 

 

Time with Young Disciples         Pastor Kristina 

  

First Reading Psalm 19:7-14 (responsively with sung response)   

RESPONSE :  Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet  

  and a Light unto my Path. 

7 

God’s law is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the decrees of God are sure, 

    making wise the simple; 

8 

God’s precepts are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of God is clear, 

    enlightening the eyes; 

9 

the reverence of God is pure, 

    enduring forever; 

God’s ordinances are true 

    and righteous altogether. 

RESPONSE :  Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet  

  and a Light unto my Path. 

10 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey, 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

11 

Moreover by them are your children warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 

But who can detect their errors? 

    Clear me from hidden faults. 
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13 

Keep back your child also from the insolent;  

    do not let them have dominion over me. 

Then I shall be blameless, 

    and innocent of great transgression. 

14 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, 

    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

RESPONSE :  Thy Word is a Lamp unto my feet  

  and a Light unto my Path. 

              

Music for Reflection        Sweet Hallelujah Mark A. Miller 

 A joyful song of praise with quotes from the doxology 

      

Hebrew Scripture Lesson  Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20  

    

Sermon “The Big 10? Or The Big 2?”  Pastor Kristina 

 

*Hymn  Jesus Calls Us  GALILEE 

  (Music may be found on page 12.) 

Joys and Concerns 

The Prayer of Jesus  

        † Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Prayers for Healing and Justice 

 

Invitation to the Offering   

Offertory Music  Peace Is Fred Small 

 “Ref. Peace is the bread we break Arr. J. David Moore 

 Love is the river rolling 

 Life is a chance we take 

 When we make this earth our home 

 Gonna make this earth our home. 
 

 Feel the cool breeze blowing through the smoke and the heat 

 Hear the gentle voices and the marching feet 

 Singing call back the fire, draw the missiles down 

 And we'll call this earth our home. Ref. 
 

 We have known the atom, the power and pain 

 We've seen people fall beneath the killing rain 

 If the mind still reasons and the soul remains 

 It shall never be again. Ref. 
 

 Peace grows from a tiny seed 

 As the acorn grows into the tallest tree 

 Many years ago I heard a soldier say 

 When people want peace, better get out of the way. Ref.” 

                  

*Doxology     

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Let songs rise up from earth below; 

Let stars and galaxies enthrone; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One! Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  (faithandworship.com, mod.) 

 “Holy One, we acknowledge that all things have their origin with you.  

 These gifts we freely give to further your purpose in this place,  

 in our community, and in the wider world. Amen.” 

 

*Hymn  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ LINSTEAD 

  (Verses 1-2, Music may be found on page 13.) 
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World Communion Liturgy (www.jordanrimmer.com, mod.) 

L:  God be with you.   

P:  And also with you. 

L:  Beloved, God has created you for faithful living.  

P:  We lift our hearts to the One who calls us to be Christ’s Body. 

L:  Join in songs of thanks and praise to our God. 

P:  We join with all who are here and throughout the world in praise. 

 

It began last night – as you were going to bed – World Communion Sunday. 

Asian Christians shared the bread and the wine.   

Churches in China met in secret so that they would not be arrested.  

Christians in the Middle East, some of whom have come to be Christians only by  

having dreams of Jesus, met under the watchful eye of the government as they  

celebrated the Eucharist.  

 

In Europe, Christians gathered in churches that used to be much fuller and celebrated 

the Lord’s Supper.  

 

In Africa, the sacrament was celebrated in great numbers by a growing number of 

Christians, many of whom bare scars of persecution as they commune together. 

Those celebrating today include Presbyterians, Methodists, Catholics, Lutherans,  

Pentecostals, Baptists, thousands of other denominations, and even those without  

denominations. 

 

Christ followers met both in public and in secret. Some met in freedom while others 

gathered under threat of persecution and death. Some take the sacrament today with 

organ music, others with simple singing, and still others in quiet so as not to be arrested. 

 

In wealthy churches and in desperate poverty the sacrament is observed. In churches, 

homes, huts, and in God’s creation this seal of the covenant was experienced. The 

bread is given to people that could overeat all day and to people who had no idea 

what they would eat or where they would get it today. 

 

The one thing in common? –  

We all come to the same table of our Lord. 

 

In many different languages, by ordained clergy and volunteer pastors, something 

like these words of institution were given:  On the night He was betrayed Jesus took 



10 

 

bread. And when he had given thanks and blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His 

disciples, saying, 

“This is my body, broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way after supper Jesus took the cup and gave it to His disciples, saying,  

“This cup is the new covenant. Drink you all of it.” 

  

Let us pray, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, we thank you for this sacrament of 

communion shared with Christians around the world. May it encourage us to be 

one in spirit, one in mission, and to be in union and Communion with one  

another and with You. Amen.   

 

Communion 

Music at Communion Meditation  

  

Prayer After Communion 

God of glory, we give you thanks 

for this feast of your goodness and grace.  

Send us out to share the bread of life 

with all – and all means all – who hunger for your love; 

in Christ's name we pray. Amen.  

  

*Hymn  May the God of Hope Go with Us ARGENTINA 

 (Sing 2X in the language(s) of your choosing—Music may be found on page 14.) 

 

*Benediction   

 

Choral Response Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises South African 

  Please join in singing the refrain:  

 “Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.” 

 

Passing of the Peace      

 The peace of Christ be always with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us extend the Peace of Christ to one another. 
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The Downtown Church Staff 

Session 

The Rev. Kristina  

   Hansen, Moderator 

Nancy Brown  

Jason Cloen 

John DeHority  

Sally Allison  

Jim Vesper  

Pat Tweet 

Mary Rees 

Deacons 

121 N. Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614 

Telephone: (585) 325-4000 

email: office@DowntownPresbyterian.org 

www.DowntownPresbyterian.org 

Andrea Folan 

Helen Ganotis 

Jacque Hancock 

Elizabeth Katz 

Stephen Lloyd 

Grania Marcus 

Sandy Morales 

Gie Oey 

Becky Parks 

Carol Samuel 

Kelley Sheils 

   Marilyn Terpening  

Jackie Beltran, Accounting Specialist 

Keisha Betts, Nursery Coordinator 

Cheryl Bittle, Weekend Receptionist 

Shawn Bradshaw, Maintenance 

Jason Cloen, Associate Musician  

Eileen Dietsch, Director of Operations  

Rev. Kristina Hansen, Senior Pastor 

Alan Jones, Associate Musician 

Drena McMillan, Evening Receptionist 

 

David Mear, Business Manager 

Moses Nhial, Maintenance  

Penelope Paredes,  

  Sunday School Teacher 

Robin Sheikh, Office Administrator  

Michael Stagles, Maintenance Lead 

Joseph Taylor, Maintenance Supervisor 

Ed Verna, Maintenance 

Lee S. Wright, D.M.A., 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Parish Leaders 

Mary Rees and Pat Tweet - Clerks of Session 

Jacque Hancock and Carol Samuel - co-Moderators of Deacons  


