Celebration
January 1, 2022
Church Newsletter
Interim Pastor’s Message
Dear DUPC family,
As you know, an important step in the interim period of this congregation will be getting
started this month – the formation, and beginning of the work, of the Transition Team.
This “T Team” (which, again, is NOT the Pastor Search Committee) will be working with
me to plan some events that will allow the congregation to engage in reflection together
on your past, present, and hopes for the future.
As we look forward to those events, I want to
encourage you all to do some thinking about
some important questions. I believe that time
spent in individual thinking about these
questions will make the congregational
conversations over the coming months all the
more fruitful. Some things to think about:
What are the top five things that you
would like to see your next pastor spend
their time on?
What are the top five things you would like to see the congregation, as a whole,
focus on?
What, in your mind, is the primary mission of this congregation? That is, why does
it exist?
What differences, if any, do you see between what should be the focus of the
pastor(s), and what should be the focus of the congregation?
Realistically, how much time do you see yourself being able to contribute to the
work and worship of the congregation over the next few years?
(Continued on next page.)

(Continued from previous page.)
If there were plenty of people to do all of the work the church is currently doing,
plus all of the work the church would like to do, what part of that work would you
most like to be involved in? That is, if your particular work in the life of this
congregation was not about need (“well, someone has to do it, and nobody else is
willing”) but about what excites you most, what would you choose to spend your
time on?
I look forward to hearing your thoughts, and the conversations that bubble up from
them, as the Transition Team gets started on its work this winter. And I pray, as always,
that the leading of the Spirit of God will be discerned by you together, as you look
toward the future toward which God is leading you.
Peace and all good,
Laurie

Rev. Laurie Tiberi is on vacation until Monday, January 2, 2022. She will be on study
leave Monday, January 10, 2022 through Sunday, January 16, 2022.
If you have a question or concern about DUPC, please contact
Penny Crudup, church secretary, at 585 235-4000.
Penny will be able to tell you where to direct your question or concern.
For pastoral care needs,
please contact the Rev. Celie Katovitch at 585-325-1180, ext. 102.

Due to the pandemic, in-person worship
has been suspended through
Sunday, January 16, 2022,
Session will reevaluate the status of COVID in
Monroe County on January 18, 2022.

Thank you for serving as liturgist! We are so glad you’ll be sharing your voice as we
worship together.
01/02 John Williams

01/23 Nancy Brown

01/09 Pat Tweet

01/30 David Lee

01/16 David Lee
If you are serving as part of the liturgist rotation and you are unable to serve on a certain
Sunday, please contact one of the alternates to line up your own substitute. Then email
Penny Crudup at pcrudup@downtownpresbyterian.org to let her know who will be serving
in your place. Alternates/substitutes are: Susan Richane, Callie Babbitt, and Ed Saphar. If
none of the alternates are available, please email worship@downtownpresbyterian.org for
assistance.

SESSION NOTES:
At our last scheduled Session meeting of 2021, Kim McConnell offered
an acrostic of appreciation on behalf of the Session to those who are
completing terms: John DeHority, Doug Potter, Dave McConnell, as
well as Becky Wiggins, who completed a term and will return with the
new Session.
PERSONNEL
The Session approved the recommendation of the Director of Operations Search
Committee to proceed with their search for a new Director of Operations.
FINANCE
The Session approved the 2022 Budget, which will be presented to the congregation at
the Annual Meeting on January 9, 2022.
THE COVID RESPONSE TEAM
The Session approved the following COVID-related actions.
● Encourage those who are not vaccinated or who are at higher risk to participate
via LiveStream.
Motion carried.
● Pause in person worship as of 12/26/21 through 1/16/22. To be re-evaluated at
the 1/18/22 Session meeting.
● During the pause of in person worship, leaders and musicians are required to
remain masked at all times while streaming / recording the services.
Communicate to staff and all tenants that the building will close immediately if new
daily cases per 100,000 exceed 75 in Monroe County (the threshold for “Extreme Risk”
as determined via the covidactnow.org website.) The building will re-open when the 7day average of new cases/day falls below 75 per 100,000.

The Sunday Forum Team

has been meeting monthly, and are pleased to
announce that we will be holding at least two forums per month from January through
May. These will all be on Zoom for now. Our first forum will take place on January 9, 2022
at 9 am with Callie Babbitt and her new friend Mr. Habibi from Afghanistan. Our second
forum will occur on January 16th, 2022 during the afternoon and we will hear from Jay
Rowe from The People's Pantry and possibly the youth who came up with the idea for the
food pantry box outside the church.
Other things on our agenda are: Critical Race Theory, Indigenous land acknowledgements,
hearing from a few individuals in our own community about their spiritual journeys, and
much more. Stay tuned to eConnect for the Zoom link!

Dear Friends,
The bells will soon ring in the New Year and we will
be wishing the following people:

Mary Bookout
Amanda Doherty
Gie Oey
Baird King
Doris VanVechten
Meredith Sheils
Marty St. Germaine
Maggie Eckert
Becky Parks
Mary Rees
Deanna Tiefenthal
John Davidson
Best of wishes to all celebrating January birthdays.
May your new year be bright and full of happy surprises.
Please let us know if we have missed anyone. We want to recognize all who have
January birthdays.

Happy New Year to our whole church family!!
The Deacons of the Downtown Church

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY meets virtually once a week at 10:30 AM.

The group will be continuing its conversations on the Book of Psalms, which often leads
to unique and expanded discussions. Bring your favorite version of the Bible.
The link to attend is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89794353524?pwd=V0pSdmFRNmFzOGUwVXdUdm5hdHRU
dz09

ADVENT MEMORIES
from Mary Bookout
Nothing could have made me happier than seeing those piles of fleece at the Advent
Festival! I didn’t try to count the number we started, but I can tell you that some of
them are already out at the assisted living center at Ashley Woods, ready to be tied into
blankets by loving hands that have spent a lifetime working to make the world a better
place. Thanks to all who have helped to make the blankets! Also thank you to all who
donated cleaning supplies for Family Promise!

With Gratitude
It is with sincere gratitude that the
congregation thanks members Sally Allison and
Cindy Hamilton for the wonderful job they did
in restoring our Nativity set. It made its debut
during the Advent season.

MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS:

If you missed worship and the Christmas Pageant on Sunday, Dec. 19, you can view it
by going to this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7jy5-MTlZ0
The cast of characters were: Mary & Joseph—Susan and Bob
Richane.
Angel Gabriel—Lucia Ruderman. Inn Keeper—Jai
Bouphavong. Shepherds—Sally Allison, Michael Wells, Jordan
Hermey (Cloen).
Wise People—Balthazar/Nancy Brown,
Melchior/Sam King, “Murray”/ Mary Rees. The Littler Drummer
boy’s uncle was Lee Wright.
The Narrator was Rosalie
Bouphavong.
Cue card holder & animal sound projection—
Anni Ruderman. Script and play production was Kim McConnell
and Tucker Ruderman.
A special thank you to Lee Wright for
amazing musical direction, Alan Jones on piano, Herb Smith on
trumpet, and our talented choir. Thanks to our camera crew, and
enfolding it all in her spiritual wisdom, our Interim Pastor, Laurie
Tiberi.

THE EVOLUTION OF WOMANSPACE
There’s always been a place for women in our congregation to share their spiritual
thoughts and imaginations of God among us. WomanSpace is part of the legacy of
“Woman, Word & Song” that sprang from the ministry of the Reverends Gail Riccuiti and
Rosemary Mitchell.
After much discussion and thought, we in WomanSpace have decided to rename
ourselves Sophia Circle, a name taken from a movement of Presbyterian Women. Our
circle is intended to be a gender-neutral space for spiritual reflection honoring the feminine
within us all.
Our next circle meeting will be Sunday, January 9th, 7:00 PM. We’re planning to talk about
our hopes for the new year. A link will go out to members of the group, and to eConnect.

ROUNDTABLE BOOK GROUP
We won’t be meeting at the round table in our library quite yet, but the
book group will continue to meet virtually on the third Friday, January
21 at Noon.
We’ll be discussing John Green’s “The Anthropocene Reviewed: Essays
on a Human-Centered Planet.” John Green's gift for storytelling shines
throughout this artfully curated collection about the shared human
experience; it includes beloved essays along with six all-new pieces
exclusive to the book.
All are invited to join the discussion. The link to attend is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88483192025?pwd=TU9jbVJPbnlQekRiS2pQYW9pSzVDZz09

Many Thanks from One World Goods!
We would like to say a big thank you to the congregation for
supporting One World Goods at the Advent sale. Even though we
brought half of the items that we normally bring, we still netted
just over $580. All of the items you purchased will help our global
neighbor’s provide food, shelter, health care and education for themselves and their
families.
We greatly appreciate your support of the mission of One World Goods. Come and visit
the store at Pittsford Plaza for a wider range of products!
Karen Hultz and Elaine Johnson

Tutoring Opportunity

FROM OUR HEARTS TO YOURS,
HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY 2022!
FROM THE DUPC STAFF

JANUARY 2022
MEETING AND EVENTS

Newsletters arrive the 1st of every month!
Saturday, January 1, 2022
Happy New Year’s Day!

Sunday, January 2, 2022

11:00AM
12:15PM

Virtual Worship Service
Coffee Hour Fellowship Time - via Zoom

Monday, January 3, 2022

7:00PM

Nominating Committee Mtg. - via Zoom

Tuesday, January 4, 2022

10:30AM
7:00PM

Wed, January 5, 2022
Thursday, January 6, 2022

Sunday, January 9, 2022

7:00PM
7:00PM

11:00AM
12:15PM
7:00PM

Monday, January 10, 2022

7:00PM

Tuesday, January 11, 2022

10:30AM
6:30PM

Psalm & Bible Study via Zoom
Session Conversations – via Zoom
Choir Rehearsal
Congregational & Community
Engagement Mtg. – via Zoom

Virtual Worship Service
Coffee Hour Fellowship Time - via Zoom
Sophia Circle – via Zoom
Nominating Committee Meeting via Zoom
Psalm & Bible Study - via Zoom
Deacons Meeting – via Zoom

Wed. January 12, 2022

7:00PM

Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, January 13, 2022

5:00PM
7:30PM

Finance Team Mtg. – via Zoom
Property Team Mtg.

Sunday, January 16, 2022

11:00AM
12:15PM

Monday, January 17, 2022
Tuesday, January 18, 2022
Wed., January 19, 2022

Virtual Worship Service
Coffee Hour Fellowship Time via Zoom
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
DUPC building and offices are closed.

10:30AM
7:00PM
7:30PM
7:00PM

Psalm & Bible Study – via Zoom
Session Mtg. - via Zoom
Website Team Mtg. – via Zoom
Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, January 20, 2022 12:00PM

Newsletter Deadline

Friday, January 21, 2022

12:00PM

Round Table Book Group Mtg. – via Zoom

Sunday, January 23, 2022

11:00AM
12:15PM

Worship Service
Coffee Hour Fellowship Time via Zoom

Tuesday, January 25, 2022
Wed., January 26, 2022

10:30AM
7:00PM

Psalm & Bible Studay – via Zoom
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, January 30, 2022

11:00AM
12:00PM

Virtual Worship Service
Coffee Hour Fellowship Time via Zoom
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121 North Fitzhugh Street
Rochester, New York 14614
585-325-4000
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